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Andrey Shamshurin TESS
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Youth in Development (YinD)

Abigail Raver

Abigails from Ann Arbdil Sheis joininghe Peace
Corps because she wadatke a partof something
bigger than herself. She wartielp andbe ableto

see the worlth a newway. Shés excitedo work
within her community, haswexperiences, try new
foods, make friends, and explore. AbigaBAas a
Sociologgs wellas a minoin Health Promotion from
Michigan State University. Since gradunathmey
spring she has worlkgdCampAlGon-Quiaas the
Junior Staff Director, mentaridgdvising staff junior
membersin the summaenf 2016she spent 6 weeks
livingin Greece and interning with unaccompanied
minordn the Moria Refugee Camp. She loves sports,
being outdoors, spending dimike water, trying new
foodsandspending time whitirfriends.

Ajmal Behsudi

Ajmals from McLeaWA,a suburb a few miles sofith
Washington D.Behas been livingRichmond/Afor

the last 4 years. Ajmaljoining the Peace Corps
becausde hasalways wanted experience a realistic
understandiraf howthe vast majoritf people around
the world live. Hopefully this newfound expefience
living without the luxutlesUnited States offers will
allow hinto bring home valuable life lessons lehich
can applyn his daye-day lifein Richmondje also
attended The Virginia Commonwealth Unidersity.
studied Biology with a Chemistry omnarPre
Medicine trackn high school and college,was
heavily involved after-school tutorifag elementary
aged children. His favorite hobbies include playing
soccer, biking, taking napddrawing.
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Youth in Development (YinD)

Alexis Apodaca

Alexids a volunteer with Peace Corps Thailand. She
believes Peace Corps servicEhailands about
developing authentic relationships that facilitate cross
cultural understanding, and sémang way that she

can. Alexis most excitetd work with the youth

her community and her future countetpad2@l7

Alexis earned a B.& Public and Nonprofit
Administration and a BiMuman Relations from the
Universitgf Oklahoma. Skepassionate about youth
leadership development, and has spent six years
working withkrisk adolesceritshelp them cultivate
these skills. She enjoys hiking, watching
documentaries, and (attempingractice yoga

herfree time. Alexsdrom Phoenix, Arizona.

Alexis Baker

Alexisis a trainee with Peace Corps Thailands She
joiningPC because she loves helping peoplés and
interesteth developing countries. Stexcitedo learn

more about Thailand and its pasplellas work with

youth. Alexis believes that Peace Corps $8ervice
Thailandis about forming relationships between two
countries and serving wherdssheeded most. Alexis
graduated from Bentley University with a idegree
Business Managemant2017. Whilat college she
oversaw many community service prograntise with
Bentley Service Learning Center. She started two
programs which helpagdrisk teensn low income
housing units. Most recently, she ran from San Francisco
toNew York Ciiyraise awarenefs young adults with
cancer. Alexsfrom Boston, Massachusetts.
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Youth in Development (YinD)

Alice McGown

Alice grewpflying backndforth between Tesasiher
familyin South Africad K Hsfudliedn New Zealand and
Georgia, but currently lineéesAngeles, California. The
Peace Corps represehebeginningfa career change

for her, and Alide excitedo experiencandimmerse
herselin a culture very different from the western worlc
andhelp young adults become more productive and hap
member®f the global community. Alice graduated from
the Savannah Collegé Art and Design with a BFA
focused on documentary film productichK H IV
volunteeredn the past with GreenPeaaad the
International Rescue Committee. Alicelln®#\ngeles

and has spent almost a decade traveling while filmin
documentary and reality television projects for broadca
cableandtheatrical distributiénK Hafivleandcomputer

nerd who loves hilkamgldrumminig punkbands

Andrea Arian Aribe

Andrea Aribe carries five yedrsnarketing and
communications experience within the nonprofit,
academic, and news industries. Previously, she was a
reportefor several newspapemsjnformation specialist

at Universityof Central Florida, a communications
specialisat Universityf Florida, and a development
coordinatorfor the Make-A-Wish Foundation. She
received a BachaebdScience degrgecommunication

with a concentratidn journalism and minor
photography fratre Universitgf North Florida. Andrea

has livedin many places including Connecticut, Rhode
Island, Sicily, South Carolina, Garahklorida. She
joinedthe Peace Corp® continue applying her skills
towards makiagimpacbnlives and a differentthe

world. Shes excitedo be a newmembeofthe Peace
Corpgeamanda mentdortheThai community.
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Youth in Development (YinD)

Aseem Kever

Aseem was boamdraisedbn a farnmin Mombasa,
KenyaAttheageoffourteen Aseem motece@range
County, California. Aseem has recently beén living
LongBeach ands very excitetb jointhe Peace
Corps.He joined the Peace Corps bechass
passionate about educatiotilearning about new
cultures.He is excited about the opportutaity
positively impact the communityhé¢hiat serving
while growings an individual. Aseem haBAain
Political Economy frtme Universityf California
Berkeley. Most recehilyled a two month service
learning progrdoryouttin Moshi, Tanzania. Aseem
is passionate about learning languages, history, anc
workingn diplomacy.

Atefeh Metanat

Alixis a Youthn Development volunteer with Peace
Corps Thailand. She firsinflele with Thailand when
she visited Chiang MaR016as partof a service
learning project teaching Englistivice monks. She
nowgetsto fallin love with Thailaaddthe peoplef

her community every day. Alix believes Peace Corps
servicdn Thailandgs about sharing human connection
andcreating supportinglationships. She enjoys the

F R X Qft&st \chaonuts, warm snaitelthe jai yen

yen lifestyle. Alix hasB& from San Jose State
Universityin Public Relations with a mimor
Psychology. Her passions include Muay Thai and
analog photography.
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Youth in Development (YinD)

2

Bryan Buckler-Newruck

Bryaris originally from outsifithe greater Philadelphia
areain Pennsylvania. Bryan endeawogsarlay his
experiences the mental health field working with youth
andindividuals with mental health igsies lifetime
goalof workingo combat against childrethe human
trafficking industry. Bryan believes that thef kand
Thousand Smiles willer him unlimited resouraes
opportunitide be of service. Bryan haBAin Political
Science/Native  American Studies. Bryan's work
experiences saw him beaihgerviceto emotionally
disturbedand gang related youth, adults with mental
retardation and developmental delays, and individual
diagnosed with SchizophesmdBipolar disorder.

Caitlin Orgon

Caitlin believes that Peace Corps s$efliw@lands

about building relationships and inspiring future leaders
of Thailand. Caitli®s most excitetb work with the
incredibly respectful and eager Thai studerits. She
also excitetb learnhowto cook Thai cuisine. Caitlin
hasa BSin Psychology from Bemidji State University.
For the school yedr20162017she was selecttal

servein AmeriCorps, serving youth fulintaneharter
school. She also serasd partnefor a state-wide

youth council. Most recently she has been substitute
teachingn special education classes. Caitlin was a
membepf the dance teaim college, serviag the
headcaptairher senior year. Caitlinfrom Bemidii,

MN, a small towntheMississippi river.
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Youth in Development (YinD)

Carissa Anderson

Carissas a Peace Corps Thailand volunteer and works

in the youth development sector. Shesacteacher,
program facilitasordmentoto childrenShe believes
Peace Corps servindhailands relationship building
with counterpadadyouth with the encouragewfent
positive human developrimesducation, life skills and
health. Carisda 24 years old and hBg\ in Global
politicsaanda minoin German from Washington State
University. Her chotogointhe Peace Corps stems
from a desin® work withithe developing world and
have an impactin improving others' lives. Carissa
expectso be a parbfa wonderful groofpeople that
willnotonlybe an armof suppororthenext two years,
buthopefully some very close friends.

Casey Butler

Casey was born and raiedebrt Worth, Texa8san

adult,he has livedn Los Angeles, London, Florence,
Dallas, Amsterdam, Brooldgd most recently, Austin.

He joined the Peace Corps for several reasons, including
his passiofor service, his inter@sivorking with youth,
andhis loveof a good challengéleis very exciteth

learn about Thai culture #maollaborat®n youth
development programming with his eventual community
members. Casey has a Mast&ciencdn Sociology
fromthe Universitgf AmsterdamMost recentliie was
workin@sa program coordinator and student development
specialisat a large, public universitie is passionate

about the arts and has been triaiaet] theatre, dance,
andfilmmakingHe also lovet volunteer, travel, cook,
andread.
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Youth in Development (YinD)
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Cristal Gonzalez

Cristalis growup in ParamounCA Paramouris$ a

small city abo@0 minutes from the beach 4hd
minutedor the Cityf Los Angeles. She has limed
MinotNDforthe past year. Mirsod small city known
forits oil boom aride Minot Air Force Base. She
joiningthe Peace Corps because she has always
wantedo learn more about another cahdaelp
outothers. She has a pas$iwmelping kids ail
excitedto be abledo so in Thailand. Cristal studied
Energyand Sustainability Policy with Pennsylvania
State University. She has volunteered with different
organizations. Aside from being
passionate about the environment, she also enjoys
teaching and helping children. She has done tutoring
and educational events. She recently waskad

Youth Care Worker, helping kids with pasttérauma
adjusto society. She enjoys reading, photography, and
horseback riding.

environmental

ChelseaPritchard

Chelseds a Youtin Development Volunteer with Peace
Corps Thailand. Ské¢oiningo Peace Corps because
she feelghe most joy when sk participatinn
something remarkable andlooking forwardo
immersing herself fully into a new culture andtadapting
the heat. Chelsea earned a BacbtBcience from
Portland State UniversitiHealth Sciences. Wiile
college she workash Peer Health Educator where she
taughther peers about all things health and wellness.
After graduatiandbefore joining the Peace Corps she
was working with kids with Autism. For fun she enjoys
playingher ukulele, readiramnd cooking. Chelseds

from Portland, Oregon.
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Youth in Development (YinD)
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Cyrus Ebadat

Cyrusis from San Jose, CA, and recently moved
back home after graduating wighA ia Political
Science from Cal Poly $i€s joininghe Peace
Corpsto explorethe world through a different
perspective artd experience aew challengén
life.Heis excitedo learn abotibe Thai cultur@nd
experienci firsthand artd work with the youth
Thailand.In the past, Cyrus has worked and
volunteereds a camp leaddor kids ranginm
ages 86 years old ands a mentor within a
program that works withisk male youth his
free timehe likesto be outdoors and taking time
read a great bodHe is also passionate about
travelingand meeting new people everywiere
goes

DaylishaHall (Reid-socially)

Daylishds from Jackson, Michigan but hasalied
workedn Austin, TX, Houston,arXliDenveiCOover

6 years. She earneBAin Psychology from Michigan
State University. S&@ining the Peace Corps with her
husband Gabriel pursue her passifom community
andyouth development. 8hexcitedo empower Thai
youthandequip them with the tools thaewikential

for themto become their own self advocates and
strengthen their communities.isStvecitedo create
lifelong relationships and travel Southeast Asia. For the
past 6 years she has wotikedducation, recently
providing collegmd career advisirtg high school
seniors. She completed a BO0r yoga teacher
certificatioin Augustof 2017 and looks forwarth
teaching Thailand!
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Youth in Development (YinD)

2

Elizabeth Steering

Elizabetlis a Youtlin Development trainee with Peace
Corps Thailand Group 130. She believes that Peace
Corps servida Thailands about opening Q Hefaxt

and mindin orderto form genuine bonds with Thai
people. Shis so excitedo improve her Thai language
skills and leaas muchasshe can abailte Thai culture
andwayof life. Elizabeth hogesempower Thai youth

by equipping them with leadegshdjcritical thinking
skills. She earnéer B.S.in Sociology from Portland
State University2016. Before comiad hailand, she
workedor the youth departmehthe Immigraaind
Refugee Community OrganizatiBortland, Oregon.
Elizabeth enjoys spicy vegetarian foods from around th
world, reading books, and practicing yoga. She was bor
andraisedn Orange County, California.

Hannah Steffe

Hannahis a PCT with Peace Corps Thailands and
currently trainirtg become a Youth Development
Volunteer. Hanna&hfrom Montclair, NJ, a suliizrb
miles outsidaf New York City. She graduated B&h a
in Rehabilitation and Human Services from Penn State
Universitin May 2017. Hannah Ideesad, run, spend
time outdoors and hangwith friends. Hannah believes
that Peace Corps servineThailands about building
bridges between two cultanedostering personal and
professional relationships. iShacredibly excited
learn moraboutheThai language, culamdpeople.
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Youth in Development (YinD)
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Keegan Small

Keegaris from Shoreline, WA, a suburb located North
of Seattle. Keegan has always been attoactsd
challenges, and Peace Corps presents a positive
challengen whichhe can growand learn. Keegan

is most excited abth#tfoodtheenvironment, and the
lifelong relationshipsoe built. Keegan hB#& from
Western Washington Univéndiglitical Science with

an emphasisn International Relations. You can find
Keegan doing muafthis volunteer work around local
schoolssa mentor, tutor, and cobxdne Summer

2016 Keegan lived San Diego for 3 months Interning
for a globahonprofit that specializesocial justice

and educatioffor youth arounithe world. Keegda
dedicated and passionate about helping youth prospe
andlivelifetoits fullest.

Larissa Delgado

Larissas trainingo become a YouttDevelopment
Volunteefior Peace Corps ThailagK HBfailian,

a New Yorker and a travel BugHofjtitoorsy and
passionatéor film and writing. She hd&Adrom
Syracuse UniversityAnthropology. PiioiPeace
Corps she was a video editing attékSIDER.
She joined the Peace Ctwpgearnhowto better
connecto people, and directly impact their lives with
onthe ground work. &hexcitedo kick off projects
that empower 7 K D kduth through the YinD
program. Shie also excitetb learn Thai, explore
the beautiful landscapet Southeast Asia, and
partakén this incredible experiasfeervitude.

40



Youth in Development (YinD)
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Laura Hyde

Laura was boamdraisedn the small towaf Yellow
Springs,OH and most recently has been liinng
PortlandME Sheis excitedo jointhe Peace Corps
andlearn about mewcommunitgndconnect across
difference. Lausdooking forwaralworking with kids
againandlearning a new language. Laura Bama
Global Studies, Frenghd Women's Gender and
Sexuality Studies. She dlas an MA in African
Studies. Recently $tasbeen workirag the Council
on International Educational Exchamghe past
Laura has worked with students through Camp Joy an
Upward Bound. She enjoys hiking, @adtingking.

Lucy Zhao

Lucyis a volunteer with Peace Corps Thlaad.
servesas a Youtlin Development volunteer where
she focusesn teaching Thai youth life dkills
become successful adultsucy works both
school settings and wititommunity promote

a more holistic approtciiouth development that
encourages youth leadersiilengagement. Lucy
believes that Peace Corps seirvitbailands
about developing meaningful relatiomsHhpes
community.Sheis excitedo immerse herséif
Thai culture, form new friendships, and enjoy Thai
food Lucyis a recent alumai the Universitf
Minnesota, graduating with aiiB Sociologyf
Law, Criminology, and Deviance and airminor
Biology. She loves being outdoors, explaring
places, and meeting new peoplgecyis from
Minneapolis, Minnesota.
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Youth in Development (YinD)
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Matthew Mikrut

Mattis a prospective YinD volunteerismarrently
training witAST130 Hebelieves that his Peace Corps
servicein Thailandis an illustrationof effective
community  development: fostering a mutual
understandirfpeople and their environments can help
provide effective insights that cantdeadlasting
impactHe cannot watib continue eating delicious Thai
food,challenge youth, leartomabout Thai culture,
pickupa Thai hobby, and learn more about himself. Mat
graduatedn 2017as a double major from Boston
Collegdn International Studarsd Economicdieis
passionate about soccBC football, philosophy,
travelling, eatingnd discussions about politics and
social justice. Even thdughas lived overseas most

of his lifehecalls Boston home.

Michael Martinez

Michael from Ausiii, a city that has taught himabve
individualism, muaitdfood He has aBS from Texas

A&M Universityn Applied Mathematics. His passions
include developing himself and his relatianstiis

as learning about life and trivia through various means
(primarily podcasts). His hobbies are reading books,
health and nutrition, learning, watching really good movies
or really bad movies, and bieiagdexploring nature.
Michaels joining the Peace Corps bedaibelieves

that thisis an opportunitin life to giveand receive
cultureHe also believes that this lsaan experience
thatwill help fulfill his personal misiginaviding basic
needs for those wotlitand developing leadership skills
inindividuals.
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Youth in Development (YinD)
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Morgan Kubishak

Morgan believeshat the Thailand Youtim
Development progranabout empowering ydath
identify their own needs, set goals, antb fuodk
solutions. Fdhe last three years she has been a
Resident Assistaimt University Housing, building
relationships with studeatsd supporting their
personal and academic successs 8oen Osseo,
Wisconsin and recently earned anB&ology from

the Universitpf Wisconsin Eau Claire along with a
Peace Corps Prep Certificate focusinghe
Environment and a Geographic Information System:
Certificate. During her college career she studied
Hmong cultuie Chiang Mai, Thailand and Chinese
Culturein Chengdu, China. Additionally, she loves
musical theatend sings often. Morgan hofmes
share her passiofts culture, the environment, and
theatewithhercommunity.

Nicholas Evans

Nick was borand raisedin Northern Californide
grewup just outsidef Sacramenti a suburb called
Elk Grove. He's been living fulirti®en Francisco
every since graduating from cdteg610.He is
joiningthe Peace Corp® make a differenaethe
world, antb immerse himseaifa culture and waly
life thats totally different from the haenows. He's
excitedo face new challengaslgrowas a person,
andhopefully make a afmewlifelong friendsthe
process. Nick has a dBAlin History and Political
Science from the Unives$iBalifornia, Santa Barbara.
Heis a news junkiandlovesto argue about politics
with family and friends. He's been wortenp for
several years now, and tinedchance right oaf
collegeto workfor a statewide elected official. He's
readyforthis adventurebegih
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Youth in Development (YinD)
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Poonam Benakatti

Poonams from Dallas, TX, where she was born and
raised. Shis servingn the Peace Corps because she
would likéo challenge herselhewways, experience

life from a different perspective, and help a developing
community reach its potentiais®ageto work with

the adolescent population, share her péssiba
STEM field, leancook Thai food, and assimilate into
a newculture. Poonamasan MS fromUT Dallasn
Applied CognitilnNeuroscience. Before departing for
service, she workdd healthcare and enjoyed
volunteeringor Girl Scouts. She has experience
working with youth through Add,in various
collegiate leadership organizatitarshobbies include
rock climbing, runnamygsailing.

Psian Aviles-Quinones

Psianis from Utuado, Puerto Rico, a smalintdiaa

Puerto Rican countrysidghasmost recently been living

in North Brunswick, New Jersey and workiaigriskth
youthin Jersey City, New jersBfieis joining the Peace
Corps because siseexcitedo cultivate hope, empower
youthin Thailand and bring about healthy cliimgje.

also very excitamltaste authentic Thai food andthearn

Thai language. Psian has a Master's De@ieecal

Social Work from Rutgers University with a conaentration
working with youth and families who have experienced
traumaMost recently, she has been doing crisis work with
youth and familissHudson County, New Jersglye

enjoys facilitating art therapy groups and empowering
youthof all ages.She loves all medivofi@rt suclas

singing, dancing, painting, sculpting and dr8twng.
enjoys traveling, learmeglanguageandmeetingiew

people. Sheis passionate about spreading positivity,
cultivating hope and empowering totheaish their best
selves.
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Youth in Development (YinD)
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Spencer Swansen

Spenceis from Seattl®y/A a city kid surroundsd
forests and mountains that swétctio the worlte
hopesto experiencdde grewup with dreamsf the
Peace Corpmndis nowseeing them contelifeas
incredible opportunity staresnhtime face He hopes
to learras muchashe can from those getsto know
andthatheis ultimately successfidringing more light
into this worlde all share. Spencer graduated from
Seattle Pacific University2015 with degree
Biology and Ecology, and then studied Fadithstry
Universityf Washington. When he's not warking
boring adult stiifé likesto read, play and listen
music,and play basketball with the yauthis
community.

Skyler Matthias

Skyler was boamdraisedn Central City, lowa and
afterspending many enjoyable wintersa, Skylées
anxiougo experience year-round waanthis also

very excitetth meet his counterparts, students and the
many smiling faces all across Thailand. Skyler recentl
received aBA in Theatre Arts and certificate
Entrepreneurship from the Univefrgitya and has
takenon many roleis theatre including teacher, actor,
director, scenic designer, improviser, clown, producer
and entrepreneur. Takitmg skills gained from his
theatre studies, Skyler has taken a break from theatre
to learn more about the world through different hands-
on opportunities. Most recently working for a non-profi
called HungerU educating college students about foo
security and hunger. Skyler enjoys reading, hiking,
backpackingndlong road trips.
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Youth in Development (YinD)

Triveni Rao

Trivenis a volunteer with Peace Corps Thailand. She
servesn Youthin Development program.Volunteering
in Peace Corplad been a long time drefom
Triveni. She beliewesnaking learning a fun activity
and hopesto build meaningful relationship with the
community membewsthatits incredible youth can
be productive participants and leafléne global
society. Triveni receilieddoctorata Physics and
hadbeen workirag a scientish oneof the National
Laboratoriegn the US Sheis also an adjunct
professoat an US university where she had been
activein promoting STEM education and career
advancemenfwomen and gitsSTEM fields. She
enjoys cooking, reading and gardeningisHriseni
Shorehani\Y.

Yaneth Pena

Yaneths originally from Los Angeles, California but
has been livingn Monroeand Raleigh, North
Carolindorthe better partl2years. Shis joining

the Peace Corps becaliskas always beeher
dreanto serve abroad and learn first hand about a
new culture. Shés excitedto breakout of her
comfort zone, learmewlanguage, make friends,
andeat altheamazing and delicious food Thailand
has to offer Yaneth has BA fromNC State
Universitin Political Science. Most recently, she has
been workingfor 4-H as a Youth Development
Program Assistant Union County. Shis
passionate abaie outdoors, dancing, and trying
newfoods
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Youth in Development (YinD)

Zari Havercome

Zariis from BrooklyNY. Thailands a location she has
beeninteresteith experiencirigryears, andowshe can
dosobyencouraging and working with dynamigngbuth

by actively immersing herself into a comimuiviey
work,and grow together. Zari haBAan Health Policy

and International and Global Studies, minoring
Anthropological Studies from Brandeis University. Sinc
graduating she has sepnsah AmeriCorps memiveat

local elementary schimadupport students with English
Language Arts and Math, through City Yeas. She
passionate about minimizing and ending axfctatimg
violence, sexual assault, and relationship abuse. Sh
spends her free time reading, producing music, writing ar
performing spoken word, travefidgating all the tasty
thingoftheworld.
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Ali Talwar

Aliis a current TESS program trainee for Peace Corps
Thailand. Ali believes that Peace Corpsisahacs
creating a beautiful balance between two cultures, the
helps both graw knowledgand development. She
looks forwatd building relationships with students and
is excitedo be livingin the Landf the Smiledh
December 2016, Ali obtained airBPsiblic Health

from Tulane University where she was a NCAA Divisio
| swimmer. She loves explthr@aytdoors, specifically
hikingand swimmingn the ocean! She also enjoys
watchingVandmovies$ Opafevits were the Navy

so sheis not "from" one place, but does consider
Jacksonvill&L home. Most recently though, she has
livedn Ashland)RandNew OrleansA
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Andrew Cole

Andyis a volunteer with Peace Corps Thaidand.
serves as an English teacherat Anuban
Phraboromrachanusorn SchmwoDon ChediHe
reports directly the school director &dneof 63
teaching staff under the supervising awhtriy
Ministryof Educatioim Thailand. The school teaches
1,300 students. Andy belitha®eace Corps service

in Thailands about forming professional and personal
relationships and helping out whdrevean. He

enjoys gettirtg experience the food, music, language
andthe peopleof Thailand, especiaie smileslin

2016 Andy earned his BrAGeographgndin 2017

earned his Colorado Teaching License through the
Universitpf Colorado-Boulder. Arsdfrom Littleton,
Colorado and enjoys camping, singing, playing frisbee
andteaching.

Andrey Shamshurin

Andrey Shamshurin is a TESS Peace Corps volunteer
Thailand. Andrey was born in Ukraine and has lived i
Sacramento California for the last thirteen years. He h:
attended Sacramento State and majored in English. F
has worked as a teacher assistant, focusing on childre
with disabilities. Andrey hopes to integrate into the Th
community and learn as much as possible about the Th
culture. He looks forward to working with children an
starting projects that focus on literacy and the needs

students.
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Ashley Abigail Resurreccion

Ashleyis a Volunteer with Peace Corps Thailand. She
servesas an EnglistCa Teachein Anuban Proborom

Don Chedi, Thailand. She repdhts principal aad

a teaching staff under the MimstBducationn
Thailand. The school teaches ata200students.
Ashley believésePeace Corjis Thailand contributes

to the wealtlof culture and educatioyn nurturing
strong relationships diverse communities. $he
humblettytheeagernessf Thai studenis,motivated

to share American cultuaed is appreciativef

7 K D L GobdQréu$igndcultural events.2016, she
graduated with a degire®sychologgnd Sociology

from California State University, Northridge and taught
Special Needs studeattBlorthpoint School. Astdey
fromLosAngeles, California.

Benjamin Lordi

Benis from Denver, Colorado whegeewup and went
to college. Heis joining the Peace Corps bedagise
wantgo experience and learn aboeteulture Heis
excitedo getto know a hew commuaitgilearn a new
languageHeis also excited teach Englistsa foreign
language, somethhmghas some experience injsbut
excitedo learn more about. Ben hBéia Psychology
from the UniversifiDenverdehasbeen workiras a
bartendesndbanquet serviertheHospitality Schaol
the Universitgf Denver.He loves music and plays the
guitamndhealso love® cook.
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Berline Exume

Berlinés originally from Orangé Berline has livied

a small town named Muhlenb&4 for the pastO

years. Shés joiningthe Peace Corps becaussr
mission and life goal has alwaystbeagwve back.
Berline also lovés travel,so she sees thias an
opportunitto kill two birds with one stone. Bisrline
most excited abole schoothatshe wilbe a parpf

and the impact she hopesmake. Berlinis also
excitedo create new memories. Berline Bs#sira
Secondary Education (English) from Kutztown
University. Berline a membepnf Sigma Lambda
Gamma Sororityc Berline recently moved back home
from Philadelphia where she tautjhtgrade
Technologys a Permanent Substitute Teacher. Berline
has hadthe opportunitip volunteer all ovsertown

with the likesf the Salvation Araayd The Girls and
Boys Clubs where she worked with kids. iBerline
passionate about service and loves making people
smile. She also loves marsivriting.

Bethany McHugh

Bethanys a Peace Corps Traimed hailand. She
currentlyn training with the Teacher Empowdaonent
Student Success (TESS) PragrBion Chedi. Bethany
receivedher E D F K Hdedred fi VEarly Childhood
Education, and excitedo applyher knowledgand

skillsin a foreign country. Bethany believes that Peace
Corps serviage Thailangs about servirfgercountryas

well as Thailand, through training edudatdnave
efficient English teaching and lesson planning skills. St
believesierservice heris all about empowering others
througtthe powerof education. Bethany enjoys outdoor
activities, yoga, laymgthe beach, hanging out with
family and friends, and eating. Bethdrom Azle,
Texas.
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Christalynn Hamer

Christalynis a volunteer with Peace Corps Thailand.
She serveasan English teachaWat Sadan school

Don Chedi. She temporarily repmrtbe school
principal arid oneof the five volunteers complagng
teaching practicumlieuof receiving permanent site
location. Christalynn believes Peace Corpsiservice
Thailand means meetimg peopleof her community
where they ase she can give wholeheartedly and learn
about their cultucebetter herselhdherenvironment.
Sheis most excited about learttiedanguage, trying
newfoods, and bonding Wwehcounterpart/community
through hobby exchange. Christalynn learBedlin
English with a miniar Professional Education from
Austin Peay State University. She enjoys reading,
watching movies, crafting, writing, coakidg,
gardening. Christaligfinom Nashville, Tennessee.

Christine Chorney
Christings from Armada a small comminmty but has
most recently been lidngteachingn Rochester Hills.

She joined the Peace Corps because she has alway
wantedo learn more about other cultures and live abroad
Sheis excitedo continuéo work with children, and try the

authentic Thai cuisine. Christine Basfram Oakland

Universitin Elementary Education. Most recently, she has
beensubstitute teachinghird grade. She has also been a

partof a nonprofit farm. Skepassionate about nutrition
andfitness. For three years, Christine hasavarkatre

studio. She also completed her yoga instructorrraining.
her spare time, Christine enjoys crafting, baking/cookin

andbeing outdoors.
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Clark Finkelstein

Clarkis a Volunteer with Peace Corps Thdlandg
this time Clark hoptesbuild relationships and trust
within the school and commui&he want$o help
create a positive learning environmeabatlolved
with school andommunity eventShe has a passion
foryoga, dancandreadingndhopego bring somef
these hobbie® her school. Clark wattthelp the
community with whatever they n8hd. has always
loved traveling and learning about new cdlaris.
gratefulto have the opportunity teach and train
alongsidbercounterparis Thailand.

Crystal Carter

Crystal has a BiBIntegrated Elementary Education
withan emphasifn Early Childhood Education and
Englistasa Second Language from the Uniwérsity
Nevada, Reno. From the Univaisigvada, Reno,

she also obtained a Ba$iuman Development and
Family Studies. @ She has been working and
volunteering with children grades preK-5 since high
school. WheN K IHdt kereading Harry Potter, she
enjoys running and doing pilates. She loves trying
new recipes with friends and taking trips anywhere
(from the park down the sted¢he gelato lined
streetofltaly).
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Dillon Kasel

Dillonis a volunteer for Peace Corps Thdilaisl.
volunteeringn the TESS program that focuses
teaching students and teadbéesmore prolific using

the English languageDillon received his degree
Historyat Mercyhurst Univergitirie, shortly aftex

became a volunteer for ABLE. This organization focused
on encouraging, teaching, and mentoring the inner city
youthof Buffalo, New York. Dikdnoking forwatal
teachinghe very intelligent studeatsl peopleof
Thailand-de hopedo bridge a gap between these two
cultures and learn more about the asaowhole.

The most excitingw experiences thag is looking
forwardo is learning more abthe food, language,
andamazing peop€Thailand.

Elizabeth Kutka

Lizis from Stone Ridge, a small iov@entral New
York known for its library and tmwkas recently
beenlivingn Burlington, Vermont for graduatamebrk
maple syrup. Shas always dreamexd joiningthe
Peace Corpw experiencéne world deeply, atal
become a better teacher.iStvecitedo integrate with

Thai communitiésstumble through language learning,
andto eatrice every day. basbachelors degreeas
Childhood/Special Educatdod Mathematics from
SUNY Geneseo. Sikse completindgner Masterdn
TESOL through the Masters International pt&gram
Michael's, combinihgr passionfor teaching and
linguistics. She has also been substitute teaching
volunteering withe local refugee community, and
working retail. Her hobbies include reading,
photography, mathemadicdeating evefgod
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Emmanuel Kidd

Emmanueis a Peace Corps trainiee PST130:
Thailand. Emmanuel currenitypre-service training

in Don Sarai; trainifmyserveas a primary education
Englisltoteachersheis currently a trainbedoes

not yet servat a school. Emmanuel hdpegarn

about Thai cultumadthe Thai languags muchas

he will teachHe believeghat Peace Corps offers
invaluable opportunities build cultural bridges,
through shared work and community experiences.
Emmanuedt a martial artistndis fascinately the

sport Muay Thai. Emmanuel received a B.Aindegree
history from Towson UniversBaltimore, Maryland.

He has workeih special educaties a WHDFKHUJV
assistanfor two years. Emmanisefrom Baltimore,
Maryland.

Eric Mills

Ericis partof Peace Corps Thailand Group H80.
believes Peace Corps seniicean excellent
opportunityo teach the English Languag€hai
studentss a path for opporturityd successas
well as build relationships between Thai and
American culturdsricis excitedorthe challengs
teaching anithe learning experiertoehimself will
have,as partof the culturally vibramd beautiful
countryof Thailand. Eribas a BA in English
Literature from Temple Univetdityhad the
privilegeo tutorstudents during his timechool
andtaught music lessamisoth guitar and violite
lovesto read, write and play socEkis interested
infarminganavid book collector and pregysmall
bluegraskandwith two friends.
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Gabriel Reid

Young Brother Reid ha8Ain History from the
Historically Black College/University, Morgan State
Universityin Baltimore, Marylartde has had the
privilegéo volunteer for two years with AmeréSarps
College Access CoatlHouston, Texds has had

the honotto teach Middle SchimoHistory, Math, and
Writing;and he has taught High School English.
Furthermorégeis a Certified Personal Trandhe
tutordn-home Mathematics, Reading, and Whiting
spare timeHe is extremely passionate about chess
and,accordingp Chess.conhe is rankedn the top

98% percentilef chess playefer Blitz Chess the
world!'He is excitedto grow with his beloved wife,
Daylishaas their journey takes themthis Peace
Corps adventure!

Halena Benson

Halena Bialli” is a volunteenthe TESS program. She
is excitedfor the opportunitp teach and utilizee
various skilis hercommunitio hopefully stimulate
increased focos English fluency. Halli dedid¢ain
the Peace Corps becauser beliefs align withe
ground-up, process over productdbPesmce Corps
programs. Halli hasBa from Universitf Central
Floridan Interdisciplinary Studies, focosimghavioral
and social sciences, educatom, music. She knows
this time teachiimgThai schools will all@sto practice
herpassioffiorcreative education. This opporspaty

of a period where Halli pkangavel and learn from
school systems around the world. Halliowesgsrch
theimpacbf creative expressmmthe learning process
andthe possible implicationgeatingieweducational
modelsaindeducation refonrmAmerica.
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Jenny Samuelson

Jennyis from Melros®JA andnowlivesin Malden, a
small cite5 minutes outside Bost&feis joining the
Peace Corpto challenge herself and fully immerse
herselina new language and cultigany expects this
experiencego be one of the hardest she will ever
encounteandis very excitelth work witln older age
groupof children than she has previously worked with.
Jenny has BAfrom Salem Universitizarly Childhood
EducationShe has been teaching preschool and toddler
studentén a bilingual Japanese/English Daycare setting.
She enjoys staying activall seasons with hiking,
showboarding, swimnand dancing.Also, she loves
paintingnddrawing!

Julia Schreiner-Wolf
Juliais a trainee with Peace Corps Thailants She
trainingn Suphanburi Province, Amphur Dona&shedi,

part of the Teacher Empowerment and Student

Success (TESS) Program. Shigewitimpletinger
teacher practiclahBan Naret School. Julia believes
Peace Corps seniic&hailan about engaging with
and integrating into local communitiesnake
sustainable change accordance with community
goals. Shés excitedo teach Thai students because
theyseem very friendly and emadearn English. She
is also looking forwaodlearning moref the Thai

languageso she can build deeper relationships with

community members. Julia eafmsd BA in

International Politics & Economics from Middlebury
Collegein 2017. She loves being active, especially

through running and dancing. iddtiam Wilmette,
lllinois.
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Kali Ask

. D Galvhunteer with Peace Corps Thaildserves
asan English teachierthe TESS programH fHivied
thePeace Corpeexpose himsadfother wayst living

and challenge himseif areashe wouldn't otherwise
havethechance. D hadgvod experiendaghe past
with helping othéneducational settirggslhopes his
service witle a vehicléo have additional involvements
akinto these. Kali has BS fromthe Universityf
Minnesota Physics witm emphasis Teaching-e
invests timeén playing guitar, studying ethnobotany,
observinghe night sky, and watchigklién.LQ J~
he aspiresto someday learmo sail and read
hieroglyphics. His favorite bisrie xeric shrubland
deseraindhis favorite metabolic prasdstosis.

Kara Anthony

Karais a nativeof Jackson, Tennesseat has most
recently been living and warkihigntsville, Alabaasa
aneducator and researcher. Kara enjoys learning, writing
andtraveling. Shs joining Peace Corps because she
haspassionforeducation, service, and cultural diversity.
Sheis most excited about learning more about Thailand
culture, meeting peoplad creating and establishing
meaningful friendships. Kaaa a BS from Middle
Tennessee State UniveirsRyblic Administration with a
concentratian Prekawand SW/ Family Studies, and a
MS from Alabam#&&M Universityin Family and
Consumer Science with a concentiratidDF and

Family Studies. Sisecurrently a4grade educator
Alabama,and a research analyst, where she has
conducted various studien resilience, human
developmerndmorality.
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Lee-Hoon Benson

LeeHoon is excited to co-teach English to rural Thai
students and honored to teach alongside a Thai
teacher. She believes her own experience as a learne
of English as a Foreign Language can be useful in
helping Thai students master the English language.
Intercultural learning is one oftlR&R gagsions and

she hopes to gain better insights into Thai culture
through this service. Born and raised in Malaysia, Lee
Hoon has taught high school, supported students at tw
Minnesota colleges and managed programs at severa
QRQSURILWY 6KH KDV D EDFKHC
and education from Universiti Sains Malaysia and &
masters in public policy from the University of
Minnesota. Lee-Hoon enjoys reading, gardening, hiking
traveling, and cooking with family and friends.

Maisony Schendel

Maisy is a Volunteer with Peace Corps Thailand.
Currently, she senie@racticuras an English teacher

at Anuban Phraboromrachanusorndonchedi School,
Suphanburi Province. Maisy believes the Peace Corps
servican Thailand means making connections with the
Thai people and cultonea personal level and sharing

our profound experiences togetheris Sinast excited

about the food, shared music, gaitikgow her
students, and strengthening her tatslityakhe Thai
language. Maisy earheB.Ain Elementary English &
Middle School Science from Gustavus Adolphus College
in 2017, where she was the presifentvolunteer
organization Students Today Leaders Forever. She
enjoys doing arts & crafts, cooking, reading)amig
learninchowto playthe ukulele. Maisy from Edina,
Minnesota.
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Mary Kubinski

Maryis a volunteer with Peace Corps Thailand with the
Teacher Empowerméat Student Success (TESS)
Program. Mary belietlest Peace Corps servioe
Thailandis about the respectful strengtheofing
intercultural bridges and createpportunity for day-
today mutual learning. Marneagerto continue
working with Thai students, who have been thoughtfu
andengaged. Maig/excitedo continue building new
friendships, learnithg Thai languagand preparing

Thai dishes. Mary earnedB#efrom William Smith
Collegén Political Science and Public Policy. Mary has
workedn classrooms and English progre@eneva,

New York and Grahamstown, South Africeai®he
avid reader, long-distance runner, anaf foedrand
wines. Margfrom Elmira, New York.

Michael Wade

Michaelis a Volunteer with Peace Corps Thailand.
Michaels originally from PhiladelgP¥ewherene left

the cold winterfor the warm weather and snoifes
Thailand. Michael believes thatihé¢iregPeace Corps

is about making sustainable change and iseaving
way he can.He is excitedo learn moref the Thai
language and work with the Thai people. Michael has a
BAfrom Drexel Universitylarketing. Before joining the
Peace Corpsie was managing factoiie€hina that
manufacture clothing accessoHes.oversaw the
operationsfthe fastest growing compaRfiladelphia
andeducated all employeawarious topics important
to the company. Michagdassionate about hockey and
Koreamopmusic.
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Monique Ogunsusi

Moniqués from Riverdale, Ga, a quiet suburdf fret
Atlanta metropolitan area.iSf@ning the peace corps
because she has a strong désireelp a needing
communitygs well explore the cultofsoutheast Asia.
Sheis most excited about learning Thai and Thai traditions
She's been working with kids for over 2 years and can't wi
to learn about child@ra culture different fimanown.
Moniguéhas a BA from Georgia TechChemical and
Biomolecular engineerinthroughout college she has
worked with AmeriCorps Jumgstaviolunteeringn
underfunded city pre-K classrooms. She has a stron
passion for music! She plays guitar and piano amd loves
produce musitherspare time.

NhiLe

Nhiisinthe TESS Program for Peace Corps Thailand. She
believeshatPeace Corps seniite K D L QUDpQ<esy V

to promote cross-cultural understanding emgower

the teacherand youthfor future success. Sisemost
excitedo work with Thai schools because she loves the
enthusiasmndexcitement people have when discovering
thejoyof learning somethimgw Sheis looking forward

to learning about Thai culture through her corfimunity.
2013 Nhi earned her Br*Classical Civilization from the
Universitpf Vermont, with minor&nglistand Studio

Art. She has volunteea¢d school for children with
disabilitiei Quito, Ecuador. Subsequentlyoghaght
Englishin Sano, Japdior one year. She lowesead,

watch movies, hikend travel. Nhis from Lancaster,
Pennsylvania.
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Nicholas Melrose

Nickis from Kansas City but méw&thampaign, lllinois
in 2013for school and currently residldétinoisHe is
joining the Peace Corps bedasisepassionate about
education. Nidék looking forwatd contributintp his
community. Nick graduated from the UnioErsity
Missouri-Kansas Gity2013 with BAin English and
Spanish Literaturéle then pursued a Mastdr
Educationat the Universitpf lllinois at Urbana-
Champaign. While a graduate saididinbis, Nick had
the opportunitio teach several undergraduate seminar
courseintheDepartmenfEconomics. After completing
his EAM in 2015,he began working full-tiesean
academic advisorthe Departmeot Econ wherke
continuedo teach. Nicls passionate about education
andloves working with students!

Philip Hendrix

Philis a Trainee with Peace Corps Thalatill
serveasan English teachierthe TESS progratdeis

looking forwatdmastering the language, learning more
about Thai culture, and building lasting connections with
his peers, students, and neighbors. Phip getween
Boston, MAand LondonUK He earned hi8A in
Economics from Amherst Coliage2014. After
graduatindhe taught English Chindor a year, where

he passed the HSK Level 5 Chinese Proficiency Test and
earned a TEFL Certifitateach EnglishChina. Back

in Bostonhe has workeat a management consultancy

and at a specialist providdrfinancing solutions for
regulated financial institutiblesloves sports, music,
andmindfulness practice.
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Robert Leonard

Skipis from Seneca Fali¢Y. Skip werto collegeat

SUNY Geneseo) none other than Genedgd, At
Geneseo, Skigot a BA in Mathematics, and met Liz
Kutka, wheltee became sweppin herdreamsf joining

the Peace Corps. Skip and Liz ntovdrlington, VT,
where they have been eagerly making this dream a realit
Skipis very exciteth teach Englisindgo on this next
adventure with Liz. Skipd previously taugtan
Astronomy Lab during hisattB8&INY Geneseo, and has
experience helping younger children get motivated abol
reading while workatgas a librariartle workedas a

Data Entry Specialist J8rMorgan before coming
Thailand. Skip enjoys eating Thai food and sweating all tt
Thaime.

Ruhamaiah Bradley

Myais from New York City, more specifically Naflem,

Mya joined Peace Corps because she understands that
opportunitig not distributed equally and waptevide

others with the opportutdtylearn and better their
English. Shis excitedo learn about Thai culture and
exchange somaéher culture with the people she meets.

In 2017, Mya graduated from SUNY Plattsburgh with her
B.A.in Genderand : R P H G@fuifies with a minor
journalism Duringher undergraduate career, she wrote
articles and produced videothe student newspaper.

She also spent a semester voluniedvingbcco where

she taught Engligh adults. Somef 0\ D fhdbbies
include playing chess, photogi@pdwideography.
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Tatiana Velez

Tatianas a Volunteer with Peace Corps Tha#had.
servesas a TESS Voluntefar Group 130. Tatiana
believes that Peace Corps sdrvileailands about
teaching Thai students Enggithey are abte excel
inthefuture. Peace Corps service will also help create
meaningful relationship betweehhaiand American
culture. Tatians most excited about working with
childrerandintegratingn a new community. $halso
excitedto gain more knowledge teaching foreign
languages through the PC, practicum sahdbks,
counterpart. Tatiasdooking forwatd learning more
abouthe Thai language, foaddculture. Tatiana was
bornin Greenville, South Carolina. Tatiana earned he|
B.A.in English from Lander Universi®p17. Her
favorite hobbies include reading, yoga, hiking, and hul
hoopdancing.

Timothy Connors

Timis from Hopedale, Massachusetts. After attending
collegen EastonMAhe movedo Boston and has lived
andworked there feix yearsHeis joining the Peace
Corps fathe challengef teaching Engligha country
where Englisiis not a primary languaged to
experience reewcultureas a membearfthecommunity.

He expectgo be challenged every dymeet many
newpeople, and bike everywhere. Tim has a Master's
English composition and a TEFL cerhfidats.taught
introductory college writing cofosdwee years and
Englishio nornative speakeasdifferent skill levels for
oneyear.Heis an avid reader and writer who enjoys
books, movies, discussing books and movies, practicing
yoga, runningndmeditating.
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Timothy Van Sickle

Tim was raised Minneapolis, MN, the yourajest
children. Following high sdfexmmpleted his BaA.
Evergreen State Olympia WA with a focusn
International Politics. Following graduatimyedo
PortlandDRwheréhe dove into the wasfgouth and
community development, workingtwisth youtand
families witthe Boys & Girls CluldfSWWashington,
and most recentiyn Portland©OR with,"l Have a
Dream" Oregon. JoirtimgPeace Corps has always
beena dreanof his andhe is beyond exciteit
experience Thai culture, develop long lasting
friendshipsandto contributany wayhe canto the
educationfthechildren and families with viteosl
workln his own time Tisrpassionate about muesic,

a musician and fan, anaso a lovefthe outdoors,
alwaysipfora hike, camping tapadventure.

TrevorBurba

Trevor believes that Peace Corps serVitalands

about cross culture exchamgkbuilding relationships.

He greatly appreciates all the warmness and hospitality
the peoplef Thailand have already showrirh2917

Trevor earnedBBMand aBAin International Studies

from the Universigf Kentucky. Trevads from
Bardstown, Kentucky.

66



Group 130
List of PST Staff

Core Staff

Ms RumpatChalongsuk

Mr. Wichai Dornnam

Mt Thanakom Yospolsakul
Mr. Chaturon Kathong
Ms. Wanthida Saiphim

Assistant and Support

Lanquage Inteqgratidfacilitator

Ms. ArayAnanprakrit
Ms.Arunee Thongratanakaew
Ms.Bharistha Sreshthaputra
Mr.Kiattichai Panyanin
Ms.Kessirirak Nityasuddhi
Ms.Krisaporn Suriyachan

Ms. Pannarat Yutthawareec\s Kritsana Tongmual
Ms. Sirina Oungvitoonsatit Ms.Nopparat Nakruang

Ms. Mai Yongkhum
Ms. Sasiwimon Janpoung

Homestay Coordinator
Mr. Pattarapo@paowai

PST Driver

Mt Jira Kunkongstien
Mt Saman Tempiam
Mr. Warin Phikunthong

Ms.Nussara Khakhao
Mr.Pisut Prasertpan
Mr.Prawate King-Ngern
Ms.Suleewan Sinsanyanukul
Ms.Thanapron Boonmun
Ms.Wanpen Outharasawat
Ms.Wanwisa Yingyuad
Ms.Wero Eckert
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Rumpai Chalongsuk

(Training Manager)

Rumpai has servasithe Training ManagarPeace Corps
Thailand again since July 2014. From May Ré6dmber
2006 she serveds the Program Managsr Teacher
Collaboration & Community Outreach (TCCO) BRrogram
Peace Corp Thailand ahdn changingher positionto
Training Manager from January@®tag 2009. She worked
fora French compamylLouisiana, USA for 4.5 years before
returning bat¢t Peace Corps Thailand. RyiBeace Corps,
Rumpai work&dthe non-profit seasra Senior Consultant
for Kenan Institute Asia, emphasimiagcial accountability.
She also had experienced working with many priva
companieim Thailand. Rumpsma native Thai and a graduate
of Master Degree, majar International Business from
Dhurakitpundit Univeraitda B.Engn Chemical Engineer
from Chulalongkorn Univeisitangkok. Rumpai loves
travellingndpracticing Vipassana meditation.

Wichai Dornnam
(Training Assistant)
Wichais originally from Khon Kaen NortlofH&stiland-e
movedo Bangkok, whemeworked and attended colldge.
received his% D F K HI€gre® tkerand furthered his
educatiorby attendinghe Berkeley English Academy
Berkeley, Californi&le subsequently received his MBA
300 X V I0@D\D\I Hieid Rhah"Kaen University (Bangkok).
He workedat the Asian Instituté Technology, the Asian
Disaster Preparedness Cegntigtthe Asian Development
Bank before joining the Peace @ofpscember 20Hs
Training Assistant. Wighekcitedo have the opportumndy
have more experience with the American toulkeve|op
strong friendshigisdto assistn any way thae canto make
a positive contributiothe group with whbewill workde
hastravelled extensivielfeurope anith the U.S.In his free
time,he triesto capture the beautleveryday life through
eatingandphotography.
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Thanakom Yospolsakul

(Language and Culture Coordinator)

Thanakom has been workéthe LanguagandCross
Culture Coordinator (LCC) since January 2014. Thanako
joined Peace Corps ThailanNovember 20Es a
Language Integration Facilitatdf16, Thanakom was

a temporary duty offin@CTimor Leste assisandto

work with the LCC there. ®rtus affiliation with Peace
Corps Thailand, his career has spanned work for mor
thanl6yeardn teaching the Thai langusdgerlitz and
teaching element school studgmMdST international
school. Thanakom was also a team iteddeeloping

the Thai language curricuiemBerlitz Thailanéile
earned his M.A& English for Careers and Bacbklor
Law from Thammasat University. Thanakom enjoys
readingandwriting short storiekis also a bi¢anof

stage performances, especially Broadway musicals!

Chaturon Kathong

(YinD Programming and Training Specialist)

After his graduatiar2003, Chaturon started working with
Peace Corpas LIF for Group 117-119 and came back
again for Groupl23 He enjoys workirgs a bridge
between two different cultures. After Peac@edGisgs,
worked with InternatioBatjanizatidior Migration (IOM)

as a trainer who provided pre- departure ti@ining
refugeem the temporary shelters alomghai-Myanmar
borderline who netede resettledh the third countries.
When Peace Corps started YoD#velopment program,

he did not hesitatat all to applyfor the position
33URJU rRiPraiin6 S H F LHIsgutfealihg told

him that this wik 3 Wikughest jobR X gWeHORYH G~
andit is true. Working with diverse gmiwsunteers

and community members each year helps him grow
professionabiydspiritually.
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Wanthida Saiphim

(TESS Programmirand Training Specialist)

Wanthidas a Programmiand Training Specialist for
TESS program. She has been wimkiteace Corps

for5 years. Before working with Peace Corps, she was
a volunteer servin@ Muslim commuumityanisland

in Southern Thailand for a ysrpassion has always
beenworking with childrend in a developmental
sector. She believes that wdkiRgace Corps aligns

well with her values. She enjoys supporting Peace
Corps volunteeasd their Thai counterpaasvork
together effectively, succesahdlyappily during their
service. She believésat the contributiorof the
volunteers will broaden FhiL O Lz draate a
long-lasting, positive learning envirdanttesn, and
improve their liveshe long ruim herfree time, she
enjoys having meaningful dialogues with friends, readin
goodbooks, watching interesting mantethinking
aboutifeingeneral.

CORE STAFF Group Photo
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Pannarat Yutthawareechai

(TESS Programming & Training Assistant)

Pannarat has been workig Programmiragnd Training
Assistanfor Teacher Empowerméort Student Success
(TESS) prograat Peace Corps Thailand. Pannarat earned
herB.Ain Psychology from Thammasat Univwersitgtion

to Clinical Psychology and Bhe been traineas a
psychologist psychiatric hospital. Badan opportunity
workin USAas a cashieat Indianapolis zéor 3 months.
Before joining Peace Corps, she has asrkeduman
Resource Officar St 6 W H S Ktdi@ffivhal School for
approximately 2 years. While she was atthérsghool,

she had a part timegsl Teaching Assistatf?honicsst
Institute. Recently, shexcitedo workin cross cultural
environment, non-profit organizatigpbeasedo work with
children. Pannarat enjoys playing sports, especial
badminton and swimming.iShdan of Netflix and Asian
T.V. series.

Sirina Oungvitoonsatit

(YinD Programming & Training Assistant)

Sirinais originally from Nakhonratchasima(Korat) North-East
of Thailand. She moteBangkoto study secondary school

and university. She receiveelr % D F K HIEgRebif V
Education (Business Education) from Kasetsart University and
graduated Mastef Technology Management (MTM) from
Universitpf New South Wales, Sydney Australia. She had
experienced working with both private sector and Non-profit
sectolin Thailand. She worleesdtHuman Resources Officer

at Savethe Children Swed&EAPRegional Office, worked

as a Visa Assistardtt Embassyof Sweden, Human
Resources  Assistant, Workshop  coordiratdr
Procurement&Admin Assistant Save the Children
International(SCI) and Consultant (Programme Assistant) for
the United Nations Offime Drugs and Crime (UNODC)
ROSEAP office before jothi@e&eace Corps December
2017asa YinD Programming Training Assistant. Sirina loves
listeningp music, watching movie, travatigdghotography.
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Mai Yongkhum

(Site Logistics Assistant)

Mai joinined the Peace Corps Pre- Service Training
(PST130Q in December 201ds a Site Logistic
Assistant. Thisherfirst time workifayPeace Corps.

She is excited fothe opportunityo have more
experiences with the American cahdte,develop
strong friendships. She likes wahkihgupporting
peace Corps tedowork effectively. dadriginally

from Chiang Mai, Noftlhailand and growpthere.

She receivelder % D F K degriedJffiovh Chiang Mai
University. After graduated,vsorkedat Club Med

Bali, Indonesia and Club Med Guilin, Guangxs China
a Gentle organizZg0O.)for 2 yearsand workedor

Global Leadership Adventure (@LAYhailand
Elephant Village Initiative Summer Camp Program for
summers

Sasiwimon Janpoung

(Site Logistics Assistant)

Sasiwimornis originally from Rachaburi province,
Southwestf Thailand, and movedNonthaburi with
herparents. She grewin the village and studied
therural schoolShe received tHé D F K HeQreel I V
in Environmental Science from Thammasat University
in 2017. Before jointhg Pre- Service Training (PST
130 Peace Corps Thailand a Site Logistic
Assistant, Sasiwimon inteased General Officar
Lomography Thailand, &add Departmenas a
research assistamDecember 2017. $hexcitedo

have the opportunitygain more experience with
American culture and atshave chanc® speak
English with native speakers. Sasiwimdo Vowds
with people and volunteersis&agjeto explorg¢he
worldandhave more adventurous life experience.
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Jira Kunkongstien

(Local Driver)

Jira was born on 15th May 1964. He earned a vocational
certificate from Thai Suriya Technical college, Bangkok. He
loves playing sports, cooking and playing guitar. Jira has
been working with Peace Corps since PST 127. He has no
idea about what PC does when he first joined R&T, now
has learnt more about it and realized this job has actually
beeroffering him great opportunities to learn things he has
never experienced before, e.g. American culture, language
and foreigner dalily life.

a4

Pattarapong Chaowai

(Homestay Coordinator)

Pattarapong is a Homestay Coordinator who comes up v
an extensive experience of volunteering and staying w
the host families abroad (e.g. Turkey, U.S.A., Per
Hungary, South Korea, Japan). Before joining Peac
Corps, he has worked in the field related to internatior
development, environmental sustainability, migration, &
volunteerism with government agency, internation
organizations, diplomatic mission and research projec
&EXUUHQWO\ KHfV SXUVXLQJ D PI
Development in Grenoble, France, where he ha
developed his deeper interest in global developme
discourse and its impacts to local community dynamic.
is also interested in international relations and diploma
he went to Thammasat University, Thailand for a bache
degree in International Relations.. To have ¢
multidimensional set of life experience is one of his ma
OLIHYVY JRDOV +DYLQJ DSSHQGLF
Mountains is part of it.
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Saman Tempiam

(Local Driver)

Saman Tempiam was born on 5th9%gnil Khai

Bang Rachan District, Sing Buri. He finished
Matthayori from Tha Chang Wittayakarn School.
He has diverse professions ranging from
Agriculture, mechanism, carpentry, driving,
plumbing to welding. Saman has been working with
Peace Corps as a driver sincelP&He is very
appreciated this opportunity as it allowed him to
work with talented people from different
backgrounds as well as with foreigners. Undertaking
this position has enhanced his ability in various
aspects, roles and responsibilities, working as a
team player, manners, exploring new places and
cultures, and language. He is thankful for being
trusted to carry out this task with Peace Corps.

Warin Phikunthong

(Local Driver)

Warin Phikunthomg originally from Don Chedi
Suphanburi. He is happy to work with Peace Corps.
From this opportunitye has learnt more about
language and American culture. He has gained new
interesting experientteghe could share them with

his son. He humbly thanks Peace Corps for the
opportunity to work in BST
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Araya Ananprakrit

(Language Integration Facilitator)

Araya has workddr Peace Corps Thailaamsl a
Language Integration Facilitator since December 201
PST125and agaimPST126, 127, 12829and130

Araya started teaching Thai since 2009 and got
Graduate Diploma and a Master degfeaching
Thaias a Foreign Language from Srinakharinwirot
University. She got a BrmAJournalisnand Mass
Communication from Thammasat Universitgdand
workedas a D.Jon the radio programs 30ryears.

She also has experienced woalsireg narratofor
documentary and many T.V. progkam$reelancer,

she occasionally works with non-profit orgamigations
a project coordinator. She enjoys |eaemiigings
through different projearsd tasks. Araya loves
needlework, trekking and usually ijoisgiritual
training.

Arunee Thongratanakaew
(Language Integration Facilitator)
Aruneds a Bangkok-born person. She #asDeaF KHO R U V
degreen English teachiagd O D V Viegte&n¥nglish-
Thai-English translation. She had waorksebveral
positionsn various international organizations during the
past 30 years. And she has also been a freelance
translatoandinterpretefior over20 yearsas well. She
hasgotpassiolin being a teachandas she usetb get
a chance beirg English teacharprimary schoofsa
remote area when she wdddedcompany, she realized
that Thai students need more imprové@mEnglish
capability. Aruné® interestedn joining Peace Corps
because she learned about the program that
prepare American voluntéeise English teacheirs
Thailand nationwide. She woutd tika part that helps
developing Engl&iillsof Thai students.
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Bharistha Sreshthaputra

(Language Integration Facilitator)

Bharisth@s from Chiangmtig northof Thailand where

she lives and wofksmorethan25years. She originally
came from Bangkok and muvetudy foher BA at
Chiangmai Univergitfrrench majoring dret MSc.n
Geosocial Based Sustainable Developmafdejo
University. She joins the Peace Corps (P&%-430)
Language Integration Facilibatbl= Prior, she has 8
years of working experience with the Thai NGO, the
community and Thai teaabfeéhe government schools
theremote areas the nortandwestof Thailand where
majorities are the indigenous people. She commits her:
to helpthe disadvantage peojpteThailand. She also
worked fan American and Swedish INd®ailanéor

2 years. She was a French speakingngtidéandor
12years. Therefore, she loves trageltmgh.

Kiattichai Panyanin

(Language Integration Facilitator)

Kiattichai has graduated from Ramkhamheang
Universityn BangkokHe has worked with Peace
Corps Thailaras a Language Integration Facilitator
(LIF) since 2015. Before joining Peace l@orps,
worked with a non-profit organize@brang Mai for

2 yearshe workeds a Project Leader. The projects

he led included workiog eco-tourism, educating
Thai and Burmese refugees, promoting sustainable
tourism, and promoting elephant conservation,
protection and cardle is passionate about
volunteerism becawsdis personal relationship with
Buddhism which holds the belief that when, "you give
somethingp others, you shall expect great things
return.'In his free timiee enjoys cooking and taking
time to pursue photography, a skill Hbahas

perfected over time.
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Kessirirak Nityasuddhi

(Language Integration Facilitator)

Kessirirak has bemmLIF for Peace corps Thailand since
PST120. Many years ago, a girl from the smallsewrld
comingo BangkoKor studyingn the facultgf journalist
and mass communicat@nThammasat University. She
dreameaf workingn an advertising company. §bigt.
Then shbadanewdream and many dreafsgorkingn

a big city. She usterbe a news reporter Dd on radio
programs, a lyricist arwgproducer. AlImad yearsof
workingn the entertainment busirniessinedo be boring
andshe starteth learn somethiimga totally different ways
of life. Studying master degféeaching Thas a foreign
language leaded hemeetnewpeople, different norms,
explore the worlthdalso grewap Working with Peace
Corps pushdgerto understanithe others bettas wellas
knowing herself better. Now she loves teaching Th
languagandpracticing Vipassana meditation

Krisaporn Suriyachan

(Language Integration Facilitator)

Krisaporiis a Language Integration Facilitat@mrto Peace

Corps, she was a trained medical and court interpreter serving
with several nonprofit organizationas@atholic Charities
providing servicas help refugees and immigrants freely
communicate language barriers. She edirigd/ ddétre§ V

in Social Work from the Unives§itghicago, workirag
Heartland Alliance undertaking the Freedom from Trafficking
Program. Her role vwaselp clients buthk capacityo be

ableto standon their feet arek ableto returrto societyand

live a normal life. And anotherayédmward Brown Health
Center assisting HIV+ cliemtsomplete their AIDS Drug
Assistance Program applicationsaSalkso been a volunteer

ata Thai Buddhist Teniplehicago for more than seven years
settingup various workshop programs asistedical & legal
interpreter training, florist sessaond:nglish programs for
adults, manage-kind donatiofor the templeand Thai
community. 77
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Kritsana Tongmual

(Language Integration Facilitator)

Kritsana graduateekbachelan English. She was born
in Isan region, Surin, a provahetephantsOn 2006,
she started her firstgsla Guest relations Offat&ix
Senses Evason Hua Hin. Enjoyed viloddoefriendly
style hotelndhigh occupancy every weekam2011,
wentto Brisbane, Australia, wodskitchen hand and
packer. One year with new environment and explo
beautiful places, facofgliversity and leamadjust
were challengbér 2014-201&he workn Hospitality
and Catering training center (HGIC3, community
development managtr, recruitnew students from
border area and mountainasiteellas providing them
guidelinefhospitality throughst experience. She likes
playing badmintandvisiting the temple,aR&iT she
willgoformeditation trip.

Nopparat Nakruang

(Language Integration Facilitator)

Nopparais an Language Integration FacildatdF
forPeace Corps Thailand. She wor&dere-Service
Training groups. Those are PST 122dP28-130.

She usedo be a Teacher AssistaniSt 6 WHSKHQ V
International Schanl Bangkolfor 3 years before
joining Peace Corps. She wasalBaglish teacher
atJianhua SchanINaknon Pathom for 3 years. Then,
she came bat&work with grod@8 She graduated

B.A. in Mass Communication from Chiang Mai
University, Thailand and M.A&ilm and Television
Studies from The Waikato University, New Zealand.
She earned Professional Teaching Certificate from
Nakhon Pathom Rajabhat University. She loves cooking
vegetarian foattdenjoys traveling around the country
visitingnerfriendsindrelatives.
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NussaraKhakhao

(Language Integration Facilitator)

She has been workiag a Language Integration
Facilitator since PST 129. Apart from thasyatkeng

with non-profit organization, was named Internation
Volunteerfor Social Development Associdtidhe
southof Thailand. She graduaied F K degred afid/

P D V WdédrgeWh accounting from Thammasart
University. Volunteeighgneof herinterests. She did
some volunteer workcamps during her studying. The
she was a volunteer with Solidarites Jeuimesses
France for 1 year. After thathabléaught the kids
voluntarilfor 1 montlin Vietham. Shg interesteth
nonformal education. She believes that lads
should have opportunitidearn andb be who they
wantto bein the future. Moreover, travisiagother
oneofherfavorites.

Pisut Prasertpan

(Language Integration Facilitator)

Pisut has serveds the Language Integration
Facilitatoffor Peace Corps since December 2014.
From January 2a0®ecember 20 workeds a

Thai Teachext Green Valley International Sahool
Rayong Provindde enjoyed teaching with primary
students and workimgulti cultural atmosphere. Prior
to International school, Pisut waked expatriate
services coordindtothe refineiim Rayong Province.
He usedto be a tennis playéo represent Rayong
Refinery Compaiieis a native Thai from Songkhla
Province with a Bachelor deigréaucation from
Chulalongkorn Univeiisitgangkol-eis interested

in playing tennis, cooking and travihgs beeto

USA, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Laos and Cdtiebodia.
loves Japanefmodvery much.
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Prawate King-Ngern

(Language Integration Facilitator)

Prawate Kingngern has sasgédF fromPST 122
123in TCCS program aR8T 127130 in Yindand
TESS. Prioto Peace Corpdie joined Cambodia
international Airlines, Qantas Airways,and Icelandic
Airwayssa flight attendant for alhégears and used
to be an English teachiera refugee canfipr several
years. Prawatis a native Thai wl® from Chiang
Mai and graduated from Chiang Mai UnivBssity :
English and American Literatdecloves traveling
,cooking ,growing organic vegetaf@ddsvesto have
slow lifandenjoys havitigpg

Suleewan Sinsanyanukul

(Language Integration Facilitator)

Suleewan has joined Peace GarjhdF Priorto

Peace Corps, she workisgh International school
ChiangMais an Activities Leadss wellas teaching
Englislas a second languageyoung learners. She
movedo workat New York YMCA Greater, USA for a
year as an Activities Leader, a Life guard and a
counselor with young& teen American campers. She
moved bacto Bangkoko workat an International
Schoolas an Activities Leadand IA Coordinator
(Outdoor Education) and mtwvd&hngkok Patana
Schoobs ECA Coordinator. She then $iartsvn

small businesseaching arts & crdfisnternational
studentin Bangkok. Suleewan graduated oM.A
Education from Sukhothai Thamathirat University and
B.A. from Rachamagala University. Suleewan loves
nature and traveling, She has been trawefamy
different countriga Asia, Europand America.
Suleewan livesBangkok with her lovely husband and
naew2dtua: Kham-O@ndThong-Deeng
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Thanapron Boonmun

(Language Integration Facilitator)

Sheis the youngest daughtard grewup in Sakeaw
province, the bordéThailand. She has been interested
in Language since she was ydumgshe received

% D F K degreds Pyplied Thai Traditional medicine,
Faculty of Medicine, Thammasat University. After
graduation, she decitieturn back from what she had
studiedo try anewthing. This her1stPSTand alsosl
timetobea teacher. She thinks not only voluntder can
hard things but all sasfivell. Peace corps talnginto

know more about American culture and her own roots
She spendserfree time&o write calligraphy, caame
eraser stamp and play with her cat®3Wesrds, she
plangoimprove her English, lediar®yuage, apior
Master Degre@mdexploréheworld.

Wanpen Outharasawat

(Language Integration Facilitator)

She joinedPST 130 as a Language Integration
Facilitator (LIF). She was born andimreBangkok.

She graduated from FacoftyArts, Chulalongkorn
Universitin 2014, with English language and literature
major and Psychology minor. ®riBeace Corps
Thailand, she usedea Thai instructor for foreigners,
mostof whom are adults,Bangkok for three years,
anda part-time piano teadbekids. Shes interested
inlinguistics, culture, travel, music, amabaking.

She enjoyed all the jobs lsmedone since she had
great opportunitiesneet many fascinating people from
various backgrounds. Shendidnly teach students,
but also learned many interesting things from them
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Wanwisa Yingyuad

(Language Integration Facilitator)

Wanwisds a Language Integration Facilitator (An Aajaan
She has been working with Peace CorpBSiigreup

128 She was boandraisedupin Bangkok. She earned
her BSc in Psychology from Srinakharinwirot University
ThailanédndMSc Psychology from Saint Petersburg State
Universitin Russia. Wanwisa can speak 5 languages (Tha
English, Korean, Danish and Russian). Shanwas
exchange student when shel@iadDenmark and livied
Russiafor 3 years. She knotwsw hardto learn a new
language arid accustomett livein different culture well.
She believes tha¢ all have capacibiearn and adjust

all thosenewthings whewe are being motivatku it
Wanwisa lovés work with people and volunteerds She
excitedo meenhewpeople and makewfriends. She likes

to hear and learn froRW Keptpefievices. She enjoys
listeningp music, singirapndlikegoreadandtravel.

Wero Eckert

(Language Integration Facilitator)

Werais originally from Nooftirhailand, Chiang Mai. She

has workedas LIF with Peace Corps ThailarlST
118119122128,12%4nd130 Werds very happtp work

with Peace Corps. $hproudo be a parof the teano

support volunteers integrated into Thai community. She had
work with TCCO, CBOD, T@B&YiIND programiime.
between working with Peace Corps, Wero had worked with
various organizations along Thai-Myanmar border since her
graduation with Local N@@HNGOs$n GBV prevention
andrespond program, Malaria prevention, Interpreter, Social
Worker, and Student Sponsorship Programme. She received
her % D F K de@ré#@hildhood Education from Rajabhat
Institution Lampang. #hi€aren tribe, onéthe tribalin

Thailand.
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Howard Williams
Country Director

Suthanya Sukphaisal Sirirath Komol Kanjanasupa Mettrai
Executive and Safety and Security Volunteer
Communications Assistant Manager Support Assistant
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Administration Section

Marvin Pannell Salinee Hancharoensuk
Director of Management Financial
and Operations Assistant

Sumalee Hirunpanich Yodmanee RojnchanathongSumonsak Thojun
Cashier Administrative IT Specialist
Assistant
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Administration Section

Panatda Chuprasith
General Service Manager

Apiwit Attakornpipat
General Service Assistant Il
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Pattarapon Atichartanan
General Service Assistant |

Jakkarin Sripong
Maintenance Clerk
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Administration Section

Arun Sirinthipaporn Danai Piamjaiyard
Driver Driver
Narkarase Poolsinthsap (Vacant)
Driver Driver
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Medical Section

Dr. Anucha Kongmaneerat Dr. Sairat Noknoi
PC Medical Officer PC Medical Officer
Wisakha Phurikrai (Vacant)
Medical Assistant | Medical Assistant Il
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Programming and Training Section

Kathryn Goldman Chadchaya Wattana
Director Program Manager
of Programming & Training (TESS)
Wanthida Saiphim  Passara Bhurinuntakul (Vacant)
TESS Programing TEFL Specialist Program Assistant
andTraining Specialist (TESS)
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Programming and Training Section

Kulpipit Wongseangchundr Chaturon Kathong
Program Manager (YinD)  YinD Programing and Training
Specialist

Anuwat Khalertrum
Program Assistant

(YinD
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Programming and Training Section

Rumpai Chalongsuk Thanakom Yospolsakul
Training Manager Language and Cult@abrdinator
Wichai Dornnam Laksiri Chomchuen
Training Assistant Monitoring & Evaluation
Specialist
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Alyssa Bellot Teerapoj Hankulwatana
Regional Safety and Security Regional IT Specialist
Officer

Catherine Hsieh C
Regional Mental health Officer
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DR. MUSTAFASULEMANJI Dr. Alexander Gonta
Regional Medical Officer Regional PCMO

Thanyalak Promsingh
Regional Medevac Clinical
Coordinator
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