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Youth in Development (YinD)

Alejandro Grimaldi
Alejandrowasbornin Bogota, Colombia andhaslived
in the United States since 2001.He currently livesin
Silver Spring,MD. He is joiningthe Peace Corpsto
further explore Thai cultureby training Muay Thai,
eating Thai food,andlearning more about Buddhism.
He's also excitedto teach kids English and computer
sciencein hopesof having a positive impacton them
and their community. Alejandro has a Computer
Science B.S. degreeandanEconomics minor from the
Universityof Maryland, Baltimore County.He helped
startandmanage a computer science summer camp for
childrenin nearby Washington D.C. suburbs.He is
certifiedin computer networksandlikesto playsoccer,
train Thai kickboxing, weight lift,playvideo games, and
playinstruments.

Alexandra Wright
Alexandra Wightis from Massapequa, New Yorkand
attended universityin Rochester,NY. She has a
�%�D�F�K�H�O�R�U�¶�Vof Sciencein American Sign Language
Interpreting Education from Rochester Instituteof
Technology. Most recently Alexandrawasworking for the
YMCA, runningan outreach program forat-risk urban
youthas wellas working with the youth camps. While
there, Alexandra coordinated STEM activities, college
and career exploration opportunities, volunteer
projects/service learning,and leadership clubs.
Alexandrais excited forher Peace Corps journey,
connectingto a communityand exchanging culture.
Whilein Thailand, Alexandrahopesto be ableto work
with youthin positive waysandmakean impactin the
livesofthose aroundher.
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Youth in Development (YinD)

Caitlin Navratil
Caitlinis fromLinoLakes,MNand hasbeen workingin
Minneapolis for the past yearanda half. Sheis joining
the Peace Corpsto fulfill a life-longdreamof livingand
working abroad,andshehadalways hopedto do so in
Thailand. Sheis very excitedto learn a new language
andculture,aswellasbuild relationships withinhernew
community. Sheis particularly looking forwardto learning
howto cook Thai food. Caitlin has aBA from Bethel
Universityin Political Science, with minorsin Historyand
Communication. Shehasspent the past year and a half
workingat Thrivent Student Resourcesin Minneapolis,
MN. She spendsherfree time rock climbingandcoaching
her highschool's speechandalpineskiteams. She loves
totravel - particularlyoncamping tripsinNational Parks.

Chukwuma Osuji
Chukwuma (Chuma) Osuji,is from Austin,TX. He is
joining the Peace Corps becausehe hasa passionto
serve and wantsto do so while learningnew things
about the world.He has a strong background with
mentoring youthandhas a passion for photographyand
soccer.He is excitedto be immersedin a new
environment and culture andis looking forwardto
developing a close relationship with the community.
Chuma graduated from the Universityof Houstonin
Texas with a B.S.inPolitical Science.Heisa self taught
photographerand videographer who enjoys capturing
live events.Incollegeheservedonthe executive board
for various organizations including being a student
workerat the University Career Services, herehe
critiqued resumesand aidedstudent with job searching
andother formsofprofessional development.
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Youth in Development (YinD)

Danae Bell
On April14, 1993, Danae Bellwasbornin Washington
D.C.Nowattheage of 25, DanaeisrelocatingtoThailand
as a Peace Corps volunteerto learnhowshe can best
utilize her skillsto assist others.As a volunteer, she
expectsherpersonal limitationsto be challengedandto
work hardin gaining the trustof her newcommunity
members.As she thinks aboutwhatlays ahead for her,
she gets most excited about the thoughtsof enjoying new
foods, partakingin social events,andbecoming proficient
in a new language. Danae received a Bachelorsof Artsin
Cultural Anthropology and Media & Communication
Studies from the Universityof Maryland Baltimore County.
Duringhertimein university, she workedin artnon-profits
institutionsand assistedin creating media content for
online English courses. Fromher studiesand work
experiences, shehas become passionate assisting the
youth gain accessto the resources they needto
accomplish theirgoals.

DanielHarari
Danielis from Lexington Massachusetts, hometo the first
battle of the American Revolutionary Warand the
countless tour busses that shut everything downonApril
19th (or 15th if it snows.)He has beenworkingin the
Boston areaat a solar power engineering company while
helivedathome withhisparentsandtheirnewdog.Heis
eagertobuild relationships with Thai mentorsandfriends
as heexplores a regionof the world thathas always
fascinatedhim. Ashetakes photosof the snow fallingin
Boston, Daniel frequently has Thailandon his mind.
Daniel recently graduated from Syracuse university with a
degreein electrical engineering.On top of research
positions and academic work, Danielwas a senior
member and vocal percussionist foranall male a cappella
groupOttoTunes.
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Youth in Development (YinD)

Emmanuel Vega Arreola
Emmanuel was bornin Mexicoandhe movedto a
small town knownas Immokaleein Florida duringhis
highschool years.Hehasbeen livingandworkingin
Miami whereheattended college. Oneofhispassions
is serving othersand heis excitedaboutempowering
youthto reach their full potential. Emmanuel hopes
that this opportunity will allowhimtomake the world a
better placeanddevelop lifelong friendshipsintheland
of smiles. Emmanuel has aBS from Florida
International Universityin Social Work.He recently
graduated from collegeand hasbeen working with
refugees and asylum seekersinMiami.Hisexperience
working with youth taught him that providing a handin
timesof needandemotional support cango a long
way. Emmanuel finds peacein meditationandfeeling
the ocean freeze.

Eric Warshawsky
Ericis from Bethesda, MD, right nextto D.C.but has
beenrecently livinginBaltimore.Heis joining the Peace
Corps becausehe wantsto learn new skills while
workingto help peopleandmake a positive impact.He
is excitedto teach, learn Thai,andtry newfoods. Eric
hasa double major from UniversityofVermontin Asian
Studies and Japanese.Hestudied abroadinJapan, and
wentback after universitytoteach Englishtochildren (0-
18yearsof age). After returningto America, Eric spent
the summer doing freelance translationona widerange
of projects.Heis passionateaboutlanguageand about
cross cultural experiences.

32



Youth in Development (YinD)

FeliciaWolf
Felicia proudly originates fromSt. Paul, Minnesota
where she attended the Universityof Minnesota Twin
Cities and received her BachelorofScienceinSociology
and Public Health. Bothher workin the international
development field and the many current and returned
Peace Corps Volunteers she encountered through these
projects solidified�)�H�O�L�F�L�D�¶�Vdesireto pursueher own
Peace Corps journey. Most recently, Feliciahas been
workingat the Universityof Minnesota Medical Center,
volunteeringas a program assistant for a local youth
group,as wellas for the Minnesota International NGO
Network. Sheis excitedto tradein herblue scrubs and
invest these next two yearsin the food, language,and
peopleof Thailand. Back home, Felicia enjoys exploring
museums, attemptingto knit, discovering new food with
friends, portaging through the Boundary Waters withher
three older brothers,andanything else that takes place
ona lake.
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Georgia White
Georgiais from Denton, Texas, a small townin the
Dallas/Fort Worth Metroplex. Sheis joining the Peace
Corps because she enjoys learning about other
culturesandis lookingto growas anindidvual. Sheis
excitedto gain a unique perspectiveof Thailandby
having the opportunityto live and work in a Thai
community. Georgiahasa BSfrom Texas Woman's
Universityin Health Studies. Shehas workedat an
over-night camp for childrenand adults with special
needsfor the past ten years, most recently planning
special eventsaspartof their Fundraising Department.
She enjoys crafting, musicals, reading mystery novels
andtraveling.
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Haotian Liyou
Haotianis from Peabody,MA,locatedin North shore
regionof Massachusettsand next to North Atlantic
Ocean. Sheis joining the Peace Corps because
volunteerismis always his passion and because
Southeast Asiais the next region thathe wantedto
travelto. He is extremely excitedto createbondswith
membersof local community,to work with local
government and children,to experience Thai culture.
Haotian graduated from Universityof Massachusettsat
Amherst with aBSinEconomicsanda minor degreein
Sociology.Hehasbeen volunteering with various local
non- profit organizations within the Great Boston Area
and working with after-school programs.He earned
certificationin First Aidand CPR and was part of
AmericanRed Cross Northeast Disaster Reaction
Team.He lovesto traveland volunteer,and enjoy
socializing withpeoplefromallwalksoflife.
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Ian Tramm
Ian is from Vicenza, a small northern Italian city and
American Military community,but hasmost recently been
livingandattending schoolin Tallahassee.Heis joining
the Peace Corpsin aneffortto expand his spectrumof
world experience while also giving backto the
communitieshevisits.Heis excitedto immerse himself
in a unique cultureand language, meetnew and
interesting people,andhopefully find some much needed
poetic inspiration. Ian has aBA from Florida State
Universityin English Creative Writingas wellas Italian
Studies.Heis also TEFL certified. Most recentlyhe has
beenproviding English tutoringtoyoung Italian students
in Vicenza.He is passionateaboutfilm and poetry,
writing poetry and film reviewsinhis free time.Heisalso
anavid snowboarder.



Youth in Development (YinD)

Ishmail Beene
Ishmailis from Nashville,TN. The capitalof country
music even thoughhe hasneverbeena fanof the genre
himself.Heis joining the peace corpstofulfill a dreamof
helping others. Within the upcoming two years. Ishmail
expectsto be challengedin ways thathe hasnever
experienced, along with growing skill and relationships
thatwill last a lifetime. Ishmailis onesemester from
completinghisbachelors this December from Lipscomb
Universityin Accounting. While attending schoolhehas
worked for a tech companyin the fieldof workforce
management. Along with working sidebyside with many
ofthenonprofits within Nashville.Heispassionate about
learningof others cultures, helping victimsof human
trafficking, sports, music, reading, and movies. Troyft
Brad Pittbeing his alltime favoriteofcourse.
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Joely Allen
Joely Allenisoriginally from Pinon,AZ. She attended high
schoolin Flagstaff,AZ; after graduating, she movedto
Durango,Co. Sheis alwayseagerfor a new experience.
Joely first heardabout the Peace Corps from some
students studyingat NAU. Their stories inspiredherand
she considered the chanceto learn about Thai cultureas
an amazing opportunity. She wishesto acquire all the
knowledge she can from the peopleofThailandandwants
to gain newinsightson howto better teach othersabout
leadership. Joely graduatedin December2018, double
majoringin business administration and psychology.
Whennot atworkor school she enjoys hiking, running,
reading,andparticipatingin organizations that focuson
leadership and community development. A varietyof
organizations shehasworked with, focusongaining input
from otherstocoordinate fun, creative events.



Youth in Development (YinD)

Katherine Gallagher
Katherineis from Claremont, CA, a college town a little
ways outside Los Angeles. Shehasbeen living and working
in Brooklyn for the past 3 years. Sheis joiningthe Peace
Corpsto gain experience working with youthto build
leadershipandlife skills,andtowork hands-onin the direct
service areaof the nonprofit sector. She also studiedat
Chiang Mai University for a semesterandis looking forward
to returningto Thailandand improving her existing Thai
language skills. Katherinehas a BA in Sociology &
Anthropology from Pace University. Most recently, she has
been workingin higher educationas a study abroad
advisor. She has minorsin Peace and Justice Studiesand
WomenandGender Studies,and haspreviously worked
with youthtodiscuss international issues andhasattended
the Commissiononthe StatusofWomenat theUN. Sheis
passionate about music, has taught guitarto elementary
students,andisa trained singer.
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Kathryn Price
Katy grewupin south Dallas, Texasbut hasmost recently
beenlivingin the Fort Worth area while shehas been
finishingupschoolat the UniversityofNorth Texas. Sheis
joining the Peace Corps becauseof herpassion for serving
othersandfor working with children and youthtohelpthem
explore all their giftsandtalents. Sheismost excitedabout
makingnewfriends, learningaboutthe cultureof Thailand
and experiencing all the magicit has to offer. Katyis
graduating this month with aBS in Human Development
andFamily Sciences. She hopestocontinuehereducation
in the futureand study end-of-life care for childrenand
young adults. Shehas volunteeredat places like the
Bereavement Centerof South Texasand Children's
Hospitalin Friso, Texas. Most recently, Katyhas been
interningat the North Texas chapterof the Make-A-Wish
foundationastheir medical intake intern.



Youth in Development (YinD)

Kevin Lentz
Kevinis from Atlanta, Georgiain the South East regionof
the United States.He movedto Notre Dame, Indiana,
where he workedand studied Political Science and
German. Duringhisstudies,hefocusedonimmigration and
humanitarianaid studies and spent two summersin
Germany writinghisthesisonthe Refugee CrisisinEurope.
He received his�%�D�F�K�H�O�R�U�¶�Vdegreeat Notre Dame and
furthered his educationby attending Vienna Universityof
EconomicsandBusinessandteaching Englishin Vienna,
Austria. Before joining the Peace Corpsin2018,heworked
for a public policy research organizationin Washington,
D.C. wherehe researchedandwrote policy analysison
U.S. tradeandimmigration policy. Kevinis excitedto have
the opportunityto experience Thai culture, develop strong
andlasting friendships,andmakeanypositive contribution
necessaryto the groupheworks with.In his free time,he
enjoys reading, writing,andhiking.
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Leslie Santos
Lesliewasbornin Guayaquil, Ecuadorbut haslivedin
LosAngeles, California for mostof herlife. She decided
to jointhe Peace Corps becauseit will placeherinto a
exciting new culture where shehopesto useherskills
in order to assist and contributeto her assigned
community. Sheis most excited about learning and
teaching kids anewlanguage, living with a host family,
and hopefully learningto like spicy food. Leslie
graduated from California Polytechnic State University,
San Luis Obispo with aBS in Anthropology &
Geography. Whilein school, she was involvedin
various clubs that focusedon promoting cross-cultural
andinternational education and playedanactive rolein
representing first generation college students. Recently,
she volunteeredat a houseof justiceas a court case
translator.



Youth in Development (YinD)

Liesl Schultz
Liesl is from Northfield, Minnesota. A small, community
oriented college town. She has livedandworkedinthe Twin
Cities metro for the past eight yearsandfocused mostof her
time exploring healthcare delivery and volunteering with
different active outdoor programs.Liesl decidedto join the
Peace Corps, because shehaswantedto be a volunteer
since shewasa little girl. Liesl choseto servein Thailand
specifically, because she thought she would feel well applied
in the serviceand,andis looking forwardto learning more
abouthealth care deliveryin Asiaas a whole. Liesl has a
B.S. from the Universityof Minnesotain Holistic Health and
Wellness. Shehasvolunteered through many programs, but
most enjoys coaching adaptive sports through the Courage
Kenny Rehabilitation Institute. Lieslhasbeen workingasa
Senior Psychiatric Associateat the Universityof Minnesota
Hospitalsin both inpatientandoutpatient behavioral health
andemergency services.
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Logan Cox
Logan grewup in Carlisle,PA but considersNew
England's "Creative Capital" cityof Providence,RI
home.Hehas hada lifelong fascination with Southeast
Asian culture andishumbledbythe opportunitytoserve
the Thai people.Helooks forwardtopushing beyondhis
comfort zoneandembodying the valuesandtraditions
of the Peace Corps.Logan hasa BS in Business
Administration from Johnson & Wales University.In
collegehedeveloped and facilitated wellness programs
oncampus andis passionateaboutgender equityand
the empowermentof womenandgirls.He is theco-
founderofa classical Cambodian dance troupeandisa
proud uncleof nine. He lovesto playtennis, snuggle
withhisdogs,andadmire natureinits purest forms.



Youth in Development (YinD)

MaBinty Bangura
MaBintyis originally from Sierra Leone, West Africabutshe
grewupin Maryland, right outsideofWashingtonDC. While
in college she workedin the non- profit sector, teaching
elementary through high school students engineering
concepts through a robotics camp. She laterwenton to
teach college and career preparationtohigh school students.
MaBinty graduated withherBachelors degreeinCriminology
andCriminal Justice with minorsin publicpolicyandglobal
poverty from the Universityof Maryland College Park. After
graduation, she workedinnumerous government offices like
the Maryland Houseof Delegates, Baltimore Mayors Office,
and worked as a project manager for the Veterans
Administrationin DCup until comingto Thailand. She has
always had a passion for childrenandservice doing outreach
in Uganda, Ethiopia, Nigeria, Mexico,and the US. Each
experienceis uniqueand rewarding forher sparking her
interestin doing something more long term. She loves
traveling, listeningto music, experiencing new cultures and
being bythe water.
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Maria Flores
Mariais from Guadalajara, Mexico, a beautiful cityin
Mexico. Shehashowever, been livingandgoingtoschool
inLawrenceville,GAfor the past11years. Mariais joining
the peace corpsto fulfill her life-long dreamof serving
across the world. Sheis extremely excitedto embarkon
this journeydo whatshe loves,and learn moreabout
Thailand, it's people,andtheir culture. Mariahasa BA
from the Universityof Georgiain Psychology, where she
spent the vast majorityof hertime servingher Alma
Matterby mentoring Freshmen and upcoming freshmen
students. Sheis most passionate about diversity and
inclusion,andabsolutely loves soccer!



Youth in Development (YinD)

Maria Luisa Escaler
Luisa, whois originally from the Philippines,is
currently livingandworkingin WashingtonDC. She
recently graduated collegeand joined the Peace
Corps because she wantedtowork with children, build
more skillsin order to work in Humanitarianaid
organisationsin the future. She lovesto travelandis
always ready fornewadventures. Sheis excitedto
makenewfriends, work with many kids, andbuild new
memories while serving others. Luisahas a BA in
Psychologyand took a minorin Development
Management. She lovesto traveland learn about
different cultures. All throughouthercollege timeinthe
Philippines, she spent alot of time volunteering with
different organisations and different urban
communities. She lovesto play sports and be
outdoors, shewason herhigh school varsity volleyball
team.
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MariamaBah
Mariamais originally from Sierra Leone, Freetown.
She movedto the United Statesof Americain 2011,
where she workedandwentto school. Shehas her
�%�D�F�K�H�O�R�U�¶�Vdegreein Counselling Psychology from
Washington Adventist University. She thenwentonto
furtherhereducation, receivingherMastersin Social
Work from the Universityof Maryland. She workedat
Beatrice Loving Heart,andMMARS before joining the
Peace Corpsin January 2019asa volunteer. Sheis
thrilledto have the opportunityto work with Thai
communitiesto develop solid friendships,to assist
with community empowerment,andto bring positivity
into the community.In 2016, she had the opportunity
to go to India for 6 months, where she worked with
youthsand adults to promote empowermentand
develop life skills. She enjoys seeing new places and
learningaboutdifferent culture.
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Mary Katherine Bassett
Katieis from Kankakee County, IL, whichis southof
Chicago and I-80 andsurroundedbycorn fields. Sheis
joining the Peace Corps because she wantedtoreturnto
Thailand after spending a semester therein college and
be a part of meaningful, relationship-centered work.
Katieis looking forwardto drinking lotsof bubble tea,
enjoying the outdoors, and living her dreamof being a
camp counselor. Katie received aBAin sociologyand
journalism from the Universityof Minnesota. Shehas
beena substitute for a 9th grade English teacheron
maternity leaveand volunteering with ahigh school
speech team. Shehasbeen involvedinpublic speaking-
related activities for the past 8 years. Katie lovestoread,
wantsto like biking,hopestogetback into drawing,and
once made a really good mushroom risotto (and hopes
todoit again).

McKenna Meehan
McKennais fromSt. Augustine, Florida, the nation's
oldest city where she currently residesandworks. She
haslivedin Maryland, Illinois,andNorth Carolinabut
Florida has alwaysbeenhome forher. Shehasalways
dreamedof joining the Peace Corps since high school.
Working with children gives her the most joyandthe
Peace Corps allowsher to shareher creativity with
childrenin other countries.The landof smiles just
gained another toothy smile. McKennahasa B.S.in
Public Administration from Flagler College. She works
in the finance departmentat herlocal sheriff's officein
the daylight,in additionto workingas a residential
instructor for adeaf andblind schoolinthe night hours.
She just completedher first marathonand plansto
continue the sportofrunninginthe Thailandheat.
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Natalie Heinitz
Natalieis from Springfield,VA,a suburbofWashington,
DC. She is joining the Peace Corps becausehas
wantedto participatein a long-term service process for
a long time. Natalieis excitedto learn Thai, immersein
a different culture, work with kids,and ofcourse,eatlots
of Thai food. Nataliehasa BAfrom Manhattan College
in governmentandcommunication. Before joining the
Peace Corps, Nataliewas a researcher for the
Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee, where
she helped Democrats take back the Houseof
Representativesin 2018. Previously, Natalie workedon
the research team for Hillary Clinton's 2016 presidential
campaign. Sheisa hugeWashington Nationals fanand
doescalligraphyasahobby.

Neil Pickus
Neil is originally from Saratoga Springs,NewYork
andhas most recently been livingin Rochester,NY.
He is joining the Peace Corps becauseof his
passion for working with youth, exploring new
cultures, geography,and people, andhis undying
desireto travel.He is excitedto meet everyonein
countryandtobegin this adventureofa lifetime!Neil
has a BFAin Sculpture from SUNY New Paltz.
Throughout his childhoodand adult yearsNeil
attended and workedat summer camps, most
recently servingas the Camp Director from Camp
Seneca Lakein the Finger Lakes regionof New
York.Neil loves the NBA, discoveringnewmusic,
andlisteningtopodcasts!
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Roshawn Hollie
I amfrom Bellevue,NE. It isa suburbofOmahainthe
cornhusker state. Iam joining the Peace Corps for
new experiencesand to learn. I am excitedto
continue working with kids and stretchingmycomfort
zone. I valuenew experiences. I have aBA in
psychology and sociology withanemphasisinhuman
service administration. Most recently, I have been a
behavior technicianin a severe behavior program for
the Center for Autism Spectrum Disorder. Previously, I
wasthe directorof anafter-school program, played
basketball, and worked withat-risk or opportunity
youthinsummer programs. Iama retired athlete who
loves crocheting,andhikingupthe bluffs.

Sachiko Taniguchi
Sachiis from Prunedale,CA and hasbeen livingin
Lowell,MA for the past two years. Sachijoinedthe
Peace Corps because shehas broad interestsin
international relations, teaching,andlearning absolutely
anythingand everything possible. Shehopes her
service will expandherknowledgeof Southeast Asia,
andallowherto make connections with people across
the globe. Sheis really looking forwardto eating
spiders and learning Thai! Sachi just recently graduated
from the Universityof Massachusettsin December
2018, with aBA in Political Scienceanda minorin
Psychology. Shehas beenworkingas an English
writing tutor, resident advisor,andcampus tourguide
for the Universityof Massachusetts. Sachi loves
photography, music,andlearningnewthings. She also
loves playing quidditchandrugby!
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Timothy Fontaine
Timis from Arlington,VA,hastwoadultchildrenandwillbe
serving withhiswife Kate.Heisexcitedbythe opportunities
for personal growthandmaking a difference for others that
Peace Corps service offers.He wantsto become a great
listener and learner.In additionto his volunteer activities,
Tim has professional experiencein the publichealth and
environmental arenas. Timhasa BA in Political Science
from the Universityof Minnesota. Most recently,he has
workedin water issues for the Environmental Protection
Agency. Whileheisa bitrusty,hecanjugglebothballsand
pins. Heloves the outdoorsandphysical activity.and has
worked for the last28 yearsas a federal employeein
Washington,DC. He is looking forwardto meetingnew
people and expanding his horizons.In particular, Tim looks
forwardtohaving mission driven worktopromote meaningful
engagement with the communitieshe will serve as a
volunteer. Timhas a BA in political science from the
Universityof Minnesota. He has work experiencein
environmentaland public health sectors.He is an avid
puzzler and can juggle bothballsand clubs(a bit rusty
there).
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Alison Reenock
I'm from Allentown, Pennsylvania (about an hour 
outside of Philadelphia) and I'm joining the Peace 
Corps because I believe it's a great opportunity to 
see the world, learn about other cultures, and 
grow in the field of international development.

Teacher Empowerment for Student Success (TESS)



Betsy Bruce
Betsyis a retired collegiatePE instructor/administrator
livingin Oberlin OH, a small college town35southwest
of Cleveland for the last nearly twenty years. Sheis
joining Peace Corpsto have more meaningful travel
adventureswhile being a working memberof a
community rather than the tourist checking off the days'
itinerary. Jumpingin with both feetand getting one's
handsdirty sounds challenging yet rewarding. A last
minute assignment change from Moroccoin Youth
Developmentto co-teaching English will force Betsyto
attempt learning yet another language; that's the
challenge that worriesherthe most!
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Bianca Henao
Bianca Henao was born and raised in Virginia
Beach, Virginia. She moved to Washington
D.C. to attend Gallaudet University a school
for the deaf and hard of hearing, where she
became fluent in American Sign Language.
She received her �E�D�F�K�H�O�R�U�¶�Vdegree in
Psychology. During her time there she had
several internships including a position
shadowing an occupational therapist at the
National Child Research Center. This lead to
her decision of applying for the Peace Corps
Teacher Empowerment for Success position
in Thailand. In her free time she enjoys
swimming, spending time with friends, and
exploring new places. She is looking forward
to the extensive culture exchange and
personal growth in the next two years.
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Estefania Ortega
Estefania was bornin El Paso, Texas located along
theRioGrande River separatingUSandMexico. She
livedin Mexico for fifteen years, crossing the border
everydaytogotoschoolinElPaso. Duringhertimein
college she volunteeredin education programsin the
Dominican Republic, Peru,and Kenya. These
experiences were the foundationof Estefania's desire
to continue traveling the worldandhelping people,so
she decidedto jointhe Peace Corps. Sheis looking
forwardto learningabout Thailand's rich culture,
meetingnew people, and workingin the education
field.

Emily Maginnis
Emilyis from Ellicott City, MD, whichis just outside
of Baltimore City. Sheis joiningthe Peace Corps
because when she looks backonthis timeof herlife,
she wantsto know she did everything she couldto
spread loveandeducation,inhereyes the two most
important things. Sheis looking forwardto teaching
andlearning fromherstudents,to making life long
friendships, andto having a communityto beproud
of.
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Desiree  Brown
Desiree is from St. Louis , MO but spent most of her 
life in Carbondale, IL which is a small town in 
Southern Illinois. She is joining the Peace Corps 
because she has always been fascinated with Asian 
cultures and would like to give back to others and 
help them succeed.  She expects for it to be 
challenging but she is also excited for the chance to 
meet new people and explore other cultures. 
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Jessica Choe
Jessiis from Chicago, IL,and hastaught city college
courses in non-Western contemplative arts and
postcolonial literature for over a decade. Having livedand
taught abroadin both North Africaand East Asia, she
joined the Peace Corpstofulfill a wish first madeina high
school French class for anewchallengein Southeast
Asia. A consummate urbanite, she looks forwardto
working with and learning traditional communal ways from
the rural peopleof Thailand. Jessiis double-certifiedin
hatha and iyengar-based yogaand hasacross ten years
as tenured teaching faculty developed a classroom yoga
sequenceto beginall herinteractive humanities courses.
Opening the mindsof young peopleto find low-impact
pathways for health, self-determine their own narratives,
andembrace the vast diversityof human creativityand
ancient philosophies which remain relevant todayhas
made foranactiveandfulfilling career. Shehasa BAin
literature and humanitiesMA from the Universityof
Chicago, enjoys reading world literatureand history,
watching international art films,and engagingin the
aesthetic pleasureof writing. She also loves swimming,
dancing the tango,andChicago House music.

Haley  Garrison
Haleyis from Aliceville, AL, a small townin the west
central partof the statebut hasmost recentlybeen
living, working,andattending collegeinMobile. Sheis
joining the Peace Corps because she has always been
fascinated with Asian cultureandwantstohelpmake a
deference. Sheis excitedto work with kids,to
experiencenewchallenges,andto make new friends
whileinThailand.
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Katharine Van Slyck
Kateis from Arlington, Virginia, across the river
from Washington,DC. Sheisexcitedaboutbeing
a Peace Corps volunteerinThailand because she
is eagertoexperienceandlearn about its culture.
Sheis also prepared for a new challengein her
career and the opportunityto shareherskillsand
experienceasa teacherandlearnnewskills.

Katarina Porter
Katwasborn and raisedinLexington, Kentucky,
andhas lived there her whole life. She joined the
Peace Corps because shehas always had a
passion for volunteering, traveling,andhelping
others. Sheis excitedtomove somewherenew,
meetnew people, andlearnall aboutThailand!
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Katherine Landry
Kat is from Fort Washington,PA, a suburban
neighborhood outsideof Philadelphia. Sheis
joining the Peace Corps because shehas
always longedto travel and experiencenew
cultures. Sheisexcitedtoimmerse herselfin the
Thai culture, teach,and challenge herselfto
experiencenewthings.
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Mary Gilmore
Maryis originally from Pasco,WAwhichis a small city
in eastern Washington thatis between 3 rivers. Most
recently she hasbeenlivingin Seattle,WA. Sheis
joining the Peace Corpsto learn more about another
culture,to see the world from the perspectiveof
another country,andto work hardto helpothers. She
is looking forwardto learning about Thai culture,
working very hard and challenging herself,andworking
with the cutest kidsin the world. Maryhasa BAfrom
the Universityof Washingtonin English languageand
literature. Whileat university, she studied abroadand
taught Englishto elementary school childrenin
Calabria, Italy. Most recently, shehas workedat a
federal passport agency where shehas processed
passport applications, trainednew employees and
created standard operating procedure manuals. Sheis
passionate about cooking, booksand literature,
swimming,and 90�¶�Vpopmusic.
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Megan McNelis
Meganis from the cityof LasCruces,in Southern New
Mexico. Shehas beenliving for the past 2 yearsin
Tucson, Arizona, where she workedas anAmeriCorps
volunteer. Meganis joining the Peace Corpsin orderto
combine her enjoymentof learning about other
languages and cultures withanopportunityto continue
serving the community. Sheis excitedto teach English,
butalsoto learnaboutThailand's history, engage with
itspeople, andexplore the country's diverse landscapes
andincredible architecture.
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Melody Emplit
Melody Emplitis from Lester, Pennsylvania, a small
town outsideofPhiladelphia. Sheis joining the Peace
Corps after some soul-searching after collegeand
realizing that helping other peopleishercallingin life,
and teaching childrenis the way to do that. She
hopesto make a changein the worldbutalso within
herself. She expectsherlifetobeturnedonit'shead
andthat she'llbe steppingout of hercomfort zone
every time she stepsout herfront door in the
morning. She's excitedtomake alotoflifelong friends
andlearn anewwayofliving.
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Moises Puentes
Moisesis from a Laredo, Texasbut haslivedin
Colorado, Boston, Mexicoand most recently,in
Chicago.Heis joining the Peace Corps becauseit
hasbeen a dreamof hissincehewasa youngboy.
Heis very excitedto learn about a new culture and
enjoyeverybit ofit.

Ngoc Nguyen
Niki was bornin Vietnamand raisedin the
United States. Niki most recently livedin
Germany while attending university. She really
enjoys the classroom environmentand is very
excitedtoserve the youthofThailand. Niki looks
forwardto livingin Thailand's warm climateand
learning the Thailanguage.

Teacher Empowerment for Student Success (TESS)



Noah Mitchelson
Noahis from Mequon, WI, a suburb locatedalongthe
coastof Lake Michigan, just northof Milwaukee.Asa
university student,Noahspent a greatdeal oftime
studying history, art, culture,andlanguages suchas
German and Japanese.He also spent 5 months
abroadin Japan during a student exchange program,
during whichhe became enamored with theideaof
living abroad, exchangingideas and travel.
Subsequently,hefound the Peace Corpsandhopesto
immerse himselfin Thai culture,whileexploring the
potentialof teachingas a profession. Readyto face
adversity and change, Noahis excitedto make new
friends, explore faraway places,andimproveasa role
modelandeducator.

Nicholas D'Addio
Nickis from Fredericksburg, Virginia, a cityonehour south
of Washington, D.C. thatis known for its civilwarhistory.
Nick joined the Peace Corpsas a teacher because its
missionis a fitting synthesisof someof his greatest
passionsand values-cross-cultural exchange, education,
friendship, youth advocacy, and peace. Nickis excitedto
take the opportunity after graduation from collegeto make
an impact while immersing himselfin a newand vastly
different culture. Nickhas a BA in English from the
Universityof Virginia.He spent the past summer leading
and directing a cultural exchange program between
American and Japanese high school students. Before
departure,hewasalso activeas anUber driverin the D.C.
Metro area. Nick enjoys watching and playing sports,
especially basketball and soccer.Heloves literature, writes
poetry,andenjoys listeningto all genresof music. Nickis
currently strugglingtolearnhowtoplaythe ukulele.
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Rachel Choi
Rachelis from Hercules, California, a small town about30
minutes from San Francisco. Sheis joining the Peace
Corps because she loves cultural exchangeandexcited
to learn moreaboutThai culture. Last year, shedid an
internship working with kidsina �F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�VhomeinJapan,
which motivatedherto applyto Peace Corps. She loves
working with kidsandteaching English. Rachel graduated
from the Universityof California: Davis with aBA in
Comparative Literature. She workedas anEnglish tutor
for exchange elementaryandmiddle school students from
Korea. Sheis fluentin Korean and spent the past two
years studying Japanese. Shehasalso studied German,
Ancient Greek, Ancient Latin,andAncient Hebrew. Sheis
very passionateaboutmental health andhasa Mental
First Aid certificate from the National Council for
Behavioral Council. She lovesto watch movies, read
books, rock climb,andcook.

Quentin Thomas
Quentin livedin Paris, France, for mostof hislife
andwasraisedin anAmerican family.Hewantsto
jointhe Peace Corps becausehis upbringingin a
bilingual community opened his eyesto the weight
that the English language hasin termsof opening
opportunities.He is attractedby Thailand because
of a book heenjoyed readingin his first yearof
university. Thisbookis about Bangkok, its history,
culture and other intricate elements that makeit one
of the great citiesof Southeast Asia. Quentinis
aware that learning Thaiwill be challenging.
Hopefully,hisexperienceof learning Japanese will
be of use in anticipatingand overcoming the
challenges thatwillcomewhenlearning Thai.
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Sarah Achartz
Sarahis from Minnetonka, MN, a suburbof the
Twin Cities. Sheis joining the Peace Corpstogain
experience teaching, learning,andliving abroadin
a newculture. Sheis looking forwardto tryingnew
foods, makingnewfriends,andescaping the cold
weatherofMinnesota.

Shannon Murphy
Shannonis from Puerto Rico, sheis currently
livingin Pennsylvania. Sheis joining the Peace
Corps because shehopesto make a lasting
differenceinherownwaybyteaching others. She
isexcitedtoembrace the challenge, triumphs,and
small momentsof appreciation throughouther
journey with the Peace Corps.
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Sierra Drummond
Sierrais from Thousand Oaks, CA, a suburb northof
Los Angeles. Sheis joining the Peace Corps
because sheis passionateabouteducationand is
excitedtobeimmersedina newculture, especiallyin
Asia, a continent shehasneverbeento before. She
is excitedto continue working with kids, hopefully
acquirenewmusical tastes,eatdelicious food,and
meetnew andinterestingpeople.
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Sirintra Juntaralux
Sirintrais from Bronx, NY,one ofthe five boroughs
in NYC. Sheis joining the Peace Corpsto further
developher teacher selfand learn moreabout
international education systems. Sirintrahasa BA
from Dartmouth Collegein Engineering Sciences.
Most recently, shehasreceivedherMasterofArtsin
Teaching andhasbeen teachingasa math teacher
in a middle schoolin the Bronx. Sheis excitedto
continue working with kids and learn moreaboutall
aspectsof Thai culture.In herfree time, she enjoys
playing golf, reading booksof various genres,and
learninghowtocook food from different cultures.
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Stephen Bubenheim
Stephen grewup in Half Moon Bay, CA,and
attended undergraduateand graduate schoolin
Southern California.He looks forwardto
overcoming the challenges ahead, teaching
Englishasa foreign language,andaffecting people
ona personal level.

Tiffany Campbell
Tiffany livesin Akron,OH. Sheis joining the
Peace Corps because she wantsto challenge
herself andto helpothers discover thejoy and
benefitsof learning another language. Sheis
looking forwardto learning more about Thailand,
making new friends,and having manynew
experiences.
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Timothy Feng
Timis from Arlington,VA,hastwoadultchildren
and will be serving with his wife Kate.He is
excitedby the opportunities for personal growth
and making a difference for others that Peace
Corps service offers.Hewantstobecome a great
listener and learner.In additionto his volunteer
activities, Timhasprofessional experiencein the
publichealthandenvironmental arenas.

Veronica King
Veronicais from a small townin the stateofIowa. She
attended collegeinIowa called Buena Vista University.
There she received her majorin world historyand
minor in political science. Veronica continued her
educationat Universityof Yorkin York, England. She
receivedher�0�D�V�W�H�U�¶�VinEarly Modern History withhalf
of herdegreein Gender &�:�R�P�H�Q�¶�VStudies. When
coming backto Iowa, Veronica obtained her certificate
tobea substitute teacherinall Iowa schools. Through
heryear andhalfsubstitute teaching, Veronica found
herpassionin teaching. Sheisexcitedtocontinueher
passion herein Thailand and make a differencein
�V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�¶lives.
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Core Staff
Rumpai Chalongsuk
Wichai Dornnam
Thanakom Yospolsakul
Chaturon Kathong
Wanthida Saiphim
Wero Eckert

Assistant and Support
Jeeranchaya Hemavisan
Panumart Kanjanawanichkul
Mai Yongkhum
Sasiwimon Janpoung

Homestay Coordinator
Wero Eckert

PST Driver
Jira Kunkongstien
Saman Tempiam
Warin Phikunthong

Language Integration Facilitator

Araya Ananprakrit
Bharistha Sreshthaputra
KotchapondBuaphiban
MetiraChaisriha
MontonNoppawong
NatchananSangsawang
Nara Khamkhom
NussaraKhakhao
Nuttachai Tongpool
PisutPrasertpan
PrawateKing-Ngern
SaratNitiwongvorakul
SupakitToprasert
Thanapron Boonmun
ThanawatMongkolnit
Wanpen Outharasawat
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Rumpai Chalongsuk
(Training Manager)
Rumpaiwasbornin Kalasin, Thailand. Shehasworked with
Peace Corps since July 2004. Shewasa Program Managerof
Teacher Collaboration and Community Outreach Program
(TCCO) from May2004to December 2006. Later, shehas
transferredherpositiontoTraining ManagerandservedPSTfor
8 groups. Prior working with Peace Corps, Shehadexperienced
working with several industrialandprivate companies from1987
to 2000. Rumpai also workedin non-profit sectoras a Senior
Consultantof Kenan Institute Asia, training corporationson
social accountability from2000to 2004.. Shewasa CEOof a
French companyandlivedin Lafayette, Louisiana, USA for 4.5
years. Rumpai graduated Bachelor Degree; Chemical
Engineering from Chulalongkorn Universityand MBA;
International Business from Dhurakitpundit University. She
enjoys travellingand practicing Vipassana meditation
(Introspection).

Wichai Dornnam
(Training Assistant)
Wichaiis originally from Khon Kaen North Eastof Thailand.
He movedto Bangkok, wherehe workedand attended
college.He receivedhis �%�D�F�K�H�O�R�U�¶�Vdegree there and
furtheredhis educationby attending the Berkeley English
Academyin Berkeley, California.Hesubsequently received
his MBA in �³�%�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V �0�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W�´from Khon Kaen
University (Bangkok).He workedat the Asian Instituteof
Technology, the Asian Disaster Preparedness Centre and the
Asian Development Bank before joining the Peace Corpsin
December 2015as Training Assistant. Wichaiis excitedto
have the opportunityto have more experience with the
American culture,to develop strong friendshipsandto assist
in anywaythathecanto make a positive contributionto the
group with whomhewill work.Hehastravelled extensivelyin
Europe andin the U.S.Inhisfree time,hetriestocapture the
beautyofeveryday life through eatingandphotography.
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Thanakom Yospolsakul
(Language and Culture Coordinator)
Thanakomhas beenworkingasthe Language and Cross
Culture Coordinator (LCC) since January 2014.
Thanakom joined Peace Corps Thailandin November
2011 asa Language Integration Facilitator.In 2016,
Thanakomwas a temporary duty officerin PC Timor
Lesteto assistandto work with the LCC there. Priorto
hisaffiliation with Peace Corps Thailand, his careerhas
spanned work for more than16yearsinteaching the Thai
languageatBerlitzandteaching element school students
atNIST international school. Thanakom was also a team
leaderin developing the Thai language curriculum for
Berlitz Thailand.He earnedhis M.A. in English for
Careers and Bachelorof Law from Thammasat
University. Thanakom enjoys readingand writing short
stories.He is also a big fanof stage performances,
especially Broadway musicals!

Chaturon Kathong
(YinD Programming and Training Specialist)
Afterhisgraduationin2003, Chaturon started working with
Peace Corpsas LIF for Group 117-119andcame back
again for Group 123.He enjoys workingas a bridge
between two different cultures. After Peace Corps,healso
worked with International Organization for Migration (IOM)
as a trainerwho provided pre-departure training for
refugeesinthe temporary shelters along the Thai-Myanmar
borderline whoneedto be resettledin the third countries.
When Peace Corps started YouthinDevelopment Program
(Group125-131), he did nothesitateat allto applyfor the
position�³�3�U�R�J�U�D�P�P�L�Q�Jand Training�6�S�H�F�L�D�O�L�V�W�´. His gut
feeling toldhimthat this willbe �³�W�K�Htoughestjob �\�R�X�¶�Y�H
ever�O�R�Y�H�G�´andit is true. Working with diverse groupsof
volunteersandcommunity members each yearhelps him
grow professionallyandspiritually.
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Wanthida Saiphim
(TESS Programming and Training Specialist)
Wanthidais a ProgrammingandTraining Specialist for
TESS program. Shehasbeen working for Peace Corps
for 6 years. Before working with Peace Corps, shewas
a volunteer servingina Muslim communityon anisland
inSouthern Thailand for a year.Herpassionhasalways
been working with childrenand in a developmental
sector. She believes that working for Peace Corps aligns
well with her values. She enjoys supporting Peace
Corps volunteersand their Thai counterpartsto work
together effectively, successfully and happily during their
service. She believes that the contributionof the
volunteers will broaden Thai�F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�Vhorizon, create a
long-lasting, positive learning environment for them,and
improve their livesin thelongrun.In herfree time, she
enjoys having meaningful dialogues with friends, reading
goodbooks, watching interesting series and movies and
thinkingaboutlifeingeneral.

Wero Eckert
(Home Stay Coordinator)
Werois from Chiang Mai. Shehas workedas LIF with
Peace Corps Thailandin PST118,119,122,128,129130
and asHomestay Coordinator forPST131. Sheisproudto
bea partof the teamto support volunteers integrated into
Thai community. Shehadwork with TCCO, CBOD, TCCS,
and YiND programme.In between working with Peace
Corps. Werohadworked with various organizations along
Thai-Myanmar border sinceher graduation, with Local
NGOs and INGOs in GBV preventionand respond
program, Malaria prevention, Interpreter, Social Worker,
and Student Sponsorship Programme. She received her
�%�D�F�K�H�O�R�U�¶�Vdegreein Childhood Education from Rajabhat
Institution Lampang. SheisKaren tribe.



CORE STAFF

PST Staff

67



Panumart Kanjanawanichkul
(YinD Programming & Training Assistant)
Sheis originally from Lampang province the north
partof Thailand, presently she works and staysin
Bangkok. She received�%�D�F�K�H�O�R�U�¶�Vdegree in
Humanities Major English Minorin Business
Administrator. She graduated from Bangkok
University. Thisisherfirst Pre- Service Training(PST
131) Peace Corps Thailandas a Program Training
Assistant (YinD). BeforejoiningPeace Corps, she
wasworkinginEvent Organizer company. She really
appreciated having a chanceto working with Peace
Corps. She excitedto haveanopportunityto speak
English with a native speaker, knowing someof
American Cultureanddevelop a strong friendship.

Jeeranchaya Hemavisan
(TESS Programming & Training Assistant)
Jeeranchayais originally from Chanthaburi, the
EasternofThailand then movestoBangkok since high
school. She graduated from Political Science,
International Affairs. She wasan English teacher for
one semester, later, she continuesher �P�D�V�W�H�U�¶�V
degrees(MBA)in Malaysia. After that, she joined
International Trade departmentof CP group.
Jeeranchayais interestedin educationand youth
developmentso sheis so excitedto work with Peace
Corps Thailand. Sheis a doglover and passionateto
owna Golden Retriever farm.Hermotivationis travel
abroad,notonly for relaxingbutalso for exploring the
different cultures. Being a partof PST 131 is a
wonderful experience for her, sheget a chanceto
exchange culture with Americans,at the same time,
learn sub-cultureinrural areas.
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Mai Yongkhum
(Site Logistics Assistant)
Mai joined the Peace CorpsPre- Service Training(PST-
130) inDecember 2017asa Site Logistic Assistant. This
is herfirst time working for Peace Corps. Sheis excited
for the opportunityto have more experiences with the
American culture,andtodevelop strong friendships. She
likes workingand supporting peace Corps teamto
work effectively. Maiisoriginally from Chiang Mai, North
of Thailand and grownup there. She receivedher
�%�D�F�K�H�O�R�U�¶�Vdegree from Chiang Mai University. After
graduated, sheworkedat Club Med Bali, Indonesia and
ClubMed Guilin, Guangxi, Chinaasa Gentle organizer
(G.O.) for 2 years and worked for Global Leadership
Adventure (GLA)in Thailand Elephant Village Initiative
Summer Camp Program for 3 summers.
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Sasiwimon Janpoung
(Site Logistics Assistant)
Sasiwimonis originally from Rachaburi province,
SouthwestofThailand, and movedtoNonthaburi with her
parents. She grewup in the villageandstudiedin the
rural school. She received the�%�D�F�K�H�O�R�U�¶�Vdegreein
Environmental Science from Thammasat Universityin
2017. She internedas a General Officerat Lomography
Thailand,and LandDepartmentasa research assistantin
December 2017. Before joining this second timeof Pre-
Service Training(PST131) Peace Corps Thailandas a
Site Logistic Assistant, She takes a courseinChinese for
beginner, drawing and dress making. Shehas always
wantedto do a trip around the world. Sheis excitedto
have the opportunityto gain more experience with
American culture and alsoto have chanceto speak
English with native speakers. She lovesto work with
people and volunteers. Sheis eagerto explore the world
andhave more adventurous life experience.
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Jira Kunkongstien
(Local Driver)
Jira was born on 15th May 1964. He earned a
vocational certificate from Thai Suriya Technical
college, Bangkok.He loves playing sports, cooking
andplaying guitar. Jirahas beenworking with Peace
Corps sincePST127. HehasnoideaaboutwhatPC
doeswhenhefirstjoinedPST,now he haslearnt more
aboutit andrealized thisjobhasactually been offering
himgreat opportunitiesto learn thingshe hasnever
experienced before, e.g. American culture, language
andforeignerdailylife.

70

Saman Tempiam
(Local Driver)
Saman Tempiamwasbornon5thApril1966inKhai
Bang Rachan District, Sing Buri.He finished
Matthayom 3 from Tha Chang Wittayakarn School.
He has diverse professions ranging from
Agriculture, mechanism, carpentry, driving,
plumbingtowelding. Samanhasbeen working with
Peace Corpsasa driver sincePST128. Heis very
appreciated this opportunityas it allowedhim to
work with talented people from different
backgroundsaswellaswith foreigners. Undertaking
this position has enhancedhis abilityin various
aspects, rolesand responsibilities, workingas a
team player, manners, exploringnewplaces and
cultures,and language.He is thankful forbeing
trustedtocarryoutthis task with Peace Corps.



Warin Phikunthong
(Local Driver)
Warin Phikunthongis originally fromDon Chedi,
Suphanburi.Heishappytowork with Peace Corps.
From this opportunity,he has learnt more about
languageand American culture.He has gained
new interesting experiences thathe could share
them withhisson.Hehumbly thanks Peace Corps
for the opportunitytoworkinPST130 and 131.
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ArayaAnanprakrit
(Language Integration Facilitator)
Arayahas worked for Peace Corps Thailandas a
Language Integration Facilitator since December2012,
PST125 andagaininPST126,127, 128, 129and130.
Araya started teaching Thai since 2009and gota
Graduate Diplomaand a Master degreein Teaching
Thai as a Foreign Language from Srinakharinwirot
University. Shegot a B.A.in Journalismand Mass
Communication from Thammasat Universityand had
workedas a D.J.on the radio programs for30 years.
She alsohas experienced workingas a narrator for
documentaryandmany T.V. programs.Asa freelancer,
she occasionally works withnon-profit organizationsas
a project coordinator. She enjoys learningnewthings
through different projectsand tasks. Araya loves
needlework, trekkingand usually joinsin spiritual
training.
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Bharistha Sreshthaputra
(Language Integration Facilitator)
Bharisthais from Chiangmai, the northof Thailand where she
lives and works more than25years. She originally came from
Bangkok and movedtostudy forherBAatChiangmai University
in French majoring andher MSc. in Geosocial Based
Sustainable Developmentat Maejo University. She joined the
Peace Corps sincePST130asLanguage Integration Facilitator
or LIF. Prior, shehasexperienced for 8 yearsin working with
the Thai NGO, the community and Thai teachersof the
government schoolsinthe remote areasinthe north and westof
Thailand where majorities are the indigenous people. She
commits herselfto helpthe disadvantaged peoplein Thailand.
Shewasa volunteerin refugee campat the Myanmar-Thailand
border for a couple months. Shehad a chanceto work for
Global Leadership AdventureinThailand.



Kotchapond Buaphiban
(Language Integration Facilitator)
Kotchapondis originally fromChai-Natwhichis locatedat
the Central Partof Thailand,andmoveto studyherboth
bachelor degreeandmaster degreein Bangkok. Shegot
the bachelor degreein Liberal Arts, for the majorof
Business English Communication, International Program
at Thammasat University, and she received the master
degreeinthe facultyofEducation which majoringinTEFL,
Teaching EnglishasForeign Language,andInternational
Programat Chulalongkorn University. Forher study
aboard experiences, she wasan exchange studentto
studyinRed RockHighSchool, Sedona, Arizona and she
also got the certificatein ESL, Englishas the second
Language foran advanced levelat McNeese State
University, Louisiana. About her working experiences, she
hasworkedat EngageTo Learn Company whichis the
facilitator for conducting English Camp.

Metira Chaisriha
(Language Integration Facilitator)
Metira Chaisriha was born in a small village,
jangwat Angthong but grew up with big family.
She moved to BKK to study since she was 11
years old. Then, she got in to Kasetsart
university majored in Hotel study. After that,
she had a short stay in Cairns, Australia with
a local fisherman family for 2 months and that
was the first place she fell in love with the
sea. She then moved to America and spent
around 10 years there. She loves water sport,
snowboarding, scuba diving and traveling. It
is her first time working with Peace Corps.
She is now very happy to be around with all
co-workers and volunteers.
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Monton Noppawong
(Language Integration Facilitator)
Montonis originally from ChiangRai Thailand.He
receivedhis�%�D�F�K�H�O�R�U�¶�VdegreeonPolitical Science from
Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok.His working
experiences includes the Consortium Refugee Program
in Chonburi and Bureau of Inter-Parliamentary
Organizations, OfficeofParliament, Bangkok.Hejoined
Peace Corps Thailand for PST129onDecember 2016.
Monton loves travellingto numbersof countries and
each of his destinations has impartedhim different
experiences and placedhis memorable moment.He
believesin musicandsimplylet theones helovesto
heal hissoul wheneverhe feels blue.His repertoire
consistsof teaching Thai, dancing, singing, justtoname
a few. Monton enjoyed speaking Thai Northern dialect
very much and Kanom JeenNamNgiew, a Northern
Thainoodlesishisfavourite dish.

Natchanan Sangsawang
(Language Integration Facilitator)
She is originally from Chumphon, the southern partof
Thailand, she graduated from Chiang Mai University,
facultyof Humanity, departmentof Tourism. Before she
works with Peace Corps, shewasa volunteerasProject
coordinator with Saturday school,and worked with
Friends for Asia for�³�,�Qand beyond classroom program for
two summer�S�U�R�J�U�D�P�´. Thisisherfirst time withPST-131,
sheis really excitedtoworkasLanguage and Integration
Facilitator. Thisis newto her. Working with Peace Corps
issochallenging, she gained alotofexperiences fromco-
worker and organization, she lovesto learn something
newanddo the things that help herself and other grow.
She loves travel and doing volunteering job, she prefers
mountain over the beach, she loves peaceful places, read
novel booksandwrite journaling.
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NaraKhamkhom
(Language & Integration Facilitator)
Nara was borninSurathani Province, the southern part
ofThailand.Heisa Ph.D. candidateinDemographyat
Mahidol University.Hisareaof interest are migration,
community development,andwelfare development.He
always seeksanopportunitytohelppeoplewhofaces
hardshipin their lifeby joining manynon-profit
organizations sincehe had �%�D�F�K�H�O�R�U�¶�Vdegreein
German language. Nara loveto travel, biking, hiking
and reading. Becausehe loves to eat, therefore,
cooking Southern Thai foodis another favoritehobby
aswell.

Nussara Khakhao
(Language & Integration Facilitator)
Shehasbeen LIF sincePST129. Apart from this, she
is working withnon-profit organization, was named
International Volunteers for Social Development
Association (DaLaa Thailand),in the southofThailand.
She graduated�E�D�F�K�H�O�R�U�¶�Vdegreeand�P�D�V�W�H�U�¶�Vdegree
in accounting from Thammasart University.
Volunteeringis one of herinterests. Shedid some
volunteer workcamps duringher studying. Then, she
wasa volunteer withSolidaritésJeunessesin France
for 1 year. After that, shehadtaught the kids voluntarily
for 1 monthinVietnam. Sheis interestedinnon-formal
education. She believes thatall ofkids should have
opportunitiesto learnandtobewhotheywanttobein
the future. Moreover, travelingis anotherone ofher
favorites.
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Pisut Prasertpan
(Language Integration Facilitator)
Pisuthasservedasthe Language Integration Facilitator
for Peace Corps since December 2014. From January
2009to December 2014,heworkedasa Thai Teacher
at Green Valley International Schoolin Rayong
Province.He enjoyed teaching with primary students
and workingin multi cultural atmosphere. Priorto
International school, Pisut workedas an expatriate
services coordinatorin the refineryin Rayong Province.
He usedto be a tennis playerto represent Rayong
Refinery Company.Heis a native Thai from Songkhla
Province with a Bachelor degreein Education from
Chulalongkorn UniversityinBangkok.Heis interestedin
playing tennis, cooking and traveling.He has beento
USA, Japan, Korea, Malaysia,Laosand Cambodia.He
loves Japanese food very much.
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NuttachaiTongpool
(Language & Integration Facilitator )
Nuttachaiis originally from Chiang Mai the northof
Thailand, bornandraised there. Thisis hisfirst Peace
Corps pre - service training(PST131) he startedto
work for Peace Corpsin December2018 asa
Language & Integration Facilitator.He received the
�%�D�F�K�H�O�R�U�¶�Vdegree in Business and English from
Chiang Mai Rajabhat University.He is so excitedto
have opportunityto gain more experience with
American cultureandalsoto have chanceto speak
English with native speakers. Before Peace Corpshe
worked for Global Leadership Adventures (GLA )in
Thailand Elephant Village Initiative Summer Camp
Program for 4 summers.Hispassionismusic,heloves
playing guitarandexplore thisplanetearth.



Prawate King-Ngern
(Language Integration Facilitator)
Prawate Kingngern has servedas LIF from
PST122-123inTCCS programandPST127-130 in
Yind and TESS. Priorto Peace Corps,he
joined Cambodia international Airlines, Qantas
Airways,and Icelandic Airwaysas a flight attendant
for almost 17 years and usedto be an
English teacherina refugee camp for several years.
Prawateisa native ThaiwhoisfromChiangMai and
graduated fromChiangMai University :BA in
EnglishandAmerican Literature.He loves traveling
,cooking ,growing organic vegetables.He lovesto
have slow lifeandenjoys havingdog.
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Sarat Nitiwongvorakul
(Language Integration Facilitator)
Sarat is originally from Nakhon Nayok, Centralof
Thailand.He spent a yearas anExchange Studentin
Maryland, USAin 2010 before movingto Bangkokto
attendhighschool and college. Last year,heworkedin a
grocery storein Southwest Utah for 3 months and
travelledto the west coastof USA afterwards. Afterhe
came backto Thailand,he joined Peace Corpsas
Language Integration Facilitatorin December 2018
therefore,it ishisfirst time working with Peace Corps and
he is very excitedto exchange American experience
through meaningful friendship with everyone duringPre-
Service Training(PST-131). Hehas highhopeto make a
positive impactto local communitiesand create
encouraging environment.He is eagerto travelto the
beachand gainmore memorable experience.



Supakit Toprasert
(Language Integration Facilitator)
Supakithasbeen interestedin participatory sustainable
developmentanddevelopment through education for a
long time, and working with Peace Corpsas LIF is
another chance forhim to be a part of making a
valuable contributionto Thai society, especiallyto Thai
children. Beforehejoined working with Peace Corps for
the 131st Pre-service Training(PST-131), he was
workingin the development areas with other, both local
andinternational, organizations.Hisworks included,but
notexclusively, field coachinganddoing research.He
was trained in Sociology & Anthropology forhis
bachelor degree andin Sociocultural Anthropology for
the master one. During doinghismaster degreewasthe
time thathehas been livingin the south coastof Java
island, Indonesia for 4 years.In additionto doinghis
master.
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Thanapron Boonmun
(Language Integration Facilitator) 
Sheis the youngest daughterandgrewup in Sakeaw
province, the borderofThailand. Shehasbeen interested
in Language since she was young,but she received
�%�D�F�K�H�O�R�U�¶�Vdegreein Applied Thai Traditional medicine,
Faculty of Medicine, Thammasat University. After
graduation, she decidedto turn back fromwhatshehad
studiedtotry anewthing. Thisisher1st PSTandalso 1st

timetobea teacher. She thinksnot onlyvolunteer cando
hard thingsbut allstaffaswell. Peace corps taughtherto
know more about American culture andher ownroots.
She spendsher free timeto write calligraphy, carvean
eraser stampand playwith her cats. After PST ends, she
planstoimproveherEnglish, learn 3rd language,applyfor
Master Degreeandexplore the world.
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Thanawat Mongkolnit
(Language Integration Facilitator)
Lookingneat andquiet, he is actually talkativeand
friendly.His �D�Q�F�H�V�W�R�U�V�¶backgroundis originally from
Chaozhou city, Guang Dong province, China;he is the
four generationwholivesinBangkok, Thailand. Sincehis
early childhood,he hasbecome interestedin reading,
drawingandthinking. Therefore,hechoseto pursue the
BachelorofArtsatChulalongkorn Universityandrecently
graduated before joining Peace Corps.He is excitedto
work withhis outstanding colleagues and determined
American volunteers. Thisis a bigstep allowinghimto
explore a pathof hisfuture career.Onthe other hand,he
loves playing guitar and singing, whichhe describesas
hisserious hobby. Lastbut notleast,he is nowa fanof
Japanese novels, which are a sourceof hisinspirationto
study Japaneseas hisfourthlanguage.
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Wanpen Outharasawat
(Language Integration Facilitator)
She joinedPST 130 as a Language Integration
Facilitator (LIF). ShewasbornandgrewupinBangkok.
She graduated from Facultyof Arts, Chulalongkorn
Universityin 2014, with English language and literature
majorand Psychology minor. Priorto Peace Corps
Thailand, she usedtobea Thai instructor for foreigners,
mostof whomare adults,in Bangkok for three years,
anda part-time piano teacher for kids. Sheis interested
inlinguistics, culture, travel, music, movie,andbaking.
She enjoyed all the jobs shehasdone since she had
great opportunitiestomeet many fascinating people from
various backgrounds. She didnot onlyteach students,
but also learned many interesting things from them
everyday.
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Gene Nixon
Country Director

Sirirath Komol
Safety and Security 

Manager 

Suthanya Sukphaisal
Executive and  

Communications Assistant

Phattamon Jantalae
Volunteer 

Support Assistant
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PEACE CORPS/THAILAND STAFF

Administration Section

Susan Martin
Director of Management 

and Operations 

Phasukee Sombatthanasuk 
Financial  Assistant 

Sumalee Hirunpanich
Cashier

Sumonsak Thojun
IT Specialist 

Yodmanee Rojnchanathong
Administrative

Assistant
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Administration Section

Jakkarin Sripong
Maintenance Clerk

Pattarapon Atichartanan 
General Service Assistant I 

Apiwit Attakornpipat
General Service Assistant II 

Panatda Chuprasith
General Service Manager
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Administration Section

Danai Piamjaiyard
Driver 

Narkarase Poolsinthsap
Driver

Arun Sirinthipaporn
Driver 

Peeradej Sae Teao
Driver 
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Medical Section

Dr. Anucha Kongmaneerat
PC Medical Officer

Wisakha Phurikrai
Medical Assistant I

Dr. Sairat Noknoi
PC Medical Officer

Rungrudee Muthaporn
Medical Assistant II 
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Programming and Training Section

Kathryn Goldman
Director 

of Programming & Training 
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Laksiri Chomchuen
Monitoring & Evaluation 

Specialist

Wichai Dornnam
Training Assistant

Rumpai Chalongsuk
Training Manager 

Thanakom Yospolsakul
Language and Cultural Coordinator
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Programming and Training Section

Chadchaya Wattana
Program Manager

(TESS)

Wanthida Saiphim 
TESS Programing 

and Training Specialist 

Passara Bhurinuntakul 
TEFL Specialist 

Pannathorn Maicharoen
Program Assistant

(TESS)
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Anuwat Khalertrum
Program Assistant

(YinD) 

Programming and Training Section

Kulpipit Wongseangchundr
Program Manager (YinD)

Chaturon Kathong
YinD Programing and Training 

Specialist  
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Alyssa Bellot
Regional Safety and Security 

Officer

Teerapoj Hankulwatana 
Regional IT Specialist

Catherine Hsieh C
Regional Mental health Officer
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PEACE CORPS REGIONAL STAFF

Thanyalak Promsingh
Regional  Medevac Clinical 

Coordinator

DR. MUSTAFASULEMANJI

Regional  Medical Officer
Dr. Alexander Gonta

Regional PCMO
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