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Alyssa Strong
Alyssaϙ isϙ fromϙ Michiganϙ andϙ
graduatedϙ fromϙ theϙ Universityϙ ofϙ
Floridaϟϙ Ifϙ youϙ wouldϙ likeϙ toϙ learnϙ
moreϙ aboutϙ AlyssaЍsϙ backgroundϙ
andϙ whyϙ sheϙ joinedϙ theϙ Peaceϙ
CorpsϠϙ Alyssaϙ wouldϙ loveϙ toϙ chatϙ
viaϙWhatsAppϙatϙѭ1ϙϼ͓͑͗Ͻϙ͖͓͘ϱ͓͒͘1
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ArlethϙNelsonϙCooperϙwasϙbornϙinϙLaϙEsperanzaϠϙ
Hondurasϙ inϙ ͑00͑ϟϙ Atϙ aϙ youngϙ ageϠϙ herϙ parentsϙ
soughtϙbetterϙopportunitiesϠϙleadingϙtheϙfamilyϙtoϙ
relocateϙ toϙ theϙ Unitedϙ Statesϟϙ Herϙ parentsЍϙ
decisionϙtoϙimmigrateϙtoϙtheϙUnitedϙStatesϙduringϙ
herϙchildhoodϙinstilledϙinϙherϙanϙappreciationϙforϙ
herϙ rootsϙ andϙ aϙ deepϙ commitmentϙ toϙ createϙ
positiveϙchangeϙinϙtheϙworldϟϙAsϙanϙimmigrantϙinϙ
theϙ UϟSϟϙ Arlethϙ learnedϙ howϙ toϙ navigateϙ theϙ
complexitiesϙofϙadaptingϙ toϙaϙnewϙcultureϙwhileϙ
holdingϙontoϙherϙHonduranϙheritageϟϙ

Herϙ familyЍsϙ decisionϙ toϙ seekϙ betterϙ
opportunitiesϙ inϙ theϙ Unitedϙ Statesϙ exposedϙ herϙ
toϙ aϙ worldϙ farϙ removedϙ fromϙ theϙ lifeϙ sheϙ wasϙ
givenϙ inϙHondurasϟϙFrequentϙ travelϙ toϙHondurasϙ
providedϙherϙwithϙaϙstarkϙreminderϙofϙtheϙpovertyϙ
andϙhardshipϙthatϙplaguedϙmanyϙcommunitiesϙinϙ
Hondurasϟϙ Herϙ experiencesϙ asϙ anϙ immigrantϙ
instilledϙ inϙ herϙ aϙ uniqueϙ perspectiveϙ onϙ theϙ
intersectionϙ ofϙ culturesϙ andϙ theϙ importanceϙ ofϙ
understandingϙ andϙ embracingϙ diversityϟϙ Arlethϙ
wasϙdrawnϙtoϙtheϙideaϙofϙЊexpandingϙtheϙtableϙofϙ
opportunityЋϙ forϙothersϟϙEnsuringϙ thatϙeveryoneϠϙ
regardlessϙ ofϙ theirϙ backgroundϙ orϙ
circumstancesϠϙhasϙaccessϙtoϙtheϙresourcesϙandϙ
supportϙtheyϙneedϙtoϙsucceedϟ

During high school, Arleth committed herself 
to community service including serving 
meals at soup kitchens, participating in 
building efforts after natural disasters like 
Hurricane Florence, and volunteering as a 
translator for rural clinics in Honduras. 

In college her involvement in leadership 
development programs like Lead the Change 
initiative and the Ignite Institution showcased 
her commitment to personal growth and 
positive change. Inspired by the 
transformative power of education, Arleth 
actively advocated for underrepresented 
minority students ensuring they received 
access to higher education through The 
Lawton grant program.

Throughout her academic journey at the 
University of Wisconsin - Milwaukee. Arleth 
pursued a degree in International Politics 
and World Affairs driven by a desire to 
understand and address global disparities. 
The coursework in her program deepened her 
understanding of the interconnectedness of 
nations and the importance of diplomacy in 
promoting peace and stability. 

Inspired by the Peace CorpsЍ mission of 
promoting peace and friendship through 
service. Arleth has been drawn to the 
opportunity to work directly with 
communities. She saw the Peace Corps as a 
platform to not only provide assistance 
asked for by the communities but also to 
foster understanding and cooperation 
between different cultures. 

As a recent college graduate, Arleth is 
excited to embark on her journey with the 
Peace Corps. Recognizing the importance of 
education in empowering communities, she 
focuses on educational work, leveraging her 
skills, passion, and cross-cultural 
understanding to make a lasting impact on 
underserved communities worldwide. 

ArlethЍs passion to take on Peace Corps 
comes from her belief in the power of 
diplomacy and collaboration between 
nations to address global challenges and 
work together to further world peace 
initiatives. 

Arleth 
Nelson Cooper
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Aylaϙ wasϙ bornϙ inϙ ChicagoϠϙ Illinoisϙ inϙ theϙUnitedϙ
Statesϟϙ Asϙ aϙ kidϠϙ sheϙ lovedϙ readingϠϙwritingϙ andϙ
spendingϙtimeϙoutdoorsϟϙSheϙspentϙaϙ lotϙofϙtimeϙ
thinkingϙaboutϙpeopleϙandϙtheϙcharactersϙ inϙherϙ
booksϟϙSheϙmovedϙtoϙPhiladelphiaϠϙPennsylvaniaϙ
whenϙsheϙwasϙelevenϙyearsϙoldϟ

Aylaϙwasϙaϙstrongϙwriterϙandϙhumanitiesϙstudentϙ
inϙelementaryϙschoolϙbutϙdidnЍtϙdiscoverϙherϙloveϙ
ofϙ scienceϙ untilϙ studyingϙ chemistryϙ inϙ highϙ
schoolϟϙSheϙgraduatedϙfromϙhighϙschoolϙ inϙ͑01͘ϙ
andϙstruggledϙtoϙpickϙanϙundergraduateϙmajorϙinϙ
herϙ firstϙ yearϙ ofϙ collegeϟϙ Sheϙ wasϙ interestedϙ inϙ
politicalϙ scienceϙ andϙ policyϙ reformϙbutϙ realizedϙ
thatϙsheϙwasϙstillϙcaptivatedϙbyϙpeopleϠϙandϙwhatϙ
makesϙ themϙ tickϟϙ Sheϙ enrolledϙ inϙ aϙ socialϙ
psychologyϙ courseϙ andϙ wasϙ hookedϟϙ Byϙ ͑0͑͒Ϡϙ
sheϙ graduatedϙ fromϙ theϙ Universityϙ ofϙ
Pennsylvaniaϙwithϙaϙdegreeϙinϙpsychologyϙandϙaϙ
minorϙinϙsociologyϟ

Growingϙ upϠϙ AylaЍsϙ firstϙ jobϙ wasϙ workingϙ asϙ aϙ
babysitterϙ aroundϙ herϙ neighborhoodϟϙ Inϙ collegeϙ
sheϙ workedϙ forϙ herϙ universityЍsϙ communityϙ
outreachϙprogramϙwhereϙsheϙwasϙanϙafterschoolϙ
tutorϙ forϙ theϙ Philadelphiaϙ schoolϙ systemϟϙ
Throughoutϙ collegeϠϙ sheϙworkedϙ inϙ retailϙ onϙ theϙ
weekendsϙ andϙ asϙ aϙ researchϙ assistantϙ inϙ
qualitativeϙ researchϙ beforeϙ sheϙ graduatedϟϙ Herϙ
experienceϙinϙqualitativeϙresearchϙincludes

- analyzing interviews from adolescents in 
the Galapagos and their thoughts on climate 
change. Fall semester of her senior year in 
college she lived abroad in Ecuador and 
interned at a nonprofit organization. She 
helped facilitate sexual education 
workshops to high school students in 
Cuenca, Ecuador. Before joining the Peace 
Corps she was analyzing interviews with 
researchers from the University of California, 
Berkeley, School of Public Health. Their 
research centered around how COVID-19 
affected food access for residents of 
California receiving government aid.

As a kid, Ayla first heard about the Peace 
Corps from a family friend who had served in 
Uruguay in the 1980Ѝs. She was instantly 
enamored by the idea and couldnЍt quite 
shake the feeling that she needed to join the 
Peace Corps herself one day. She realized 
that in order to truly know herself and grow 
as a person, she would have to explore the 
world and take as many opportunities as 
possible. Ayla was eager to apply to Peace 
Corps Thailand. As a psychology student, 
she learned about the differences between 
individualist and collectivist cultures and is 
excited to further witness the prosocial 
norms and Buddhist influences of Thai 
culture. As a lover of nature she is beyond 
thrilled to explore ThailandЍs beauty and 
biodiversity. Having worked with children 
before, she is excited to teach elementary 
school English. She is eager to incorporate 
lessons on climate change, nature and 
neuroscience in her teaching curriculum.

In her free time, Ayla loves running, biking 
and taking photos outside. She enjoys 
reading, learning new facts, cooking, eating, 
laughing and dancing with friends. She is an 
animal lover and hopes to travel the world 
extensively. She tries to see the beauty and 
design in everything around her. One day, 
she hopes to live near the beach and 
mountains in a home full of books and good 
food, always ready to host a friend or loved 
one.

Ayla Malefakis
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Cameron Booth
Studying Health Science at Howard University marked a significant chapter in 
Cameron Booth's life, one that began in the familiar streets of Cheltenham, 
Pennsylvania. Raised in this suburban community, it was there that Cameron first 
recognized the disparities in healthcare access and outcomes, particularly for 
women and families from marginalized backgrounds. Motivated by a desire to make 
a difference, she set her sights on Howard University, drawn by its reputation for 
excellence in education and its commitment to social justice. Arriving on campus in 
the heart of Washington, D.C., Cameron felt a mix of excitement and apprehension. 
Stepping into the bustling classrooms and engaging with a diverse community of 
students and professors, she found her passion for women's health and midwifery 
ignited. Through rigorous coursework and volunteer opportunities, Cameron gained 
invaluable experience working with underserved communities and advocating for 
better healthcare solutions. However, it was Cameron's transformative trip to 
Tanzania that deeply impacted her journey. Volunteering at Tengeru Hospital, she 
dedicated her time to the women's ward and maternity ward. In these busy 
corridors, she witnessed firsthand the challenges faced by mothers and newborns in 
resource-limited settings. Despite the obstacles, Cameron was inspired by the 
resilience and strength of the women she met, reinforcing her commitment to 
serving others and advocating for improved maternal healthcare worldwide. As 
graduation approached, Cameron's determination to make a difference only grew 
stronger. Inspired by her experiences in Tanzania and fueled by the values instilled in 
her during her time at Howard, she eagerly applied to join the Peace Corps. Armed 
with the knowledge, skills, and passion acquired through her education and 
volunteer work, Cameron looked forward to embarking on this new chapter of her 
life, ready to continue her journey of service and advocacy in communities near and 
far.
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Cesily has recently graduated from Texas A&M-Corpus Christi 
(December 2023) with a major in Environmental Science with a 
minor in Biology and a certification in TESOL. Her main focus of 
studies at university was marine and coastal resources. Cesily 
is originally from Dallas, Texas, and a proud Lao/Mexican 
American. She speaks English, Spanish, and now a little bit of 
Thai (hopefully more to come) She is excited to have the 
opportunity to share her culture with the Thai people she will 
meet and have them share theirs in return. Her culture is a big 
part of her identity. 

Cesily is passionate about environmental education and 
teaching English. She has experience teaching adults, with 
mixed ages and L1ЍsϠ and children English. She also has 
experience in animal education as well as conservation 
fundraising. Because of this, she hopes her project during the 
two years will tie in the environment with English education.

It has always been a dream of CesilyЍs to live and work in 
Thailand ever since she was a child. This dream was especially 
solidified when she visited Thailand last year. She learned about 
the Peace Corps and its presence in Thailand from a recruiter 
during a TESOL seminar class in her second to last semester in 
college. She applied, was accepted, and is here now.

Cesily 
Phomphakdy
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Chad Menear
Chad Menear is from Warner Robins, Georgia. He 
has a MasterЍs degree in sociology, and was working 
on his PhD, but left the program after he failed to 
meet grade standards for a particular required 
course. He used this opportunity to join the Peace 
Corps, an organization he had wanted to join since 
high school, both to give back to the world in service, 
and to grow as a person so that he might come back 
stronger and try to finish his PhD.

 
ChadЍs experience teaching comes from his years in 
grad school teaching undergraduates, as well as 
about 3 years-worth of substitute teaching 
experience for the schools in his hometown. His 
training in sociology gives him a particular 
awareness of social and cultural differences, as well 
as the knowledge and experience to work with and 
learn from people with a variety of different cultural 
backgrounds.

͒͒



Charissa Luree Claassen graduated from 
Naropa University in Boulder, CO with her 
bachelorЍs degree in Contemplative Somatic 
Psychology. This branch of psychology focuses 
on the person, through body, mind, and spirit 
awareness. In addition to her bachelorЍs degree, 
she earned her Yoga Teacher certificate, as well 
as has instructed students in the art of 
swimming and snowboarding for a decade.  One 
of CharissaЍs favorite modern yoga teachers, 
psychologists and writers name was Ram Dass. 
Ram Dass once said, ЊIf you would truly bring 
peace to the world, identify with that place 
within you where you are Peace.Ћ

Charissa is a humanitarian, in search of ways to 
better support the children and young people of 
this world through their life development. Her 
goal is not only focused on the best for the child, 
but also to help provide the best support and 
services for the parents and/or guardians 
involved. Through her undergraduate studies, 
she learned how to amplify her patience with 
meditative practices and self - reflection. These 
practices are a portion of what she wishes to 
bring to the Peace Corps TESS program. Along 
with the value of teamwork, perseverance, and 
resilience. 

Charissa 
Claassen

Sheϙ hopesϙ toϙ achieveϙ thisϙ byϙ informingϠϙ
inspiringϠϙ andϙ motivatingϙ thoseϙ thatϙ areϙ
willingϙ toϙ listenϙ andϙ learnϟϙ Sheϙ hopesϙ toϙ
educateϙ andϙ advocateϙ forϙ childrenϠϙ byϙ
guidingϙthemϙtowardϙopportunitiesϙtheϙworldϙ
hasϙ toϙ offerϟϙ Byϙ cultivatingϙ bodyϠϙmindϠϙ andϙ
spiritϙconnectionϙwithinϙtheϙcoreϙselfϟϙ

Charissaϙ enjoysϙ theϙ mottoϙ ofϙ theϙ JEDIϢϙ
justiceϠϙ equalityϠϙ diversityϠϙ andϙ inclusionϟϙ
Sheϙ isϙ aϙ deepϙ listenerϠϙ empatheticϙ towardsϙ
othersϙlifeϙexperiencesϠϙsetsϙasideϙbiasesϙtoϙ
understandϙ theϙ individualДsϙ natureϠϙ
compassionateϙ towardsϙ emotionsϠϙ andϙ
awareϙofϙ culturalϙ differencesϟϙ Sheϙhopesϙ toϙ
beϙ aϙ lightϙ sourceϙ forϙ thoseϙ inϙ needϙ ofϙ
guidanceϟϙ Asϙ wellϙ asϙ aϙ supportϙ forϙ
individualsϙ seekingϙ acceptanceϙ inϙ theirϙ
stagesϙofϙ humanϙdevelopmentϙ andϙsocietalϙ
structureϟϙ

Behaviorϙ andϙ cognitiveϙ learningϙ areϙ aϙ
complexϙparadigmϟϙAϙrecognitionϙofϙmultipleϙ
copingϙ toolsϠϙ teachingϙ toolsϠϙ assessmentsϙ
andϙ beyondϙ areϙ imperativeϙ toϙ provideϙ theϙ
bestϙservicesϙtoϙaϙchildϙduringϙtheϙeducationϙ
programmingϟϙ Interventionsϙ ofϙ studyϙ areϙ
multifacetedϙ andϙmustϙ beϙ approachedϙ inϙ aϙ
nonϱlinearϙ wayϙ forϙ eachϙ individualϙ studentϟϙ
Problemϙ solvingϙ isϙ aϙ keyϙ qualityϠϙ inϙ whichϙ
Charissaϙ hopesϙ toϙ facilitateϙ inϙ theϙ
classroomϟϙ Allϙ theϙ whileϠϙ connectingϙ withϙ
theϙ peopleϙ thatϙ sheϙ willϙ beϙ workingϙ
alongsideϟϙAϙtrustingϙrelationshipϙhelpsϙbuildϙ
andϙfosterϙaϙhopeϙforϙchangeϙinϙtheϙoutcomeϙ
ofϙaϙstudentЍsϙsenseϙofϙbelongingϙwithinϙ theϙ
educationϙsystemϟϙ

Charissaϙ hasϙ alwaysϙ foundϙ interestϙ inϙ
humanϙ behaviorϟϙ Inϙ theϙ wayϙ thatϙ weϙ thinkϠϙ
takeϙactionsϙtowardsϙgoalsϠϙandϙthoseϙthingsϙ
thatϙ interestϙusϟϙThisϙ isϙherϙpurposeϡϙtoϙholdϙ
unconditionalϙ loveϙ forϙ childrenϙ andϙ youngϙ
peopleϙ throughϙ theirϙ cognitiveϠϙ socialϠϙ andϙ
emotionalϙ developmentϟϙ Accompaniedϙ byϙ
beingϙ aϙ positiveϙ advocateϙ forϙ childrenϙ toϙ
achieveϙtheirϙhighestϙpotentialϟϙ

CharissaЍsϙoathϙtowardϙtheϙTESSϙprogramϙisϙ
toϙ maintainϙ compassionϠϙ lovingϱkindnessϠϙ
dependabilityϠϙ andϙ courtesyϙ throughoutϙ herϙ
serviceϟϙ Theseϙ coreϙ valuesϙ forϙ Charissaϙ areϙ
whatϙ initiallyϙ incentivizedϙ herϙ toϙ participateϙ
inϙ theϙ Peaceϙ Corpsϙ TESSϙ programϙ ofϙ
Thailandϟϙ
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Once upon a time, in the serene mountains of 
Arizona, a boy named Lalo came into the world, 
his spirit already wandering to faraway places. 
Quiet and contemplative, he found solace in 
daydreams and nurtured a love for art and 
knowledge. With a curious nature and a gentle 
heart, he forged connections with animals and 
people alike.

As he grew older, Lalo pursued higher education 
at Northern Arizona University, delving into Art 
Education and Ethnic Studies. It was during this 
time that he first heard of the Peace Corps, 
igniting a spark within him. Upon graduation, he 
eagerly joined group 116 in beautiful Thailand, 
where he immersed himself in a vibrant new 
culture. Amidst the bustling streets and warm 
smiles, he rediscovered the joy of learning and 
the beauty of human connection, shaping his 
perspective in profound ways.

Returningϙ toϙ theϙ Unitedϙ Statesϙ afterϙ hisϙ
serviceϠϙ Laloϙ foundϙ himselfϙ drawnϙ toϙ theϙ
warmthϙ ofϙ MinneapolisϠϙ Minnesotaϟϙ HereϠϙ
amidstϙ theϙ chillϙ ofϙ winterϠϙ heϙ carvedϙ outϙ aϙ
newϙ spaceϙ forϙ himselfϠϙ blendingϙ hisϙ pastϙ
experiencesϙ withϙ newfoundϙ aspirationsϟϙ
Enrollingϙ inϙ schoolϙ toϙ studyϙ Artϙ Directionϙ inϙ
AdvertisingϠϙ heϙ embarkedϙ onϙ aϙ careerϙ thatϙ
wouldϙmeldϙhisϙcreativityϙwithϙhisϙpassionϙforϙ
designϟϙ Itϙ wasϙ duringϙ thisϙ timeϙ thatϙ heϙ
crossedϙ pathsϙ withϙ WadeϠϙ hisϙ futureϙ
husbandϠϙ andϙ togetherϙ theyϙ builtϙ aϙ familyϠϙ
welcomingϙ twoϙ adoptedϙ boysϠϙ Miloϙ andϙ
PinotϠϙintoϙtheirϙlivesϟ

AfterϙeightϙyearsϙinϙtheϙMidwestϠϙLaloϠϙWadeϠϙ
andϙ theirϙ sonsϙ venturedϙ toϙ theϙ Pacificϙ
NorthwestϠϙ whereϙ theyϙ foundϙ refugeϙ inϙ theϙ
tranquilϙ embraceϙ ofϙ theϙ forestϟϙ Surroundedϙ
byϙ theϙ beautyϙ ofϙ natureϠϙ Laloϙ foundϙ
inspirationϙ inϙ hisϙ surroundingsϙ andϙbeganϙ aϙ
careerϙinϙUserϙExperienceϙDesignϟϙWithϙeachϙ
stepϠϙheϙhonedϙhisϙ skillsϠϙblendingϙempathyϙ
andϙ creativityϙ toϙ craftϙ meaningfulϙ
experiencesϙ forϙ usersϙ acrossϙ variousϙ
industriesϟ

Afterϙ manyϙ yearsϙ playingϙ inϙ theϙ verdantϙ
mountainsϙ ofϙ theϙOlympicsϠϙMiloϙ andϙ Pinotϙ
eventuallyϙ movedϙ toϙ ParisϠϙ andϙ Laloϙ andϙ
Wadeϙ decidedϙ toϙ exploreϙ theϙ manyϙ wineϙ
regionsϙ ofϙ Southϙ Americaϟϙ Itϙ wasϙ duringϙ aϙ
conversationϙ inϙPeruϙ thatϙWadeϙproposedϙaϙ
newϙ journeyϡϙ joiningϙ theϙ Peaceϙ Corpsϙ
togetherϟϙ Thisϙ wasϙ somethingϙ theyϙ alwaysϙ
thoughtϙ theyϙ wouldϙ doϠϙ andϙ theϙ timingϙ feltϙ
rightϟϙ Withϙ heartsϙ fullϙ ofϙ anticipationϠϙ theyϙ
embarkedϙonϙ thisϙ newϙchapterϠϙ nowϙpartϙ ofϙ
groupϙ 1͔͒ϙ inϙ Thailandϟϙ TogetherϠϙ theyϙ
continueϙ toϙ discoverϙ theϙ worldϙ andϙ eachϙ
otherϠϙ weavingϙ theirϙ ownϙ happilyϙ everϙ afterϙ
withϙeachϙsharedϙmomentϙofϙjoyϙandϙgrowthϟ

Charles 
(Lalo) Carter
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Coltϙwouldϙstartϙoffϙwithϙwritingϙinϙtheϙthirdϙpersonϙisϙ
superϙ strangeϙ andϙ borderlineϙ uncomfortableϠϙ butϙ heϙ
shallϙdigressϟϙColtϙisϙaϙ͓͑ϱyearϱoldϙmanϙfromϙtheϙstateϙ
ofϙArizonaϟϙWhileϙbornϙinϙPhoenixϠϙheϙhasϙlivedϙallϙoverϙ
theϙ stateϙ andϙ hasϙ manyϙ placesϙ heϙ wouldϙ considerϙ
homeϠϙ howeverϙ hisϙ favoriteϙ homeϙ isϙ upϙ inϙ aϙ smallϙ
townϙ namedϙWilliamsϠϙ aboutϙ anϙ hourϙ orϙ soϙ southϙ ofϙ
theϙGrandϙCanyonϟϙ Hereϙ isϙ whereϙ hisϙ fatherϙ ownsϙ aϙ
smallϙ huntingϙ cabinϙ onϙ aϙ smallϙ plotϙ ofϙ landϠϙ andϙ
whereϙ heϙwouldϙ spendϙ hisϙ summersϙ andϙ otherϙ timeϙ
offϙofϙschoolϟϙHereϙheϙwouldϙlearnϙtoϙhuntϠϙfishϠϙcampϠϙ
hikeϠϙ andϙ aϙwholeϙ arrayϙ ofϙ otherϙ outdoorϙ skillsϟϙColtϙ
wouldϙbeϙtheϙfirstϙinϙhisϙfamilyϙtoϙattendϙcollegeϠϙandϙ
atϙ theϙageϙofϙ1͗ϙmoveϙ toϙFlagstaffϠϙArizonaϙ toϙ attendϙ
NorthernϙArizonaϙUniversityϟϙHereϙheϙwouldϙstudyϙandϙ
obtainϙaϙbachelorДsϙdegreeϙinϙpoliticalϙscienceϙwithϙaϙ
minorϙ inϙ businessϟϙ Duringϙ hisϙ timeϙ inϙ universityϠϙ heϙ
wouldϙ goϙ onϙ toϙ tryϙ manyϙ differentϙ clubsϙ andϙ
organizationsϠϙ whereϙ heϙ willϙ haveϙ aϙ varietyϙ ofϙ
positionsϙ suchϙ asϙ recruitmentϙ officerϠϙ philanthropyϙ
chairmanϠϙ andϙ evenϙ viceϙ presidentϟϙ Whenϙ notϙ
studyingϙorϙatϙaϙclubϠϙheϙwouldϙspendϙhisϙtimeϙhikingϠϙ
fishingϠϙ andϙ volunteeringϙ atϙ theϙ localϙ familyϙ foodϙ
centerϟϙ Coltϙ hadϙ developedϙ aϙ passionϙ forϙ volunteerϙ
workϙlongϙbeforeϙlearningϙaboutϙtheϙpeaceϙcorpsϟϙHeϙ
wouldϙ gatherϙ hundredsϙ ofϙ hoursϙ ofϙ communityϙ
serviceϙ throughϙ variousϙ organizationsϙ suchϙ asϙ theϙ
Americanϙ LegionϠϙ Arizonaϙ Autismϙ Charterϙ SchoolϠϙ
Arizonaϙ Recreationalϙ Centerϙ forϙ theϙ HandicapϠϙ andϙ
manyϙmoreϟ

Colt would start off with writing in the third person 
is super strange and borderline uncomfortable, but 
he shall digress. Colt is a 24-year-old man from the 
state of Arizona. While born in Phoenix, he has lived 
all over the state and has many places he would 
consider home, however his favorite home is up in 
a small town named Williams, about an hour or so 
south of the Grand Canyon. Here is where his father 
owns a small hunting cabin on a small plot of land, 
and where he would spend his summers and other 
time off of school. Here he would learn to hunt, 
fish, camp, hike, and a whole array of other outdoor 
skills. Colt would be the first in his family to attend 
college, and at the age of 18 move to Flagstaff, 
Arizona to attend Northern Arizona University. Here 
he would study and obtain a bachelor's degree in 
political science with a minor in business. During 
his time in university, he would go on to try many 
different clubs and organizations, where he will 
have a variety of positions such as recruitment 
officer, philanthropy chairman, and even vice 
president. When not studying or at a club, he would 
spend his time hiking, fishing, and volunteering at 
the local family food center. Colt had developed a 
passion for volunteer work long before learning 
about the peace corps. He would gather hundreds 
of hours of community service through various 
organizations such as the American Legion, Arizona 
Autism Charter School, Arizona Recreational 
Center for the Handicap, and many more.

Colts desire to serve in the peace corps started 
when a family friend revealed she had served as a 
volunteer in Kenya during the mid 90s. They would 
spend all night talking about her time in the peace 
corps and would be berated with questions. Now 
knowing the wonderful opportunity, the peace 
corps is and all it has to offer, he would make his 
decision to sign up for peace corps service during 
undergrad. With the chance to provide assistance 
to underprivileged communities, travel the world, 
and challenge his own abilities as well as world 
views, this was a perfect opportunity. After 
interviews, legal clearances, and a medical 
clearance process that would make even the most 
sane of people want to pull their hair out, Colt 
would finally find himself on a plane to Thailand, 
where he will be trained to teach English as a 
foreign language. Things that should be known 
about Colt are his commitment and dedication. It 
took a lot of effort and sacrifice to be here so there 
is the full intention of seeing it to the end and not 
wasting a single day. Everyday is an opportunity to 
provide someone with knowledge that could make 
a slight or significant difference in their life. Colts 
goals are to provide assistance with learning the 
English language for those that request it, 
challenge personal beliefs and world views, and 
leave a positive mark by the end of service, 
regardless of how big or small.

Colt Dreyer
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Dakeilyn Kollie
A Liberian-American from Rhode Island turned New Yorker. Dakeilyn is a Graphic and 
Interactive Design that embraces the challenges brought by the ever-changing 
atmosphere of the design world. In her youth, Dakeilyn Kollie was told that it was 
taboo to work in the arts. She defied all odds as a result, she pursued a degree in 
Graphic and Interactive Design. As a result, she sought opportunities to learn and 
grow. During her high school years, she was fortunate to attend Summer@Brown with 
Brown University and Project Open Door with the Rhode Island School of Design. 
These experiences prepared her and broadened her horizons. As well as challenging 
my way of thinking, this course also encouraged her to empathize with others and
navigate difficult conversations. Maya Angelou, a poet who has inspired her life in 
many ways, once wrote, ЊWe may encounter many defeats, but we must not be 
defeated.Ћ It was often implied to her as a young woman from a lower middle-class 
background that she wouldn't be able to succeed in life since she grew up feeling the 
weight of negative perceptions from the media and society. Due to the color of her 
skin, her class, and her gender, she was simply to be ignored. She had to prove that 
stereotypes are not always true. It has always been difficult for her to show others she 
is not a symbol of long-held labels imposed upon women of color. As a result of her 
interests in the arts and computer science, I was able to find opportunities, but she 
also had to be aware of the glass ceiling society had placed over her. As an aspiring 
artist, she tries to capture a hint of realism in my artwork based on these experiences. 
Art has helped her cope with her struggles thus far. However, given her struggles, she 
was determined to use her experiences to help others who were marginalized. As 
such, I am confident she will be equipped with the necessary skills to promote positive 
dialogue and build bridges between people by participating in the Peace Corps. 
Dakeilyn has acquired leadership skills, creative senses, communication skills, and 
teaching abilities through her involvement in direct care, tutoring/mentoring, fashion, 
and social media. Through her talents, Thailand will gain a unique and strong voice. 
Being able to learn about and fully integrate into a culture that differs from her own is a 
great honor.
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David L. Garfinkel, a seasoned professional with 
over 15 years of diverse experience in English as 
a Foreign Language teaching, possesses a rich 
educational background and extensive expertise 
in various fields. Originally from Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, he pursued his BA in History from 
Occidental College in Los Angeles, California, 
and furthered his education at the Master of 
Business Administration program at Duquesne 
University Donahue Graduate School of 
Business in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
Additionally, he attained a Cambridge Certificate 
in English Language Teaching to Adults (TEFL) 
from Cambridge University: International House 
in Barcelona, Spain, and a Digital Data Strategist 
Post Graduate Degree (with Distinction) from 
Hyper Island in Stockholm, Sweden.

With a multifaceted skill set, David has 
demonstrated proficiency across various 
domains. He has honed his teaching abilities 
through years of instructing English as a Foreign 
Language both internationally and remotely to 
learners of all ages and backgrounds. 

MoreoverϠϙheϙpossessesϙaϙ robustϙbackgroundϙ inϙ
researchϙ designϠϙ brandϙ strategyϙ developmentϠϙ
andϙ businessϙ consultingϠϙ havingϙ workedϙ withϙ
internationalϙclientsϙspanningϙdiverseϙ industriesϙ
andϙmarketsϟϙHisϙexpertiseϙextendsϙtoϙmentoringϙ
youthϙ inϙ lifeϙ skillsϠϙ leadershipϠϙ andϙ wildernessϙ
survivalϠϙ asϙ evidencedϙ byϙ hisϙ tenureϙ withϙ theϙ
BoysϙScoutsϙofϙAmericaϟ

Davidϙharborsϙaϙprofoundϙpassionϙforϙcommunityϙ
serviceϙandϙ globalϙengagementϠϙwhichϙ fuelsϙhisϙ
passionϙ forϙ workingϙ withϙ theϙ Peaceϙ Corpsϟϙ Heϙ
intendsϙ toϙ leverageϙ hisϙ skillsϠϙ knowledgeϠϙ andϙ
experiencesϙ toϙ contributeϙ meaningfullyϙ toϙ
sustainableϙ developmentϙ initiativesϙ andϙ fosterϙ
positiveϙ changeϙ inϙ underservedϙ communitiesϙ inϙ
ThailandϟϙHisϙcommitmentϙtoϙempoweringϙyouthϠϙ
promotingϙ educationϠϙ andϙ facilitatingϙ crossϱ
culturalϙ understandingϙ alignsϙ seamlesslyϙ withϙ
theϙ ethosϙ ofϙ theϙ Peaceϙ CorpsϠϙ drivingϙ himϙ toϙ
pursueϙthisϙnobleϙendeavorϙwholeheartedlyϟ

BeyondϙhisϙprofessionalϙachievementsϠϙthereϙareϙ
severalϙ facetsϙ ofϙ DavidДsϙ personalityϙ andϙ
interestsϙworthϙnotingϟϙHeϙisϙdeeplyϙengagedϙinϙaϙ
myriadϙofϙhobbiesϠϙ includingϙ competitiveϙsportsϙ
suchϙ asϙ powerliftingϠϙ wrestlingϠϙ andϙ hockeyϠϙ
alongsideϙ creativeϙ pursuitsϙ likeϙ photographyϠϙ
designϠϙ andϙ artificialϙ intelligenceϙ imageϙ
generationϟϙ Hisϙ activeϙ involvementϙ inϙ theϙ ͔͑ϙ
Peaksϙcompetitiveϙhikingϯscramblingϙclubϙ inϙLasϙ
Vegasϙ notϙ onlyϙ underscoresϙ hisϙ adventurousϙ
spiritϙ butϙ alsoϙ reflectsϙ hisϙ resilienceϙ andϙ
determinationϙ inϙ overcomingϙ personalϙ
challengesϠϙsuchϙasϙaϙfearϙofϙheightsϟϙ

FurthermoreϠϙheϙfindsϙjoyϙinϙculinaryϙexplorationϠϙ
formerlyϙ residingϙ inϙ Lasϙ VegasДsϙChinatownϙ andϙ
indulgingϙhisϙpassionϙforϙcookingϙwithϙaccessϙtoϙ
aϙdiverseϙarrayϙofϙinternationalϙcuisinesϟϙ

Inϙ summaryϠϙ Davidϙ Garfinkelϙ embodiesϙ aϙ blendϙ
ofϙ professionalϙ excellenceϠϙ compassionateϙ
serviceϠϙandϙadventurousϙspiritϠϙmakingϙanϙ idealϙ
additionϙtoϙyourϙschoolϙandϙcommunityϟϙ

David 
Garfinkel
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Born and raised in New Jersey, Giselle is a 
recent graduate of Colgate University, 
receiving her bachelorЍs in International 
Relations. Having traveled to multiple 
countries under various contexts, she desired 
to experience living and working in a new 
country for a longer period of time, while 
learning to utilize her skills to serve others.

GiselleЍs inspiration to work abroad came from 
her aunt, who works at the World Bank, 
traveling every few years after finishing a 
project in one country. Discovering her interest 
for human development, she gained 
experience through working with non-profit 
organizations aimed towards aiding specific 
communities. One such experience was 
through interning at an organization called the 
Syrian Emergency Task Force (SETF), whose 
goal was to raise awareness of the Syrian war 
and humanitarian crises, as well as pursue 
justice and accountability for war crimes. 
Having interned at SETF during her college 
years, Giselle was able to bring some 
members of the organization to her university, 
in order to hold a panel discussion on the 
Caesar Syria Civilian Protection Act of 2019, a 
U.S. legislation that had passed with SETF as 
one of the driving forces behind it.

InϙregardϙtoϙherϙdesireϙtoϙtravelϠϙinϙ͑01͘ϠϙGiselleϙ
traveledϙ withϙ aϙ smallϙ teamϙ toϙ BaozhongϠϙ
TaiwanϠϙ whereϙ forϙ aϙ fewϙ weeksϙ sheϙ
collaboratedϙ withϙ Taiwaneseϙ universityϙ
studentsϙ inϙ leadingϙ anϙ Englishϙ summerϙ campϙ
forϙ elementaryϙ schoolϙ childrenϟϙ Inϙ ͑0͑͑Ϡϙ
Giselleϙstudiedϙabroadϙ inϙGenevaϠϙSwitzerlandϙ
forϙ aϙ semesterϠϙ andϙ wasϙ offeredϙ theϙ
opportunityϙ toϙ extendϙ herϙ internshipϙ atϙ theϙ
Internationalϙ Organizationϙ forϙ Migrationϙ ϼIOMϽϙ
intoϙ theϙ summerϠϙ allowingϙ herϙ toϙ experienceϙ
livingϙ abroadϙ inϙ Europeϙ withoutϙ theϙ directϙ
guidanceϙ ofϙ herϙ universityϟϙ Duringϙ herϙ
internshipϠϙ Giselleϙ wasϙ aϙ memberϙ ofϙ theϙ
Immigrationϙ andϙ Borderϙ Managementϙ TeamϠϙ
whereϙsheϙworkedϙonϙprocessingϙvisasϙthroughϙ
IOMϙ centersϙ acrossϙ theϙ globeϟϙ Itϙ wasϙ throughϙ
thisϙ teamϙ thatϙ Giselleϙ metϙ Americanϙ
colleaguesϙ whoϙ hadϙ previouslyϙ servedϙ inϙ theϙ
PeaceϙCorpsϠϙandϙwhoϙhadϙencouragedϙherϙ toϙ
considerϙ joiningϙ afterϙ sheϙ hadϙ graduatedϟϙ
ThroughϙbothϙexperiencesϠϙGiselleϙhasϙlearnedϙ
howϙ toϙ growϙ comfortableϙ inϙ placingϙ herselfϙ inϙ
newϙ environmentsϙ andϙ uncomfortableϙ
situationsϙ andϙ isϙ lookingϙ forwardϙ toϙ theϙ newϙ
lessonsϙandϙexperiencesϙsheϙwillϙgainϙwhileϙ inϙ
Thailandϟϙ Duringϙ herϙ timeϙ hereϠϙ sheϙ hopesϙ toϙ
collaborateϙ andϙ workϙ onϙ projectsϙ withϙ
communityϙ membersϙ relatedϙ toϙ theϙ
developmentϙ ofϙ herϙ studentsϙ andϙ localϙ
communityϙ thatϙ emphasizeϙ theϙ changeϙ theyϙ
wantϙtoϙseeϠϙratherϙthanϙtheϙchangeϙthatϙothersϙ
mayϙthinkϙisϙnecessaryϟ

Inϙ herϙ freeϙ timeϠϙ Giselleϙ enjoysϙ dancingϠϙ bothϙ
byϙherselfϙandϙwithϙfriendsϟϙGrowingϙupϠϙGiselleϙ
hasϙ learnedϙ balletϙ sinceϙ theϙ ageϙ ofϙ ͒Ϣϙ inϙ
collegeϠϙ sheϙ committedϙ toϙ expandingϙ herϙ
danceϙ knowledgeϙ andϙ exploredϙ otherϙ stylesϙ
includingϙ contemporaryϠϙ hipϱhopϠϙ andϙ
ballroomϟϙ Giselleϙ becameϙ aϙ largeϙ partϙ ofϙ herϙ
universityϙ danceϙ communityϠϙ leadingϙ danceϙ
groupsϙ inϙ techniqueϙ classesϙ andϙ
choreographingϙ performancesϙ forϙ studentsϙ ofϙ
allϙ levelsϟϙ Giselleϙ hopesϙ toϙ continueϙ dancingϙ
whileϙ inϙThailandϠϙ toϙbeϙableϙ toϙshareϙherϙ loveϙ
forϙ theϙartformϙwithϙ thoseϙwhoϙareϙ interestedϠϙ
asϙwellϙ asϙ learningϙ forϙ herselfϙ traditionalϙ Thaiϙ
danceϙstylesϙfromϙtheϙcommunityϟ

Giselle Wong
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Joseph Kunetz is from Darien, Connecticut and 
studied English and Theology at Villanova University. 
After graduation, he spent more than two years 
teaching high school English in Kalasin, Thailand, 
but left at the onset of COVID. On his return to the 
US, he researched and wrote articles for a business 
publication for more than a year. Finding office life 
unsatisfying, he moved on to organic farming in 
Maryland, where he and a team of farmers cultivated 
and sold over 50 kinds of fruits and vegetables 
throughout the year.  

Joseph joined Peace Corps Thailand because he 
loves Thailand, Thai culture, and Thai people, and he 
wanted to continue the cultural exchange. He also 
wanted to improve his Thai language skills, and he 
missed working with children. 

In his spare time, Joseph enjoys Tai Chi, Qi Gong and 
kickboxing. 

Joseph Kunetz
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Kenneth Norris
Kennethϙ ϼKϟDϟϽϙ NorrisϠϙ firstϙ andϙ foremostϙ
wasϙ blessedlyϙ marriedϙ toϙ hisϙ lovelyϙ wifeϠϙ
TJϠϙ͒0ϙyearsϙagoϟϙAndϙtogetherϙ theyϙareϙonϙ
thisϙ Peaceϙ Corpsϙ Thailandϙ adventureϟϙ Atϙ
͕͖ϙ yearsϙ ofϙ ageϠϙ Kenϙ usϙ theϙ oldestϙ
volunteerϙ inϙ Thailandϙ Groupϙ 1͔͒Ϡϙ andϙ heϙ
oftenϙ feedsϙ offϙ theϙ energyϙ ofϙ theϙ youthϙ
surroundingϙhimϟ

KenϙcomesϙtoϙtheϙTESSϯTEFLϙprogramϙwithϙ
limitedϙ Americanϙ publicϙ schoolϙ teachingϙ
experienceϠϙ primarilyϙ asϙ anϙ elementaryϙ
schoolϙ substituteϙ teachingϙ inϙ ͑0͑͒ϙ asϙ hisϙ
Peaceϙ Corpsϙ entryϙ becameϙ moreϙ realϟϙ
Priorϙ andϙ forϙ muchϙ ofϙ theϙ pastϙ fourϙ
decadesϙ heϙ workedϙ asϙ aϙ journalistϙ usingϙ
theϙ bylineϙ ЊKϟDϟϙ NorrisЋϟϙ Afterϙ gainingϙ hisϙ
journalismϙ degreeϙ fromϙ Humboldtϙ Stateϙ
UniversityϠϙ heϙ hasϙ writtenϙ forϙ andϙ editedϙ
newspapersϙ largeϙ andϙ smallϠϙ fromϙ
CaliforniaϙtoϙVermontϠϙandϙwonϙnumerousϙ
awardsϙ forϙ hisϙ writingϟϙ Inϙ ͑0͑͒Ϡϙ KϟDϟϙ alsoϙ
publishedϙhisϙdebutϙfictionϙnovelϠϙTheϙViewϙ
fromϙ Gleninaghϙ NorthϠϙ whichϙ isϙ currentlyϙ
availableϙ inϙ printϙ andϙ willϙ soonϙ beϙ
availableϙinϙeϱbookϟ

Originally from the high plains of western 
Washington state, Ken spent six years in 
the U.S. Navy ϴ briefly visiting Thailand in 
the 1980s ϴ before gaining his associates 
and then bachelors degrees and starting 
his career. He lived in California, and then 
in Portland, Oregon, where his met his 
beautiful wife. Together they have lived in 
Oregon, Pennsylvania, and Vermont 
before moving to Michigan, from where 
the entered the Peace Corps.

Ken and TJЍs motivation for volunteering 
for the Peace Corps stems from their 
desire to give back to a world which has 
been good to them in their life and 
careers, and to adventure as few of their 
friends and none of their family has ever 
adventured. While having no children, Ken 
has also always enjoyed working with 
young people as a mentor and teacher, 
and, hopefully, as an example of work 
ethic in the workplace and morality in the 
wider world.
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Kristenϙ isϙ fromϙ theϙWashingtonϠϙ DCϙ areaϠϙ butϙ
herϙ familyϙ comesϙ fromϙ aϙ smallϙ townϙ inϙ ruralϙ
Minnesotaϙ calledϙ Vikingϟϙ Sheϙ graduatedϙ fromϙ
Virginiaϙ Techϙ withϙ aϙ BϟSϟϙ inϙ Biochemistryϙ andϙ
attendedϙ theϙUniversityϙ ofϙ VirginiaϠϙwhereϙ sheϙ
earnedϙherϙMastersϙinϙBiologyϟϙ

Sheϙ discoveredϙ herϙ loveϙ ofϙ scienceϙ inϙ highϙ
schoolϙ whereϙ theϙ biologyϙ andϙ chemistryϙ
classesϙalwaysϙmadeϙsenseϠϙandϙsheϙexcelledϟϙ
Sheϙ considersϙ herselfϙ luckyϟϙ Notϙ everyoneϙ
findsϙtheirϙpassionϙforϙlearningϙandϙturnsϙitϙintoϙ
aϙ careerϟϙ SheЍsϙ workedϙ andϙ publishedϙ journalϙ
articlesϙatϙtheϙNationalϙInstitutesϙofϙHealthϙandϙ
forϙ smallϱϠϙ mediumϱϠϙ andϙ largeϱsizeϙ
biotechϯpharmaceuticalϙ companiesϟϙ StillϠϙ
somehowϙ thatϙ wasnЍtϙ enoughϟϙ Sheϙwantedϙ toϙ
connectϙwithϙpeopleϙoutsideϙofϙherϙfieldϟϙToϙseeϙ
aϙbiggerϙpictureϙofϙ theϙworldϙaroundϙherϟϙOverϙ
theϙ lastϙ twentyϙ yearsϠϙ variousϙ volunteerϙ
opportunitiesϙ openedϙ herϙ eyesϟϙ Helpingϙ toϙ
teachϙ Sundayϙ Schoolϙ Kindergartenϙ throughϙ
Thirdϙ Gradeϙ atϙ herϙ Unitarianϙ Universalistϙ
Congregationϙ showedϙ herϙ howϙ toϙ beϙ flexibleϙ
whenϙ interactingϙ withϙ impressionableϙ youngϙ
mindsϟϙ

Kristen 
Lekstrom

English as a Second Language enabled her 
to think outside the box when tutoring; how 
to convey the structure of a new language. 
Toastmasters and Fire Department 
volunteering developed her leadership and 
problem-solving skills while working with 
large groups of people with different goals 
and backgrounds. Indeed, these types of 
connections demonstrated that she could, 
in fact, make a difference in her community. 
This realization brought her to the Peace 
Corps. So, when you ask her why she wants 
to serve as a Peace Corps volunteer, there 
are three main reasons:
1) Sharing her curiosity and passion for 

learning,
2) Wanting to be part of something bigger,
3) Serving communities through the 

exchange of ideas and cultures.

She knows that Peace Corps service wonЍt 
be easy. From her Peace Corps training as 
well as website information, reading blogs, 
watching application webinars, and by 
talking to a recruiter, this is not something 
to be taken lightly. The English Language 
Teacher position in Thailand presents 
significant physical, emotional, and 
intellectual difficulties. She plans to face 
these challenges head-on by working at her 
site to integrate into the community. She 
wants to encourage her school to 
create/develop a Science Technology 
Engineering Mathematics (STEM) program 
that might award science internships. It 
would be great to give students hands-on 
experience in a laboratory or engineering 
setting. Another potential goal would be to 
invite guest speakers to talk about their 
STEM careers and the challenges they faced 
and overcame.
Kristen has a variety of hobbies that she 
pursues in her spare time. She enjoys 
playing the acoustic guitar and watching 
Thai football with her host family. She likes 
birding, biking, and hiking/camping. If she 
has the opportunity, she would love to learn 
to cook Thai foods.
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Originally from Houston, Texas, Lilly pursued 
a Bachelor of Science in Athletic Training at 
Florida State University, graduating Magna 
Cum Laude. Her concentration was in 
Physical Therapy, and she earned a minor in 
Psychology and a Developmental Disabilities 
Certification. Additionally, she played a 
pivotal role in the Phi Sigma Pi National 
Honor Fraternity, serving as the Gamma Eta 
Chapter President in 2018-2019. During 
university, she worked as an Athletic Trainer 
with Clup Sports and Recreation and in the 
Social Psychology Department as a 
Research Assistant.

Post-graduation, Lilly delved into the world of 
education, working as an English Language 
Assistant and Private Language Teacher in 
various Spanish classrooms for the past two 
years. This experience provided insights into 
curriculum development, lesson planning, 
and the ability to adapt lessons on the fly. 

Lillian 
Hromadka

She discovered a genuine joy in helping 
students find their passions and overcome 
challenges, especially relishing those 
moments of connection with students who 
initially seemed indifferent to learning.

The idea of joining the Peace Corps came 
from a desire to extend the impact on 
communities beyond the classroom. With all 
its challenges and rewards, Spain prepared 
her for the two-year adventure ahead. The 
mix of adaptability, patience, and 
perseverance that worked well in the 
Spanish classroom is now geared up for a 
fresh chapter. Her experience sparked an 
interest in understanding diverse 
perspectives, fostering connections, and 
embracing continuous learning.

Peace Corps Thailand offered her the chance 
to be more than a Co-Teacher. It's not just 
about teaching English; it's about creating an 
environment where learning flourishes. The 
Peace Corps' focus on community-driven 
development resonates with LillyЍs 
philosophy as an educator ϳ fostering a 
collaborative approach that empowers 
communities and individuals to be self-
sufficient and self-motivated.

Beyond the professional realm, Lilly is more 
than a teacher. Her volunteer experiences 
include medical scribing, assisting in a 
classroom for pre-schoolers with behavioral 
difficulties, and mentoring high school 
students. She also possesses certifications 
in TEFL, CPR/AED/First Aid, PADI Open Water 
Scuba Diving, and as a Pharmacy 
Technician, which highlight her commitment 
to continuous learning and personal 
development. Lilly is also an avid hiker, 
dancer, traveler, and reader, reflecting a 
passionate individual with a zest for life.
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Monique was born and raised in Long Beach, 
a Southern California city within the Los 
Angeles County area. Prior to joining the 
Peace Corps, she was studying biology right 
in her backyard at Long Beach State 
University with the intention to eventually 
becoming a pharmacist.

Joining the Peace Corps had been on the 
back of her mind since hearing about it when 
she was in high school. As someone who 
lived in one place all her life, Monique was 
drawn to the idea of living in a completely 
different country and doing something 
entirely out of her comfort zone. But the two-
year commitment had been daunting, so 
after graduating high school, she opted to 
apply to college and forgot about the Peace 
Corps.

A few years into college, Monique began to 
feel restless and unsatisfied with her career 
choice. After COVID-19 restrictions lifted in 
the United States, Monique took to traveling 
more. During one her trips to Portland, 
Oregon, she met a woman who was a Peace 
Corps volunteer that was evacuated at the 
height of the pandemic. Despite not being 
able to complete her service, she couldnЍt 
stop singing her praises.

Monique Sayh
SheϙmetϙaϙworldϙofϙnewϙpeopleϠϙgotϙtoϙliveϙinϙaϙ
wholeϙotherϙcountryϠϙandϙevenϙlearnedϙaϙnewϙ
languageϟϙ Talkingϙ toϙ herϠϙ Moniqueϙ wasϙ
remindedϙ ofϙ allϙ theϙ reasonsϙ sheϙ initiallyϙ
wantedϙtoϙjoinϟϙTheϙwomanϙtalkedϙaboutϙhowϙ
beingϙaϙPeaceϙCorpsϙvolunteerϙ reallyϙshiftedϙ
herϙ perspectiveϙ onϙ whatЍsϙ importantϙ andϙ
taughtϙ herϙ howϙ toϙ dealϙ withϙ challengesϙ inϙ
manyϙnewϙwaysϟϙAndϙ justϙ likeϙ thatϠϙMoniqueϙ
wasϙconvincedϟ

Duringϙ herϙ lastϙ yearϙ atϙ collegeϠϙ sheϙ didϙ aϙ
shortϱtermϙ studyϙ abroadϙ inϙ Thailandϟϙ Theϙ
classϙ sheϙ tookϙ includedϙ aϙ fewϙ daysϙ ofϙ
volunteeringϙ atϙ aϙ schoolϙ inϙ Northernϙ
Thailandϟϙ Whileϙ workingϙ thereϙ withϙ theϙ
studentsϠϙ sheϙ learnedϙ fromϙ theϙ staffϙ theϙ
importanceϙ ofϙ learningϙ Englishϙ andϙ howϙ itϙ
aidsϙ inϙ continuingϙ educationϙ andϙ makingϙ
candidatesϙmoreϙcompetitiveϙforϙmostϙjobsϙinϙ
Thailandϟϙ Hearingϙ thisϠϙ Moniqueϙ couldϙ seeϙ
howϙteachingϙEnglishϙinϙneededϙcommunitiesϙ
canϙbeϙbeneficialϙtoϙtheϙpeopleϟϙSoϠϙwhenϙsheϙ
appliedϙ toϙ Peaceϙ Corpsϙ Thailandϙ andϙ theyϙ
offeredϙ herϙ anϙ assignmentϙ inϙ theϙ TESSϙ
programϠϙsheϙacceptedϟϙ
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Ollie Goldstein grew up in Honolulu, Hawaii, and 
attended Punahou School for her K-12 education. 
After graduating high school in 2019 Ollie majored 
in Mathematics and Computer Science (MACS) at 
the University of Oregon from October 1st, 2019 - 
June 20th, 2023. After graduating from University 
of Oregon Ollie moved back home to Hawaii 
where she took up a part time job as an assistant 
teacher at Punahou School for the class Game 
Academy 2D. During her senior year in college, 
Ollie discovered the Peace Corps. She was 
immediately drawn to the idea of teaching English 
in Thailand because she, her grandmother, and 
her mother are Thai. Ollie had also started taking 
an interest in teaching while she was in college 
when she found herself tutoring a few classmates 
in math every quarter, and figured this would be a 
great opportunity to discover a potential passion 
for teaching. Furthermore, Ollie has Thai 
citizenship, so she thought that after she was 
finished with the Peace Corps, she would be able 
to speak some Thai, which would make living in 
Thailand after her service much easier if she 
chose to do so. 

Notϙ onlyϙ thisϠϙ butϙ Ollieϙ knewϙ itϙ wouldϙ makeϙ herϙ
grandmotherϙ veryϙ happyϙ ifϙ sheϙ couldϙ speakϙ theϙ
languageϟϙHoweverϠϙOllieЍsϙdesireϙtoϙjoinϙtheϙPeaceϙ
Corpsϙ inϙThailandϙbecameϙevenϙgreaterϙafterϙ sheϙ
learnedϙ thatϙ herϙ grandfatherϠϙ Jackϙ BilmesϠϙ wasϙ aϙ
memberϙofϙtheϙveryϙfirstϙcohortϙservingϙinϙThailandϙ
inϙ 1͕͑͘ϟϙ Ollieϙ alsoϙ learnedϙ thatϙ herϙ grandmotherϙ
wasϙ herϙ grandfatherДsϙ Thaiϙ teacherϙ duringϙ PSTϠϙ
andϙ despiteϙ theϙ factϙ thatϙ theyϙ wereϙ separatedϙ
duringϙ herϙ grandfatherЍsϙ serviceϠϙ theyϙ endedϙ upϙ
gettingϙmarriedϟϙWhileϙOllieЍsϙ grandfatherϙpassedϙ
awayϙ inϙ midϙ ͑0͑1Ϡϙ justϙ aϙ littleϙ underϙ twoϙ yearsϙ
beforeϙOllieϙwouldϙdecideϙtoϙjoinϙtheϙPeaceϙCorpsϙ
andϙwouldϙ thereforeϙneverϙknowϙofϙ thisϙdecisionϠϙ
Ollieϙknewϙherϙgrandfatherϙwouldϙbeϙproudϙofϙherϟϙ
Thisϙ factϙ fuelsϙ OllieЍsϙ senseϙ ofϙ motivationϙ andϙ
positiveϙattitudeϙasϙsheϙgoesϙthroughϙPSTϙandϙwillϙ
continueϙ toϙ fuelϙ herϙ duringϙ herϙ twoϙ yearsϙ ofϙ
serviceϟϙKnowingϙthatϙsheϙisϙgoingϙthroughϙsimilarϙ
experiencesϙ thatϙ herϙ grandfatherϙ wentϙ throughϙ
overϙ͕0ϙyearsϙagoϙgivesϙOllieϙaϙsenseϙofϙfulfillmentϙ
andϙ prideϠϙ soϙ muchϙ soϙ thatϙ evenϙ herϙ cohortϙ
membersϙ haveϙ noticedϟϙ MichaelϠϙ aϙ fellowϙ
volunteerϠϙ toldϙ Ollieϙ thatϙ sheϙ wasϙ visiblyϙ excitedϙ
andϙ happyϙ toϙ beϙ whereϙ sheϙ wasϙ duringϙ theϙ
orientationϙ inϙ Sanϙ Franciscoϟϙ Duringϙ herϙ serviceϠϙ
Ollieϙ hopesϙ toϙ changeϙatϙ leastϙ oneϙchildЍsϙ lifeϙ byϙ
teachingϙ themϙEnglishϟϙ Sheϙ isϙ confidentϙ sheϙ canϙ
doϙ thisϙbecauseϙoneϙdayϠϙwhileϙgettingϙaϙ vaccineϙ
forϙ Peaceϙ Corpsϙ medicalϙ clearanceϠϙ theϙ nurseϙ
administeringϙ herϙ vaccineϙ revealedϙ thatϙ hisϙ
EnglishϙteacherϙwasϙaϙPeaceϙCorpsϙvolunteerϙandϙ
encouragedϙOllieϙthatϙsheϙwouldϙendϙup
makingϙaϙdifferenceϟϙWhileϙsheϙisϙaϙlittleϙscaredϙofϙ
theϙ mosquitoesϠϙ Ollieϙ looksϙ forwardϙ toϙ bondingϙ
withϙ herϙ communityϙ andϙ everϙ experiencingϙ Thaiϙ
NewϙYearϠϙSongrankanϠϙforϙtheϙfirstϙtimeϟ

Olivia 
Goldstein
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Reidϙ Stautbergϙ isϙ aϙ volunteerϙ whoϙ comesϙ fromϙ
CincinnatiϠϙOhioϟϙInϙMayϙ͑0͑͒Ϡϙheϙgraduatedϙwithϙaϙ
bachelorЍsϙ degreeϙ fromϙ Kenyonϙ Collegeϟϙ Reidϙ
majoredϙ inϙ economicsϙ andϙ minoredϙ inϙ Germanϙ
languageϟϙ Heϙ alsoϙ tookϙ aϙ specialϙ interestϙ inϙ
internationalϙ publicϙ policyϙ ϳϙ studyingϙ theϙ
structuresϙ andϙ functionsϙ ofϙ theϙ Europeanϙ Unionϙ
duringϙaϙsemesterϙabroadϙinϙGermanyϟϙDuringϙhisϙ
timeϙatϙKenyonϠϙheϙalsoϙinvolvedϙhimselfϙdeeplyϙinϙ
theϙ studentϱrunϙ campusϙ newspaperϟϙ Inϙ ReidЍsϙ
seniorϙyearϠϙheϙactedϙasϙ theϙexecutiveϙdirectorϙofϙ
theϙ organizationϠϙ managingϙ aϙ staffϙ ofϙ nearlyϙ ͓0ϙ
writersϠϙeditorsϠϙandϙotherϙcreativesϟϙReidϙenjoyedϙ
takingϙ advantageϙ ofϙ allϙ theϙ resourcesϙ presentϙ onϙ
campusϙ toϙ learnϙ moreϙ aboutϙ theϙ worldϙ andϙ theϙ
characteristicsϙ thatϙ defineϙ itϟϙ Beyondϙ hisϙ mainϙ
coursesϙ ofϙ studyϠϙ heϙ tookϙ classesϙ inϙ historyϠϙ
sociologyϠϙ anthropologyϠϙ andϙ anϙ arrayϙ ofϙ otherϙ
disciplinesϟϙ Heϙ enjoyedϙ meetingϙ otherϙ studentsϙ
fromϙ aroundϙ theϙ worldϙ andϙ wasϙ inspiredϙ byϙ theϙ
professorsϙ whoϙ heϙ hadϙ builtϙ closeϙ relationshipsϙ
withϟ

Reidϙ isϙ alsoϙ deeplyϙ passionateϙ aboutϙ outdoorϙ
educationϙandϙconservationϟϙDuringϙhisϙcollegiateϙ
summersϠϙ heϙworkedϙasϙ aϙbackpackingϙ guideϙ forϙ
Americanϙ highϙ schoolϙ studentsϟϙ Heϙ ledϙ tripsϙ
aroundϙ theϙ Greaterϙ Yellowstoneϙ Ecosystemϙ
ϼ͑0͑1ϽϠϙtheϙColoradoϙRockiesϙϼ͑0͑͑Ͻϙϱ

and the Swiss Alps (2023, post-graduation). 
Leading these expeditions was extraordinarily 
fulfilling, and Reid loved seeing the how his 
students would grow both individually and as a 
unit when they stepped out of their comfort 
zones. He was inspired by the way his students 
could push their limits and achieve what they 
thought was previously impossible. Further, 
without access to technology, Reid could see how 
deeply students could become connected to 
themselves, each other, and the present moment. 
His experiences with outdoor education were a 
major motivator in his decision to join the Peace 
Corps. 

After his time in Switzerland in 2023, Reid moved 
to the White Mountains in New Hampshire. He 
worked with a major conservation nonprofit, 
performing trail conservation work for a fall 
season. Reid loved the opportunity to give back to 
the land and create more sustainable access to 
the beautiful area for others. Reid plans to use 
this conservation experience to teach Thai 
students and their communities about the 
importance of preserving and caring for natural 
spaces. He also wants to implement teachings 
about the causes and effects of climate change ϳ 
in the hope that it can begin a consistent driver of 
conversation and action.

Reid grew up in a family with parents who deeply 
valued his education as well as three supportive 
older brothers. He is grateful that he is still 
connected with his family and that they support 
his Peace Corps journey. Reid acknowledges that 
he would not be here without them. His family 
always stressed the importance of understanding 
other cultures, religions, and backgrounds. He 
learned from a young age that this understanding 
is incredibly necessary to provide for a more 
unified world. Serving others was also a core 
characteristic of ReidЍs upbringing. It was an 
expectation in his family for him to engage in 
community service in his youth. One of the most 
empowering and memorable of these 
engagements was mentoring with Big Brothers as 
a high school student. He continues to hold his 
familyЍs values and they will remain important to 
Reid as he navigates his time as a volunteer. 

Reid is looking forward to working with the 
students and teachers of his community to 
support English learning and teaching. He is also 
excited to integrate with the local people. He 
hopes to gain a unique understanding of the 
beautiful culture, language, and life that exists in 
Thailand.

Reid 
Stautberg
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SamanthaϠϙaϙnomadϙoriginatingϙfromϙtheϙ
sunnyϙcoastϙofϙCaliforniaϠϙwithϙaϙUtahϙzipϙ
codeϙ asϙ herϙ currentϙ placeϙ ofϙ residenceϟϙ
Sheϙhasϙlivedϙinϙtwoϙcountriesϙandϙsevenϙ
statesϙbetweenϙbothϙcoastϙofϙtheϙUSϟϙSheϙ
hasϙ aϙ wideϙ varietyϙ ofϙ workϙ experiencesϙ
fromϙ aϙ cumulativeϙ ofϙ nearlyϙ ͑0ϙ yearsϙ inϙ
theϙ workforceϙ beginningϙ whenϙ sheϙ wasϙ
1͕Ϣϙ includingϙbeingϙ aϙ businessϙownerϙ ofϙ
twoϙ businessesϙ forϙ theϙ pastϙ fourϙ yearsϟϙ
SheϙhasϙherϙBSBMϙfromϙtheϙUniversityϙofϙ
PhoenixϠϙ andϙ aϙ dualϙMasterϙ ofϙ Businessϙ
andϙ Publicϙ Administrationϙ minoringϙ inϙ
Nonprofitϙ Managementϙ fromϙ Easternϙ
Washingtonϙ Universityϟϙ HoweverϠϙ sheϙ
beganϙherϙcareerϙpathϙinϙculinaryϙschoolϠϙ
firstϙ pursuingϙ aϙ careerϙ asϙ aϙ chefϠϙ thenϙ
specializingϙinϙpastryϙartsϟϙMostϙrecentlyϠϙ
sheϙbeganϙaϙnewϙcareerϙinϙtheϙlegalϙfieldϙ
withϙherϙsightsϙsetϙonϙpotentiallyϙgoingϙtoϙ
lawϙ schoolϙ uponϙ herϙ returnϙ fromϙ Peaceϙ
CorpsϙThailandϟ

Samantha is an RPCV who served in CED 
in Peace Corps Kenya from 2013 to late 
2014, unfortunately having to end 
service a bit early due to a country-wide 
closure and evacuation. She also has 
lived in Thailand previously in 2018 for a 
year as an M3-6 English Teacher in Khon 
Kaen, where she obtained her 
International TESOL Certification with 
Xplore Asia. Aside from her volunteering 
in Peace Corps, in her spare time she 
volunteered building houses with Habitat 
for Humanity Seattle and Global Village 
in Ethiopia. 

Outside of her career and volunteer 
roles, she has held the title of wife, and 
the loss of her husband in 2023 was a 
driving force for coming back to Peace 
Corps service as she navigated the next 
chapter of her life. Her previous 
experience living in Thailand was the 
reason she chose to revisit the beautiful 
country for her second PC service post, 
and she only applied for a position, 
specifically in Thailand. Her passion 
projects include work with animals, and 
she has spent much time volunteering 
with various animal shelters. She aspires 
to own a non-profit cat wine café and 
hopes to find secondary projects in 
Thailand during her current Peace Corps 
service with local animal rescues or 
sanctuaries.

Samantha 
Stolworthy
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Taleahϙ VazquezϠϙ aϙ remarkableϙ individualϙ
originatingϙ fromϙ theϙ vibrantϙ cityϙ ofϙ JacksonvilleϠϙ
FloridaϠϙ standsϙ asϙ aϙ proudϙ alumnaϙ ofϙ theϙ
UniversityϙofϙSouthϙFloridaϟϙHoldingϙaϙBachelorϙofϙ
Artsϙ andϙ Scienceϙ inϙ Internationalϙ StudiesϠϙ
complementedϙ byϙ aϙ minorϙ inϙ Chineseϙ Languageϙ
andϙ CultureϠϙ TaleahДsϙ educationalϙ journeyϙ isϙ anϙ
odysseyϙ markedϙ byϙ aϙ vibrantϙ spiritϙ andϙ anϙ
unwaveringϙ commitmentϙ toϙ globalϙ serviceϟϙ Herϙ
storyϙ unfoldsϙ againstϙ aϙ backdropϙ ofϙ familialϙ tiesϠϙ
communityϙ engagementϠϙ aϙ deepϙ loveϙ forϙ musicϠϙ
andϙaϙprofoundϙpassionϙforϙteachingϟ

Centralϙ toϙ Taleahϙ VazquezДsϙ narrativeϙ isϙ theϙ
endearingϙ presenceϙ ofϙ herϙ belovedϙ petϙ bunnyϠϙ
Joeyϟϙ Inϙ theϙ tapestryϙ ofϙ herϙ lifeϠϙ Joeyϙ emergesϙ asϙ
moreϙthanϙjustϙaϙpetϙbutϙaϙcherishedϙcompanionϠϙ
aϙwhimsicalϙ confidantϙwhoϙ transformsϙ herϙ homeϙ
intoϙ aϙ sanctuaryϙ ofϙ warmthϙ andϙ unconditionalϙ
loveϟϙ Theirϙ bondϙ speaksϙ volumesϙ aboutϙ Taleahϙ
VazquezДsϙ nurturingϙ natureϠϙ transcendingϙ theϙ
ordinaryϙ toϙ createϙ aϙ havenϙ whereϙ affectionϙ andϙ
companionshipϙintertwineϟ

TheϙcanvasϙofϙTaleahϙVazquezДsϙlifeϙisϙpaintedϙwithϙ
aϙ diverseϙ paletteϙ ofϙ interestsϠϙ showcasingϙ herϙ
dynamicϙ personalityϟϙ Fromϙ theϙ fluidϙ motionsϙ ofϙ
rollerϙ skatingϙ toϙ theϙ captivatingϙ narrativesϙ ofϙ
foreignϙfilmsϙandϙtheϙartistryϙcapturedϙthroughϙherϙ
lensϙinϙphotographyϠϙTaleahϙembracesϙaϙrichϙarray

- of passions. However, it is her profound love for 
music that becomes the harmonious thread 
weaving through the fabric of her experiences, 
providing a constant source of inspiration and 
giving rhythm to the chapters of her life.

As Taleah Vazquez stands on the brink of a new 
chapter, she is poised to share her fervor for 
education as she embarks on a transformative 
journey as an English teacher for the Peace Corps 
Teacher Empowerment for Student Success 
(TESS) program. Motivated by an earnest desire to 
effect positive change, Taleah Vazquez's decision 
to join the Peace Corps is grounded in the belief 
that education is a formidable catalyst for 
societal transformation.

Her dedication to fostering connections and 
building bridges across cultures reflects a 
profound commitment to empowering students 
with the tools to navigate an increasingly 
interconnected world. The alignment of Taleah 
Vazquez's values with the Peace Corps mission 
underscores her aspiration to make a tangible 
difference in the lives of those she encounters, 
further solidifying her role as a catalyst for 
positive impact.

Preparing to immerse herself in a new cultural 
context, Taleah Vazquez brings not only her 
academic acumen but also a rich tapestry of life 
experiences. The harmonious blend of her diverse 
interests, coupled with the warmth of her family-
oriented spirit, is destined to elevate the 
educational environments she creates during her 
Peace Corps service.

In envisioning the upcoming chapter, Taleah 
Vazquez sees beyond the role of a traditional 
English teacher. Her ambition extends to 
facilitating a holistic educational experience that 
nurtures creativity, encourages critical thinking, 
and fosters cross-cultural understanding. As she 
embarks on this transformative journey, Taleah 
Vazquez's role as a Peace Corps volunteer 
promises to be a symphony of service, cultural 
exchange, and the empowering influence of 
education.

In summary, Taleah Vazquez, rooted in the 
dynamic city of Jacksonville, Florida, narrates a 
life that resonates like a symphonyϴa 
composition of love, community, music, and an 
unwavering passion for global service. Positioned 
to crescendo into a meaningful chapter as an 
English teacher for the Peace Corps TESS 
program, Taleah Vazquez emerges as a valuable 
ambassador poised to orchestrate positive 
change in the communities she is destined to 
serve.

Taleah 
Vazquez

͓͗



WadeϙZickϠϙbornϙandϙraisedϙinϙtheϙMidwestϙofϙtheϙ
Unitedϙ StatesϠϙ grewϙ upϙ inϙ aϙ primarilyϙ Dutchϙ
communityϙ ϱϙ oftenϙ knownϙ forϙ itsϙ directϙ
communicationϙ styleϙ andϙ thriftyϙ financialϙ
standardsϟϙ Heϙ isϙ theϙ youngestϙ ofϙ fourϙ siblingsϠϙ
andϙ hisϙ familyϙ couldϙ oftenϙbeϙ characterizedϙ byϙ
itsϙ loudnessϠϙconservativeϙreligiousϙvaluesϠϙandϙ
humorϟϙ Wadeϙ hasϙ alwaysϙ beenϙ passionateϙ
aboutϙhelpingϙyoungϙpeopleϙasϙaϙyouthϙeducatorϙ
andϙdirectedϙhisϙeducationϙtowardϙthatϙgoalϟ

Wadeϙ enjoyedϙ aϙ successfulϙ nearlyϙ ͒0ϱyearϙ
careerϙ inϙ educationϠϙ earningϙ BachelorЍsϙ andϙ
MasterЍsϙdegreesϙinϙtheϙfieldϟϙAϙfewϙhighlightsϙofϙ
hisϙ educationalϙ andϙ professionalϙ journeyϙ
includeϡ

ϩ Servingϙ asϙ aϙ nationalϙ trainerϙ andϙ
facilitatorϙ forϙ 1͕ϙ yearsϠϙ introducingϙ aϙ studentϱ
centeredϙ curriculumϙ forϙ comprehensiveϙ
sexualityϙ educationϙ toϙ teachersϠϙ religiousϙ
educatorsϠϙdoctorsϠϙandϙhealthϙprofessionalsϟ

ϩ Contributingϙ asϙ aϙ teamϙ memberϙ andϙ
curriculumϙ writerϙ forϙ ГFaithϙ PracticesϠГϙ
specificallyϙ theϙ ГPlayingϙ andϙ Livingϙ JoyfullyГϙ
middleϙschoolϙcomponentϟ

ϩ CompletingϙaϙmasterДsϙthesisϙprojectϙ
onϙ experientialϙ educationϠϙ focusingϙ onϙ
integratingϙ cooperativeϙ learningϙ activitiesϙ
withinϙaϙchallengeϱcourseϙenvironmentϟϙThisϙ
laidϙ theϙ foundationϙ forϙ hisϙ commitmentϙ toϙ
studentϱcenteredϙeducationalϙapproachesϟ

ϩ Attendingϙculinaryϙschoolϙtoϙobtainϙaϙ
degreeϙinϙwineϙappreciationϟϙHeϙthenϙwentϙonϙ
toϙ passϙ theϙ Masterϙ Courtϙ ofϙ Sommelierϙ
certifiedϙsommelierϙexamϟϙ

Inϙ theϙ firstϙ halfϙ ofϙ hisϙ careerϠϙ Wadeϙ workedϙ
directlyϙwithϙstudentsϙandϙvolunteerϙleadersϠϙ
developingϙ programsϙ likeϙ summerϱlongϙ
leadershipϙdevelopmentϙ initiativesϙforϙatϱriskϙ
teensϠϙ coordinatingϙ internationalϙ andϙ
nationalϙ serviceϙ projectsϠϙ andϙ facilitatingϙ
youthϙ programsϙ inϙ Michiganϙ andϙ Californiaϟϙ
Theseϙ programsϙ oftenϙ centeredϙ aroundϙ
diversityϠϙ cooperativeϙ gamesϠϙ spiritualϙ
growthϠϙ sexualϙ healthϠϙ volunteeringϠϙ andϙ
globalϙcitizenshipϟ

Inϙ theϙ latterϙ halfϙ ofϙ hisϙ careerϠϙWadeϙ shiftedϙ
hisϙ focusϙ toϙ leadershipϙ developmentϙ
programsϙ forϙ adultsϙ workingϙ withϙ youthϟϙ Heϙ
alsoϙ directedϙ andϙ oversawϙ programmingϙ atϙ
twoϙ campsϠϙ providingϙ hospitalityϙ forϙ variousϙ
nonϱprofitϙ groupsϙ andϙ progressiveϙ religiousϙ
communitiesϟϙOneϙofϙhisϙuniqueϙexperiencesϙ
wasϙtransitioningϙtheϙcampϙheϙmanagedϙtoϙaϙ
1͕ϱmonthϙ COVIDϙ isolationϙ andϙ quarantineϙ
siteϙ forϙ theϙ countyϟϙ Theyϙ welcomedϙ nearlyϙ
͑00ϙCOVIDϙpatientsϙduringϙthatϙtimeϠϙwithϙtheϙ
goalϙ ofϙ providingϙ aϙ welcomingϙ andϙ healingϙ
spaceϙforϙtheirϙguestsϟϙϙϙ

Inϙ ͑010Ϡϙ Wadeϙ marriedϙ hisϙ husbandϠϙ LaloϠϙ
andϙ establishedϙ aϙ sharedϙ goalϙ ofϙ
volunteeringϙ inϙ theϙ Peaceϙ Corpsϙ earlyϙ onϟϙ
LaloϠϙ havingϙ previouslyϙ volunteeredϙ inϙ theϙ
Thailandϙ Peaceϙ Corpsϙ fromϙ ͑00͓ϱ͑00͕Ϡϙ andϙ
Wadeϙareϙparticularlyϙexcitedϙtoϙvolunteerϙ inϙ
ThailandϙnowϙtogetherϟϙTheirϙsharedϙpassionsϙ
includeϙ travelϠϙ culinaryϙ experiencesϠϙ wineϠϙ
meditationϠϙ andϙ theirϙ adoptedϙ familyϙ ofϙ
friendsϟϙTheyϙalsoϙlovedϙhavingϙtheirϙtwoϙdogϙ
childrenϠϙMiloϙandϙPinotϠϙasϙtheyϙwereϙpartϙofϙ
theϙ familyϙ forϙmanyϙ yearsϙ untilϙ bothϙpassedϙ
awayϟϙ

Wadeϙ isϙ particularlyϙ excitedϙ aboutϙ teachingϙ
Englishϙ inϙ aϙ moreϙ traditionalϙ classroomϙ
settingϟϙHeϙisϙdeeplyϙgratefulϙforϙbeingϙpartϙofϙ
Peaceϙ Corpsϙ Thailandϙ andϙ looksϙ forwardϙ toϙ
theϙupcomingϙadventuresϤ

Wade Zick
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Natasha is a young New Yorker that was living in North 
Carolina prior to her coming to Thailand. She graduated 
from the University of North Carolina at Charlotte with her 
BachelorЍs in Science majoring in Clinical Psychology. 
Natasha has been working with kids for 6 years but working 
in Mental Health for 4 years. She specializes in counseling 
with children and adolescents. She was an RBT for kids 
with autism for 3 years and a psychiatric therapist at a 
hospital for 1 year. She describes her motivation for 
working in the Peace Corps as a rewarding experience 
being able to be a mentor for the youth of Thailand. She 
wants to create a mental health club for both adolescent 
girls and boys to be able to express their feelings 
appropriately and learn new coping skills and strategies 
when dealing with hardships in life. 

Amanda 
(Natasha) Morgan

͔͑



Cassidyϙ isϙ fromϙTampaϠϙFloridaϙbutϙhasϙbeenϙ livingϙ inϙTallahasseeϠϙFloridaϠϙ
sinceϙherϙ freshmanϙyearϙofϙcollegeϙ inϙ͑01͖ϟϙSheϙ isϙaϙ twoϱtimeϙalumnusϙofϙ
FloridaϙStateϙUniversityϠϙearningϙaϙBachelorϙofϙScienceϙ inϙFamilyϙandϙChildϙ
Sciencesϙ andϙ aϙ Masterϙ ofϙ Socialϙ Workϟϙ Cassidyϙ hasϙ dreamedϙ ofϙ beingϙ aϙ
PeaceϙCorpsϙVolunteerϙsinceϙsheϙwasϙaϙkidϙafterϙhearingϙaboutϙherϙmomДsϙ
experiencesϙ servingϙ inϙCostaϙRicaϙ fromϙ 1͘͘1ϱ1͒͘͘ϟϙCassidyϙ isϙ passionateϙ
aboutϙworkingϙwithϙandϙempoweringϙchildrenϙandϙyouthϙandϙcannotϙwaitϙtoϙ
doϙsoϙinϙThailandϟ

Cassidyϙ hasϙworkedϙ inϙmanyϙprofessionalϙ settingsϙwithϙ childrenϙ includingϙ
butϙnotϙlimitedϙtoϙworkingϙforϙtheϙStoopДsϙCenterϙforϙCommunitiesϠϙFamiliesϠϙ
andϙChildrenϙwithϙpreschoolϱagedϙchildrenϙinϙLeonϙCountyϙPublicϙSchoolsϠϙ
beingϙ aϙ ChildДsϙ Advocateϙ withϙ theϙ Oasisϙ Centerϙ forϙ Womenϙ andϙ GirlsϠϙ
coachingϙkickballϙandϙbaseballϙforϙchildrenϙandϙadultsϙwithϙspecialϙneedsϠϙ
multipleϙ graduateϙ researcherϙ opportunitiesϙ inϙ whichϙ sheϙ deliveredϙ
interventionsϙ toϙ childrenϙ inϙ schoolsϠϙ andϙ workingϙ inϙ multipleϙ specialϙ
educationϙclassroomsϟϙSheϙhasϙmanyϙfitnessϙcertificationsϙandϙsixϙyearsϙofϙ
experienceϙteachingϙGroupϙFitnessϙclassesϙtoϙuniversityϙstudentsϟϙSheϙhasϙaϙ
deepϙloveϙandϙpassionϙforϙtheϙoutdoorsϙandϙtheϙwaterϟ

Asϙ aϙ Youthϙ inϙDevelopmentϙ VolunteerϠϙCassidyϙ hopesϙ toϙ formϙmeaningfulϙ
andϙenrichingϙrelationshipsϙwithϙtheϙchildrenϙsheϙwillϙgetϙtoϙworkϙwithϟϙSheϙ
isϙ passionateϙ aboutϙ inclusionϙ andϙ mentoringϙ andϙ isϙ eagerϙ toϙ workϙ onϙ
projectsϙthatϙpromoteϙbothϟϙ

Cassidy Haglund
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Clara Kennedy was born and raised in San Diego, California. She is a recent 
graduate with a bachelor's degree in Sociology from the University of San 
Diego. In her free time, she enjoys practicing yoga, arts and crafts, reading, 
and surfing. Before joining the Peace Corps, she worked in a school setting 
as a behavior interventionist for children diagnosed with autism spectrum 
disorder. Clara joined the Peace Corps seeking an expanded worldview to 
further her knowledge of social justice and what that means under the 
scope of a global perspective. Clara is passionate about social justice and 
is excited to work as a volunteer in her community while in Thailand over 
her two years of service. She is eager to work on a variety of projects, but 
she is especially interested in volunteer work involving the empowerment of 
young women and girls. Clara has always been passionate about working 
with the youth population, as she believes they will be the change in 
society. From babysitting to behavior intervention, she has always made it a 
priority to create a safe space and be a positive mentor for the youth in her 
care. Clara is eager to exemplify these qualities at her site in Thailand, as 
well as when she returns to work in America. She believes that she has a lot 
to offer her community in Thailand and is committed to doing everything 
she can to support them, but she is most excited about what she has to 
learn from Thai culture, specifically from the people she will come across 
and the connections she will make over her two years of service.

Clara Kennedy
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ClayishaϙNorrisϙisϙaϙtwentyϱthreeϙyearsϙoldϠϙAfricanϙAmericanϙwomanϟϙAlthoughϙ
Clayishaϙ livedϙ inϙ Charlotteϙ forϙ mostϙ ofϙ herϙ lifeϠϙ sheϙ wasϙ bornϙ inϙ LouisvilleϠϙ
KentuckyϟϙClayishaϙ isϙ anϙolderϙ sisterϙ ofϙ twoϙ sistersϠϙwhichϙ hasϙplayedϙ aϙ hugeϙ
partϙinϙherϙlifeϟϙAsϙitϙisϙherϙgoalϙtoϙshowϙherϙsistersϙthatϙtheyϙcanϙdoϙanythingϙtheyϙ
setϙ theirϙ mindϙ toϟϙ Clayishaϙ attendedϙ aϙ Historicallyϙ Blackϙ collegeϙ calledϙ
Fayettevilleϙ Stateϙ UniversityϠϙ locatedϙ inϙ FayettevilleϠϙ Northϙ Carolinaϟϙ Clayishaϙ
graduatedϙ inϙDecemberϙ͑0͑͒ϙwithϙaϙdegreeϙ inϙSocialϙworkϟϙClayishaϙhasϙbeenϙ
involvedϙ withϙ manyϙ organizationsϙ throughoutϙ collegeϙ includingϙ Alphaϙ Kappaϙ
AlphaϙSororityϠϙIncorporatedϟϙBeingϙinvolvedϙinϙmanyϙclubsϙandϙorganizationsϙinϙ
collegeϙ hasϙ openedϙ manyϙ doorsϙ forϙ Clayishaϙ toϙ volunteerϙ andϙ helpϙ herϙ
communityϟϙClayishaϙhasϙbeenϙableϙ toϙgiveϙbackϙ inϙaϙvarietyϙofϙwaysϠϙsuchϙasϙ
hostingϙfoodϙdrivesϙandϙclothingϙdrivesϠϙbyϙdoingϙstreetϙandϙcampusϙcleanupsϠϙ
andϙ givingϙ outϙ warmϙ foodϙ toϙ theϙ homelessϙ whileϙ prayingϙ withϙ themϟϙ Afterϙ
ClayishaϙgraduatedϠϙherϙgoalϙwasϙtoϙjoinϙtheϙPeaceϙCorpsϙasϙaϙyouthϙdeveloperϙ
inϙ ThailandϟϙAsϙaϙyoungϙgirlϠϙ sheϙhasϙalwaysϙbeenϙpassionateϙaboutϙmakingϙaϙ
positiveϙ impactϙ onϙ theϙworldϟϙClayishaϙ isϙ veryϙ passionateϙ aboutϙworkingϙwithϙ
childrenϙ andϙ helpingϙ themϙ reachϙ theirϙ fullϙ potentialϟϙ Sheϙ couldϙ assistϙ inϙ
ensuringϙaϙbrighterϙ futureϙ forϙgenerationsϙ toϙcomeϙthroughϙprojectsϙ likeϙyoungϙ
leadershipϙdevelopmentϙandϙeducationalϙprogramsϟϙClayishaϙwouldϙalsoϙhaveϙ
theϙchanceϙ toϙ immerseϙherselfϙ inϙotherϙculturesϠϙpickϙupϙnewϙ languagesϠϙandϙ
gainϙ usefulϙ ͑ϙ skillsϙ thatϙ wouldϙ helpϙ herϙ bothϙ personallyϙ andϙ professionallyϟϙ
Beingϙ aϙ youthϙ developerϙ inϙ theϙ Peaceϙ Corpsϙ wouldϙ fulfillϙ herϙ desireϙ toϙ helpϙ
othersϙ whileϙ alsoϙ enablingϙ herϙ toϙ developϙ andϙ learnϙ inϙ waysϙ sheϙ hadϙ neverϙ
thoughtϙwasϙpossibleϟϙClayishaϙwouldϙlikeϙtoϙteachϙEnglishϙandϙlifeϙskillsϙinϙaϙfunϙ
wayϙ forϙ Thaiϙ studentsϟϙClayishaϙ isϙ soϙ excitedϙ toϙ takeϙonϙ thisϙ newϙ journeyϙ andϙ
canϙnotϙwaitϙtoϙseeϙwhatϙisϙstoredϙforϙherϙwithϙinϙtheϙnextϙtwoϙyearsϟ

Clayisha Norris
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Elsie Pagel
Elsieϙ wasϙ bornϙ andϙ raisedϙ inϙ aϙ cityϙ ofϙ 100Ϡ000ϙ peopleϙ inϙ Northwestϙ OregonϠϙ
closeϙtoϙmountainsϠϙ forestsϠϙandϙtheϙoceanϟϙSheϙhasϙlivedϙ inϙtheϙNortheasternϙ
Unitedϙ Statesϙ forϙ theϙ pastϙ fourϙ yearsϠϙ attendingϙ theϙ Universityϙ ofϙ Newϙ
HampshireϟϙSheϙjoinedϙtheϙPeaceϙCorpsϙbecauseϙherϙeducationϙandϙexperienceϙ
haveϙmadeϙ herϙ passionateϙ aboutϙ fosteringϙ leadershipϠϙ successϠϙ andϙ integrityϙ
amongϙ youthϟϙElsieϙ isϙalsoϙexcitedϙ toϙdiveϙ intoϙ Thaiϙ cultureϠϙhistoryϠϙ languageϠϙ
foodϠϙandϙfestivalsϟ

Elsieϙ graduatedϙ fromϙ theϙ Universityϙ ofϙ Newϙ Hampshireϙ withϙ aϙ BachelorЍsϙ ofϙ
ScienceϙinϙRecreationϙManagementϙandϙPolicyϙandϙaϙminorϙinϙBiologyϙinϙMayϙofϙ
͑0͑͒ϟϙ SheДsϙ aϙ formerϙ collegiateϙ NCAAϙ Divisionϙ Iϙ swimmerϟϙ Inϙ collegeϠϙ sheϙ
volunteeredϙoverϙ͗0ϙhoursϙatϙFriendsϙInϙActionϠϙaϙnonprofitϙcommunityϙservingϙ
adultsϙ withϙ intellectualϙ disabilitiesϙ inϙ theϙ Newϙ Hampshireϙ seacoastϟϙ
AdditionallyϠϙsheϙcompletedϙoverϙ͓00ϙhoursϙinterningϙwithϙExeterϙParksϙand
RecreationϠϙ gainingϙ valuableϙ experienceϙ inϙ programϙ developmentϠϙ
administrationϠϙ coordinationϠϙ andϙpublicϙ serviceϟϙDuringϙ thatϙ timeϠϙ Elsieϙ ledϙ aϙ
teamϙofϙ twelveϙswimϙ lessonϙ instructorsϙ andϙ taughtϙ lessonsϙ toϙ kidsϙ fromϙagesϙ
zeroϙ toϙ thirteenϟϙ Thatϙ experienceϙ allowedϙ herϙ toϙ growϙ inϙ aϙ communicativeϙ
managerialϙ roleϟϙ ElsieЍsϙ interestsϙ areϙ exploringϙ natureϠϙ cookingϠϙ andϙ playingϙ
sportsϟϙAfterϙsheϙgraduatedϙcollegeϠϙ sheϙworkedϙatϙaϙbakeryϙ inϙherϙhometownϙ
andϙhasϙbeenϙeagerϙtoϙlearnϙaboutϙThaiϙcuisineϟ

Elsieϙplansϙtoϙuseϙherϙeducationϙandϙexperienceϙtoϙprovideϙtheϙchildrenϙ inϙherϙ
permanentϙsiteϙaϙfunϙenvironmentϙinϙwhichϙtoϙlearnϙandϙgrowϟϙSheϙhopesϙtoϙbeϙ
inϙ aϙ communityϙwithϙ activeϙ clubsϙ andϙ studentϙ councilϟϙ Elsieϙwouldϙ likeϙ toϙ beϙ
involvedϙwithϙ sportsϙ groupsϙ inϙ anyϙ capacityϠϙ coachingϙ toϙ supportϠϙ atϙ herϙ siteϟϙ
Sheϙisϙexcitedϙaboutϙtheϙopportunitiesϙthatϙthisϙexperienceϙwillϙofferϟ ͔͕



Emily Hoffmeister
EmilyϙHoffmeisterϙ grewϙ upϙ inϙ aϙ smallϙ townϠϙWinterϙ ParkϠϙColoradoϟϙHereϠϙ sheϙ
spentϙ mostϙ ofϙ herϙ timeϙ outdoorsϙ skiingϠϙ mountainϙ bikingϠϙ andϙ backpackingϟϙ
Emilyϙ workedϙ atϙ theϙ localϙ summerϙ campϠϙ Campϙ Chiefϙ OurayϠϙ whereϙ sheϙ ledϙ
backpackingϙ tripsϙ forϙ teensϟϙSheϙalsoϙ ledϙ leadershipϙprogramsϙatϙCampϙChiefϙ
Ourayϙ whichϙ allowedϙ theϙ campersϙ toϙ betterϙ understandϙ andϙ developedϙ theirϙ
personalϙleadershipϙstylesϙandϙstrengthsϟϙEmilyϙreceivedϙaϙBachelorsϙofϙArtsϙinϙ
Philosophyϙ atϙ Whitmanϙ CollegeϠϙ Wallaϙ Wallaϙ Washingtonϟϙ Herϙ studiesϙ wereϙ
mainlyϙfocusedϙonϙethicsϙandϙsocietyϟϙDuringϙherϙtimeϙatϙWhitmanϠϙEmilyϙswamϙ
forϙherϙschoolЍsϙswimϙteamϠϙwasϙaϙResidentϙAssistantϠϙaϙwritingϙfellowϠϙandϙtheϙ
headϙlifeguardϟϙAfterϙgraduatingϙinϙMayϙ͑0͑͒ϠϙEmilyϙworkedϙinϙtheϙtastingϙroomϙ
atϙLongϙShadowsϙVineyardsϟϙ

DuringϙEmilyЍsϙtimeϙstudyingϙphilosophyϠϙsheϙnoticedϙaϙfrustratingϙdisconnectϙinϙ
Њlearningϙ aboutϙ aϙ worldЋϙ throughϙ readingϙ andϙ theoryϙ ratherϙ thanϙ throughϙ
interpersonalϙ relationshipsϙ withϙ theϙ peopleϯplacesϙ undergoingϙ theϙ diverseϙ
narrativesϙ sheϙ wasϙ studyingϟϙ Whileϙ Emilyϙ lovesϙ academicsϠϙ sheϙ wantedϙ toϙ
ЊlearnϙaboutϙaϙworldЋϙinϙaϙmoreϙhandsϙonϙandϙexperientialϙwayϟϙThisϙledϙEmilyϙtoϙ
theϙPeaceϙCorpsϠϙdueϙtoϙitsϙemphasisϙonϙcommunityϙintegrationϟϙEmilyϙwillϙbeϙaϙ
YouthϙandϙDevelopmentϙVolunteerϟϙSheϙwasϙdrawnϙtoϙthisϙsectorϙasϙsheϙhasϙaϙ
strongϙskillϙsetϙandϙpastϙinvolvementϙworkingϙwithϙyouthϟϙTheϙcrossϙsectionalityϙ
ofϙ thisϙ sectorϙ wasϙ alsoϙ appealingϙ toϙ herϠϙ asϙ itϙ allowsϙ forϙ theϙ potentialityϙ toϙ
collaborateϙwithϙandϙparticipateϙinϙaϙwiderϙvarietyϙofϙcommunityϙeventsϟϙ

InϙherϙfreeϙtimeϠϙEmilyϙenjoysϙartisticϙendeavorsϠϙfindingϙnewϙmusicϠϙtrackingϙtheϙ
moonϠϙpettingϙanyϙcatϙthatϙcrossesϙherϙpathϠϙandϙtalkingϙwithϙfriendsϟϙ
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James 
Whitmore
ThroughoutϙhisϙlifeϠϙJamesϙWhitmoreϙhasϙbeenϙdrivenϙbyϙaϙ
deepϙdesireϙtoϙserveϙandϙtoϙcreateϙaϙpositiveϙimpactϙinϙtheϙ
worldϟϙ Servingϙ asϙ aϙ volunteerϙ forϙ theϙ Peaceϙ Corpsϙ inϙ
Thailandϙ isϙ aϙ realizationϙ ofϙ thisϙ goalϠϙ andϙ forϙ himϙ
personallyϠϙ aϙ chanceϙ toϙ cultivateϙ aϙ characterϙ rootedϙ inϙ
beingϙanϙeffectiveϙtoolϙforϙchangeϟ

Uponϙ graduatingϙhighϙschoolϙ inϙ͑01͕Ϡϙ Jamesϙservedϙasϙaϙ
volunteerϙ missionaryϙ forϙ Theϙ Churchϙ ofϙ Jesusϙ Christϙ ofϙ
LatterϱDayϙ Saintsϟϙ Heϙ servedϙ inϙ theϙ Cebuϙ Philippinesϙ
MissionϠϙworkingϙacrossϙtwoϙislandsϙinϙtheϙVisayasϙregionϙ
andϙlivingϙinϙ͔ϙcommunitiesϙoverϙtheϙcourseϙofϙtwoϙyearsϟϙ
JamesЍϙ immersionϙ inϙ theϙ localϙ communitiesϠϙ languageϠϙ
andϙ cultureϙ ignitedϙ aϙ passionϙ forϙ crossϱculturalϙ learningϙ
andϙ internationalϙ serviceϟϙ Heϙ considersϙ itϙ theϙ Њhardestϙ
thingϙ heЍsϙ everϙ lovedϙ toϙ doЋϙ andϙ hasϙ letϙ thatϙ experienceϙ
defineϙhisϙfutureϙacademicϙandϙcareerϙaspirationsϟ

Jamesϙ returnedϙ toϙ theϙUnitedϙ Statesϙ inϙAugustϙ ͑01͗ϙandϙ
startedϙ collegeϙ aϙ weekϙ afterϙ returningϙ homeϟϙ Whileϙ firstϙ
attendingϙUtahϙValleyϙUniversityϙforϙaϙyearϠϙJamesϙexploredϙ
educationalϙpathsϙandϙopportunitiesϙthatϙheϙhopedϙwouldϙ
parallelϙwithϙhisϙdesireϙtoϙhaveϙaϙserviceϱorientedϙcareerϟϙ
ItϙwasnЍtϙuntilϙheϙtransferredϙtoϙBrighamϙYoungϙUniversityϙϳϙ
IdahoϠϙ toϙ beginϙ hisϙ secondϙ yearϙ inϙ schoolϠϙ thatϙ Jamesϙ
discoveredϙ anϙ appealingϙ educationalϙ courseϟϙ Jamesϙ
graduatedϙ inϙ Julyϙ ͑0͑͒ϙ withϙ aϙ Bachelorϙ ofϙ Artsϙ inϙ
Internationalϙ Studiesϙ andϙ Foreignϙ Policyϟϙ Thisϙ wasϙ theϙ
perfectϙ degreeϙ routeϙ forϙ JamesϠϙwithϙ classesϙ focusedϙonϙ
globalϙpoliticsϠϙlinguisticsϠϙandϙcrossϱculturalϙstudiesϟϙ

Oneϙofϙhisϙfavoriteϙcoursesϙwasϙaϙsemesterϙfocusedϙonϙ
studyingϙSoutheastϙAsiaϠϙwhereϙ Jamesϙhadϙhisϙfirstϙ inϱ
depthϙ educationalϙ experienceϙ withϙ countriesϙ inϙ theϙ
regionϠϙmostϙnotablyϠϙThailandϟ

Aϙ fewϙ monthsϙ beforeϙ graduationϠϙ Jamesϙ hadϙ aϙ bigϙ
decisionϙ toϙ makeϟϙ Wouldϙ heϙ applyϙ forϙ jobsϙ andϙ goϙ
straightϙintoϙworkϦϙWouldϙheϙstartϙaϙmasterДsϙprogramϦϙ
DidϙheϙneedϙtoϙapplyϙoutsideϙtheϙcountryϦ

Whileϙ consideringϙ theseϙ futureϙ opportunitiesϠϙ Jamesϙ
stumbledϙacrossϙ theϙPeaceϙCorpsϙwebsiteϟϙ Jamesϙhadϙ
neverϙ readϙ orϙ seenϙ anythingϙ aboutϙ theϙ Peaceϙ CorpsϠϙ
maybeϙhavingϙheardϙsomethingϙaboutϙ itϙ inϙpassingϟϙAsϙ
JamesϙreadϙmoreϙandϙmoreϙaboutϙtheϙworkϙofϙtheϙPeaceϙ
CorpsϠϙ heϙwasϙallϙ butϙ convincedϙ itϙwasϙ theϙ rightϙ fitϟϙ Itϙ
wasnЍtϙ anϙ easyϙ decisionϢϙ Jamesϙ talkedϙ itϙ overϙ withϙ
friendsϠϙleadersϠϙandϙfamilyϠϙweighingϙtheϙprosϙandϙconsϙ
ofϙ serviceϙ andϙ spendingϙ thatϙ timeϙ soϙ farϙ awayϙ fromϙ
homeϠϙ andϙ onceϙagainϙ asϙ aϙ volunteerϙ forϙ twoϙ yearsϟϙAϙ
fewϙ interviewsϙ andϙ applicationsϙ laterϠϙ Jamesϙ receivedϙ
hisϙ invitationϙ toϙ servedϠϙ andϙ readilyϙ acceptedϙ theϙ
invitationϙ toϙ serveϙ inϙ Thailandϟϙ Thailandϙ wasϙ theϙ onlyϙ
countryϙheϙappliedϙtoϠϙdrawnϙtoϙitϙheavilyϙbyϙhisϙinterestϙ
inϙSoutheastϙAsiaϙandϙaϙchanceϙtoϙlearnϙaboutϙandϙjoinϙ
anotherϙglobalϙcommunityϟ

BuildingϙonϙhisϙexperiencesϙandϙeducationϠϙJamesϙseesϙ
hisϙ serviceϙ inϙ theϙ Peaceϙ Corpsϙ asϙ anϙ opportunityϙ toϙ
contributeϙ toϙ sustainableϙ developmentϙ effortsϙ inϙ
Thailandϟϙ Heϙ isϙ excitedϙ toϙ immerseϙ himselfϙ inϙ Thaiϙ
cultureϠϙ learnϙ fromϙ theϙ communitiesϙ heϙ servesϠϙ andϙ
makeϙ aϙ meaningfulϙ impactϙ throughϙ serviceϙ andϙ
collaborationϟϙ Asϙ aϙ Youthϙ inϙ Developmentϙ volunteerϠϙ
Jamesϙ isϙ excitedϙ toϙ workϙ onϙ projectsϙ withϙ hisϙ postЍsϙ
localϙ governmentϙ toϙ educateϙ andϙ inspireϙ youthϟϙ Heϙ
wantsϙtoϙeffectivelyϙsupportϙtheϙcurrentϙprojectsϙofϙhisϙ
communityϠϙ whileϙ alsoϙ helpingϙ developϙ andϙ executeϙ
newϙ ideasϟϙ Jamesϙ hopesϙ thatϙ hisϙ workϙ willϙ helpϙ Thaiϙ
youthϙ imagineϙopportunitiesϙ andϙexploreϙ hobbiesϙ theyϙ
wouldnЍtϙ haveϙ initiallyϙ thoughtϙ ofϙ withoutϙ theϙ
implementationϙofϙThai
programsϙsupportedϙbyϙPeaceϙCorpsϟϙJamesϙhopesϙthatϙ
thisϙworkϙwillϙliveϙupϙtoϙtheϙprecedentϙsetϙbyϙtheϙoriginalϙ
PeaceϙCorpsϙsloganϠϙthatϙbeingϙЊTheϙToughestϙJobϙYouЍllϙ
EverϙLoveϟЋ

Jamesϙ grewϙ upϙ inϙ RedmondϠϙ WashingtonϠϙ thoughϙ heϠϙ
hisϙ parentsϠϙ andϙ siblingsϙ nowϙ callϙ DenverϠϙ Coloradoϙ
homeϟϙ Anϙ avidϙ outdoorsmanϠϙ Jamesϙ findsϙ solaceϙ andϙ
adventureϙinϙnatureϟϙJamesϙlovesϙtoϙcookϙandϙhopesϙtoϙ
masterϙsomeϙThaiϙdishesϙduringϙhisϙ timeϙhereϟϙHeϙ isϙaϙ
pianistϙ andϙ enjoysϙ listeningϙ toϙ andϙ learningϙ aboutϙ
musicϙ fromϙ manyϙ differentϙ countriesϙ andϙ culturesϟϙ
Jamesϙ isϙ excitedϙ toϙ integrateϙ intoϙ hisϙ Thaiϙ communityϠϙ
meetϙasϙmanyϙpeopleϙasϙpossibleϠϙandϙeventuallyϙgraspϙ
theϙ languageϙ inϙ aϙ mannerϙ thatϙ leadsϙ toϙ theϙ
developmentϙ ofϙ deepϙ andϙ lastingϙ friendshipsϟϙ Theϙ
Peaceϙ Corpsϙ embodiesϙ theϙ valuesϙ andϙ purposeϙ thatϙ
haveϙ drivenϙ himϠϙ andϙ heϙ isϙ gratefulϙ forϙ havingϙ beenϙ
invitedϙtoϙserveϙinϙThailandϟ
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Jiin Woo
Jiin was born in South Korea and moved to the United States with her parents 
in 2005. After first immigrating, JiinЍs mom signed her up for every summer 
camp available to her ranging from soccer camp to volunteer camp at an 
animal shelter. These were formative moments that not only helped Jiin to 
meet new friends and mentors in a new country but also to have fun and try 
out new things. During her college years studying neuroscience and 
comparative literature at Emory University, JiinЍs favorite summer job was 
working as a camp counselor and working with kids. After graduation, Jiin 
moved to Washington D.C. to work at a medical respite for the homeless as a 
clinical unit assistant. One of her coworkers was a RPCV who had served in 
South Korea in the 80Ѝs and encouraged her to apply to Peace Corps. Her old 
college roommate bestie was also applying to Peace Corps at the time and 
influenced Jiin to apply as well. Jiin was accepted into Peace Corps as a YinD 
volunteer in Thailand, and her roommate was accepted into Peace Corps in 
Panama. On March 7, the two had their first video call as Peace Corps trainees 
on opposite sides of the world!

In her free time, Jiin enjoys reading, journaling, and drawing, but very much 
struggles with consistency in all of the above. She brought a ton of watercolor 
painting and drawing materials from the States but is highly likely to bring 
most of them back to the States unused. Nevertheless, she is determined to 
be at least somewhat productive in creating art over the next 2 years.
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Kieraϙ Hurleyϙ isϙ fromϙ Orangeϙ CountyϠϙ Californiaϙ
andϙ isϙ theϙ oldestϙ sisterϙ ofϙ aϙ familyϙ ofϙ sixϟϙ Sheϙ
attendedϙ theϙ Universityϙ ofϙ Coloradoϙ Boulderϙ
fromϙ ͑01͘ϱ͑0͑͒ϟϙ Whileϙ thereϠϙ sheϙ majoredϙ inϙ
Businessϙ withϙ anϙ emphasisϙ inϙ Marketingϙ andϙ
Socialϙ Responsibilityϙ andϙ Ethicsϙ whileϙ alsoϙ
receivingϙ aϙ certificateϙ inϙGlobalϙ Businessϟϙ Kieraϙ
tookϙ onϙ aϙ multitudeϙ ofϙ projectsϙ duringϙ herϙ
educationϙ relatingϙ toϙ sustainabilityϠϙ ethicalϙ
productionϠϙ socialϙ impactϙmarketingϠϙ andϙeventϙ
planningϟϙOneϙofϙtheϙmostϙimpactfulϙclassesϙsheϙ
tookϙwasϙЌBusinessϙSolutionsϙforϙtheϙDevelopingϙ
WorldЍϙ whichϙ isϙ howϙ sheϙ becameϙ interestedϙ inϙ
workingϙforϙtheϙPeaceϙCorpsϟϙTheϙcourseϙdelvedϙ
intoϙ howϙ businessesϙ ϼforϱprofitϠϙ socialϙ
businessesϠϙNGOsϠϙetcϟϽϙcanϙmeetϙ theϙneedsϙofϙ
thoseϙ inϙ developingϙ countriesϙ andϙ operateϙ
sustainablyϟϙSheϙknewϙifϙsheϙwantedϙtoϙdoϙworkϙ
inϙthisϙrealmϠϙsheϙneededϙtoϙgainϙonϙtheϙgroundϙ
experienceϙlivingϙandϙworkingϙwithϙlocalsϟϙ

Kieraϙ joinedϙ theϙ Peaceϙ Corpsϙ becauseϙ sheϙ
wantedϙ toϙ helpϙ empowerϙ youthϠϙ exploreϙ andϙ
embraceϙ aϙ newϙ cultureϠϙ andϙ participateϙ inϙ aϙ
culturalϙ exchangeϙ thatϙ leftϙ aϙ positiveϙ impactϙ onϙ
bothϙcountriesϟϙMostϙrecentlyϠϙsheϙhasϙbeenϙϱ

ϱinvolvedϙ inϙ theϙbusinessϙ spaceϙbutϙ hasϙalwaysϙ
hadϙaϙpassionϙforϙworkingϙwithϙyouthϟϙSheϙalwaysϙ
foundϙthisϙworkϙtoϙbeϙtheϙmostϙrewardingϙwhichϙ
isϙ whyϙ sheϙ joinedϙ theϙ Youthϙ inϙ Developmentϙ
sectorϟϙKieraϙhasϙhelpedϙteachϙvolleyballϙcampsϠϙ
hasϙbeenϙinvolvedϙinϙyouthϙmentoringϙprogramsϠϙ
andϙ volunteeredϙ atϙ aϙ summerϙ campϟϙ Teachingϙ
sportsϙ suchϙ asϙ volleyballϙ helpsϙ toϙ teachϙ youthϙ
lessonsϙofϙteamworkϙandϙhardϙworkϟϙKieraϙlovedϙ
beingϙaϙcoachϙbecauseϙsheϙwasϙableϙtoϙseeϙtheϙ
progressϙ dayϙ byϙ dayϙ ofϙ theϙ kidsϙ improvingϙ onϙ
theirϙskillsϟϙBeingϙaϙmentorϙprovidedϙherϙwithϙtheϙ
opportunityϙtoϙhelpϙyouthϙoneϱonϱoneϙandϙdelveϙ
intoϙissuesϙthatϙareϙnotϙasϙeasilyϙaddressedϙinϙaϙ
groupϙ settingϟϙ Beingϙ aϙ volunteerϙ atϙ aϙ summerϙ
campϙhelpedϙherϙ learnϙtoϙ letϙgoϙofϙexpectationsϙ
andϙ focusϙonϙmakingϙsureϙ theϙkidsϙhadϙ funϙandϙ
feltϙ supportedϟϙ Throughϙ theϙ YinDϙ sectorϙ Kieraϙ
hopesϙ toϙ beϙ aϙ roleϙmodelϙ forϙ theϙ youthϙ andϙ allϙ
communityϙ membersϙ sheϙ comesϙ intoϙ contactϙ
withϟ

Theϙmostϙ relevantϙ andϙ impactfulϙ workϙ sheϙwasϙ
involvedϙ inϙ duringϙ collegeϙ wasϙ aϙ wildlifeϙ
conservationϙ clubϙ sheϙ startedϙ onϙ campusϙ thatϙ
workedϙ toϙ raiseϙ fundsϙ andϙ awarenessϙ forϙ
endangeredϙ speciesϟϙ Sheϙ recruitedϙ eightϙ
studentsϙ toϙ workϙ alongsideϙ herϙ toϙ createϙ
communityϙ eventsϠϙ attendϙ educationalϙ
meetingsϠϙandϙcollaborateϙwithϙotherϙonϱcampusϙ
clubsϟϙ Throughϙ thisϙ clubϙ sheϙ gainedϙ experienceϙ
teachingϙclimateϙeducationϠϙeventϙplanningϠϙandϙ
findingϙ partnershipsϙ inϙ herϙ communityϟϙ Kieraϙ
hopesϙtoϙuseϙtheseϙskillsϙtoϙhelpϙcoϱfacilitateϙorϙ
startϙ aϙ clubϙ atϙ herϙ schoolϟϙ Alongϙwithϙ thisϠϙ sheϙ
hopesϙ toϙ bringϙ wildlifeϙ conservationϙ underϙ theϙ
umbrellaϙ ofϙ climateϙ educationϙ intoϙ theϙ
classroomϟϙSheϙbelievesϙtheϙyouthϙareϙourϙfutureϙ
andϙ inϙ orderϙ toϙ createϙ aϙ moreϙ equitableϙ worldϙ
theyϙ needϙ toϙ haveϙ theϙ skillsϙ andϙ confidenceϙ toϙ
contributeϙ toϙ theirϙ communitiesϙ inϙ turnϙ
contributingϙtoϙtheϙlivingϙworldϟϙ

InϙherϙcommunityϙinϙCaliforniaϠϙKieraϙhasϙhelpedϙ
toϙleadϙbeachϙcleanupsϙandϙvolunteeredϙatϙlocalϙ
homelessϙ sheltersϟϙ Someϙ ofϙ herϙ interestsϙ andϙ
hobbiesϙ includeϙ hikingϠϙ swimmingϠϙ listeningϙ toϙ
musicϠϙ travelingϠϙyogaϠϙcreatingϙartϙandϙ readingϟϙ
Sheϙ isϙ gratefulϙ toϙ getϙ toϙ workϙ inϙ ThailandϠϙ
alongsideϙ ThaisϠϙ toϙ promoteϙ worldϙ peaceϙ andϙ
friendshipϟ

Kiera Hurley
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Originally from Des, Moines, Iowa; Mack has 
spent the last five years in Washington, DC. She 
graduated from the George Washington 
University in Spring 2023 with a bachelorЍs 
degree in International Affairs, a concentration 
in Conflict Resolution, and a minor in Political 
Science. Mack has wanted to be a Peace Corps 
Volunteer since she was around ten years old. 
Motivated by a desire to immerse herself in new 
cultures, Mack's journey began with a 
conversation with her mother's best friend, a 
former Peace Corps Volunteer in Bangladesh; 
and her great uncle, also a returned Peace 
Corps Volunteer in Botswana. Along with her 
personal ties to Peace Corps, her academic 
pursuits have provided Mack with a strong 
foundation in global affairs. Prior to Peace 
Corps, Mack was working at World Learning Inc. 
in DC. There, she worked on a project for the Fall 
2023 Professional Fellows Congress, which 
brought professionals from all around the world, 
together to exchange about their experiences in 
working in the Unites States. Working with World 
Learning Inc. solidified her goals to continue 
working in international education and affairs.

Inϙ additionϙ toϙ herϙ academicϙ andϙ professionalϙ
experiencesϠϙ MackДsϙ commitmentϙ toϙ serviceϙ isϙ
deeplyϙ rootedϟϙ Fromϙ volunteeringϙ inϙ herϙ
communityϙ backϙ homeϠϙ toϙ servingϙ asϙ theϙ
LGBTQѭϙChairϙ forϙ KappaϙDeltaϙ SororityДsϙ Sigmaϙ
Muϙ ChapterϠϙ sheϙ hasϙ consistentlyϙ fosteredϙ
inclusivityϙ andϙ positiveϙ changeϟϙ Sheϙ isϙ
particularlyϙ lookingϙ forwardϙ toϙ workingϙ withϙ
youthϙ toϙ encourageϙ civicϙ engagementϙ withinϙ
theirϙ communityϟϙ MackЍsϙ profoundϙ passionϙ forϙ
fosteringϙ positiveϙ changeϙ atϙ bothϙ localϙ andϙ
globalϙ levelsϙ haveϙ thusϠϙ ledϙ herϙ toϙ settingϙ herϙ
sightsϙ onϙ workingϙ withϙ theϙ Peaceϙ Corpsϟϙ Herϙ
desireϙtoϙserveϙcommunitiesϙ isϙdeeplyϙrootedϙ inϙ
aϙ beliefϙ thatϙ sustainableϙ developmentϙ requiresϙ
empathyϠϙculturalϙunderstandingϠϙandϙhandsϱonϙ
collaborationϟϙMackϙ seesϙ theϙPeaceϙCorpsϙasϙaϙ
platformϙ toϙ applyϙ herϙ skillsϙ andϙ knowledgeϙ
directlyϙ inϙ theϙ fieldϠϙ whereϙ sheϙ canϙ makeϙ aϙ
tangibleϙ impactϙ onϙ theϙ livesϙ ofϙ individualsϙ andϙ
communitiesϟϙ AdditionallyϠϙ sheϙ acknowledgesϙ
thatϙ thisϙ opportunityϙ isϙ notϙ justϙ asϙ aϙ chanceϙ toϙ
serveϙ communitiesϙ abroadϙ butϙ alsoϙ isϙ aϙ
transformativeϠϙ introspectiveϠϙ selfϙ journeyϠϙ aϙ
chanceϙtoϙcontributeϙmeaningfullyϙtoϙtheϙworldϠϙ
andϙaϙsubtleϙtributeϙtoϙherϙyoungerϙselfϟ

Mackenzie 
Devoto
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Mae Garland was born and raised in Chicago, 
Illinois. Upon graduating high school, she moved 
to Southern California where she studied 
Psychology and Environmental Analysis at Pitzer 
College. She graduated in December of 2022, 
and began conducting research for the Office of 
Advancement at Pitzer College. Simultaneously, 
she worked as a ski lift operator at Mount Baldy 
in San Bernardino, California. During the 
summer prior to departing for Thailand, Mae led 
groups of children on backpacking trips 
throughout Yosemite National Park.

Mae chose to serve in the Peace Corps because 
she hopes to leave a positive impact on the 
earth and believes that the Peace Corps creates 
the perfect opportunity to consciously serve a 
community while experiencing a new location. 
She feels grateful to be given the opportunity to 
serve the people of Thailand. She looks forward 
to learning a new language, working with 
children, and bringing all she has learned back 
to the United States. 

Someϙ ofϙ MaeЍsϙ experienceϙ isϙ asϙ followsϟϙ Uponϙ
graduatingϙ highϙ schoolϠϙ Maeϙ spentϙ oneϙ monthϙ
onϙ anϙ Israeliϙ armyϙ baseϙ whereϙ sheϙ workedϙ toϙ
understandϙ theϙ deepϱseatedϙ ethnicϙ tensionϙ
presentϙ inϙ theϙ Middleϙ Eastϟϙ NextϠϙ sheϙ
volunteeredϙ onϙ aϙ farmϙ forϙ twoϙ monthsϙ inϙ
Southernϙ Californiaϟϙ Duringϙ theϙ Coronaϙ Virusϙ
shutϙ downϠϙ Maeϙ tookϙ aϙ gapϙ yearϙ inϙ whichϙ sheϙ
exploredϙ theϙ elevenϙ Westernϙ mostϙ statesϙ inϙ aϙ
camperϙ vanϠϙ workedϙ atϙ aϙ juiceϙ barϙ inϙ ChicagoϠϙ
andϙ taughtϙ atϙ anϙ outdoorϙ educatorϙ centerϙ inϙ
Steamboatϙ SpringsϠϙ Coloradoϟϙ Duringϙ collegeϠϙ
Maeϙ servedϙ aϙ residentϙ assistantϠϙmentalϙ healthϙ
andϙ wellnessϙ advocateϙ andϙ aϙ mentorϙ forϙ theϙ
ChildrenϙYouthϙandϙFamilyϙCollaborativeϟϙDuringϙ
theϙ summerϙ ofϙ ͑0͑͑Ϡϙ Maeϙ livedϙ inϙ Islaϙ VistaϠϙ
Californiaϟϙ Sheϙworkedϙ asϙ aϙ residentϙ counselorϙ
forϙaϙsummerϙschoolϙcampϙandϙaϙcoordinatorϙforϙ
aϙ compostϙ collectiveϟϙ Inϙ herϙ freeϙ timeϠϙ Maeϙ isϙ
fondϙ ofϙ readingϠϙ yogaϠϙ artϠϙ rockϙ andϙ rollϙ musicϠϙ
andϙ hikingϟϙ Sheϙ isϙ aϙ lifelongϙ vegetarianϙ andϙ
enjoysϙ spendingϙ timeϙ outdoorsϙ withϙ animalsϙ
wheneverϙpossibleϟϙ

Mae Garland
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Melena Vanderford is originally from Wyoming 
but moved around quite a bit growing up. 
Although many people have speculated that this 
might have been a very unpleasant 
circumstance during childhood, Melena really 
enjoyed it. Leaving her friends was always 
difficult, but she got the opportunity to  
experience the cultures of many different states, 
including: California, Oregon, Colorado, and 
Tennessee. With each move she was able to 
develop skills in social networking, adaptability, 
emotional agility, and self reflection.  Even 
though aspects of moving may have been hard, 
she had her family as her rock. Melena lived with 
her mother, father, and sister until she began 
her studies at Adams State University in 
Alamosa, Colorado where she received her 
bachelor's degree in clinical psychology. 

While working towards her undergraduate 
degree, she developed experience in a variety of 
areas including research and data analysis; 
reviewing, editing, and writing academic papers; 
working with and building relationships with 
individuals of all ages, being in various 
leadership positions, maintaining multiple 
responsibilities and roles at a time. 

Someϙofϙtheϙmoreϙspecificϙexperiencesϙthatϙsheϙ
hasϙ hadϙ relatingϙ toϙ herϙ expertiseϙ isϙ herϙ workϙ
promotingϙwellϱbeingϙviaϙanϙonlineϙmentalϙhealthϙ
platformϙcalledϙVisionϙ JournalingϟϙSheϙhasϙbeenϙ
helpingϙ herϙ familyϙ designϠϙ kickstartϠϙ runϠϙ andϙ
redesignϙthisϙmentalϙhealthϙtoolϙsinceϙsheϙwasϙinϙ
highϙ schoolϟϙ Withinϙ thisϙ platformϙ sheϙ aidsϙ
individualsϙ inϙ developingϙ visionsϯgoalsϙ forϙ theirϙ
livesϙandϙcreateϙhealthyϙpracticesϙsuchϙasϙdailyϙ
gratitudeϠϙ intentionϙ settingϠϙ connectingϙ toϙ
natureϠϙforgivenessϠϙandϙmoreϟϙSheϙhasϙnotϙonlyϙ
beenϙ aϙ facilitatorϙ forϙ thisϙ programϙ butϙ hasϙ alsoϙ
conductedϙ severalϙ studiesϙ relatedϙ toϙ theϙ
programДsϙeffectivenessϟϙ

AdditionallyϠϙ sheϙ hasϙ takenϙ partϙ inϙ researchϙ
whichϙ aimsϙ wereϙ toϙ determineϙ theϙ effectsϙ ofϙ
exerciseϙ onϙ wellϱbeingϢϙ whileϙ duallyϙ teachingϙ
youthϙaboutϙtheϙimportantϙroleϙthatϙexerciseϙhasϙ
inϙ wellϱbeingϢϙ andϙ promotingϙ aϙ strongϙ
appreciationϙ forϙ selfϙ throughϙ theϙ practiceϙ ofϙ
positiveϙ affirmationsϟϙ Inϙ lineϙwithϙ servingϙ youthϠϙ
sheϙalsoϙservedϙasϙaϙmentorϙforϙyouthϙtakingϙonϙaϙ
ЊlearningϙchallengeЋϙviaϙaϙnonprofitϙcalledϙЊGripϙ
tapeϟЋϙ Duringϙ youthsϙ Њlearningϙ challengeϠϙ theyϙ
wouldϙ beϙ fundedϙ withϙ upϙ toϙ ͔00ϙ UϟSϙ dollarsϙ toϙ
helpϙ themϙ pursueϙ andϙ learnϙ aboutϙ anϙ interestϙ
theyϙhadϙforϙaϙdurationϙofϙweeksϟϙTheϙmainϙgoalsϙ
ofϙ theϙ projectϙ isϙ toϙ helpϙ developϙ theirϙ abilityϙ toϙ
directϙ theirϙ ownϙ learningϠϙ thinkϙ criticallyϠϙ
problemϙsolveϠϙandϙselfϙreflectϟ

Whenϙ itϙ comesϙ toϙMelenaДsϙ rationaleϙ forϙ joiningϙ
Peaceϙ CorpsϠϙ thereϙ areϙ manyϙ answersϟϙ Wellϙ
beforeϙ MelenaЍsϙ projectedϙ graduationϠϙ sheϙ hadϙ
alreadyϙ beenϙ lookingϙ intoϙ programsϙ thatϙ wouldϙ
allowϙ herϙ toϙ travelϙ toϙ otherϙ partsϙ ofϙ theϙ worldϠϙ
particularlyϙAsiaϠϙwhileϙservingϙothersϙalongϙ theϙ
wayϟϙAtϙsomeϙpointϙduringϙthisϙsearchϠϙsheϙcameϙ
acrossϙ theϙ Peaceϙ corpsϙ andϙ itϙ fitϙ allϙ herϙ
checkboxesϟϙMelenaϙwantedϙ toϙ travelϠϙ immerseϙ
intoϙ aϙ foreignϙ cultureϠϙ challengeϙ herselfϠϙ serveϙ
othersϠϙ andϙ gainϙ perspectiveϙ allϙ theϙ whileϙ
promotingϙ aϙ moreϙ matureϠϙ capableϠϙ
understandingϠϙ andϙ skilledϙ versionϙ ofϙ herselfϟϙ
Melenaϙisϙimmenselyϙgratefulϙforϙtheϙopportunityϙ
toϙserveϙasϙaϙPeaceϙcorpsϙvolunteerϟϙSheϙisϙeagerϙ
toϙlearnϙallϙtheϙlessonsϙsheϙcanϙfromϙtheϙpeopleϙ
ofϙThailandϙasϙwellϙasϙseeϙinϙwhatϙwaysϙsheϙcanϙ
beϙmostϙimpactfulϙwithϙtheϙtimeϙsheϙhasϙhereϟ

Melena 
Vanderford
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MiaϙBuffingtonϙisϙaϙ͑͒ϱyearϱoldϙwomanϙbornϙandϙ
raisedϙinϙFortϙWorthϠϙTexasϠϙUSAϟϙSheϙlivedϙinϙFortϙ
Worthϙwithϙherϙparentsϙandϙ͑ϙbrothersϙuntilϙ sheϙ
wasϙ 1͗ϙ yearsϙ oldϙ whenϙ sheϙ attendedϙ theϙ
Universityϙ ofϙ Texasϙ atϙ Austinϙ toϙ receiveϙ herϙ
BachelorϙofϙScienceϙinϙHumanϙDevelopmentϙandϙ
Familyϙ Sciencesϙ inϙ AustinϠϙ TexasϠϙ USAϟϙ Whileϙ
workingϙ towardsϙherϙundergraduateϙdegreeϠϙsheϙ
gainedϙ experienceϙ inϙ aϙ wideϙ varietyϙ ofϙ differentϙ
fieldsϙthatϙallϙhadϙoneϙthingϙinϙcommonϡϙworkingϙ
withϙtheϙyouthϙcommunityϟϙOneϙofϙherϙmainϙrolesϙ
wasϙherϙassistanceϙinϙresearchϙonϙtheϙimpactϙofϙ
nutritionϙ onϙ earlyϙ childhoodϙ cognitiveϙ andϙ
emotionalϙdevelopmentϙwhereϙsheϙsupportedϙinϱ
personϙandϙonlineϙ familyϙcollaborationϙvisitsϙ forϙ
childϙdevelopmentϙevaluationϟϙAnotherϙ roleϙsheϙ
maintainedϙ wasϙ asϙ aϙ medicalϙ assistantϙ forϙ aϙ
pediatricϙclinicϟϙHereϙsheϙexecutedϙclinicalϙskillsϙ
rangingϙ fromϙ butϙ notϙ limitedϙ toϙ patientϙ vitalsϠϙ
schedulingϠϙ vaccinationsϠϙ venipuncturesϠϙ
newbornϙmetabolicϙ screeningϠϙ bilirubinϙ checksϠϙ
earϙ canalϙ irrigationϠϙ nebulizerϙ treatmentsϠϙ
urinalysisϠϙ administeringϙ medicationsϠϙ
performingϙ completeϙ bloodϙ countsϠϙ testingϙ forϙ
Influenzaϙ ϯϙ Monospotϙ ϯϙ RSVϙ ϯϙ Strepϙ throatϙ ϯϙ
COVIDϱ1͘ϟϙ Sheϙ alsoϙ conductedϙmedicalϙ adviceϙ
andϙpatientϙ labϙresultϙphoneϙconsultationsϟϙSheϙ
isϙ hopingϙ toϙ useϙ someϙ ofϙ theϙ valuableϙ
informationϙsheϙlearnedϙworkingϙ inϙthisϙclinicϙatϙ
herϙfutureϙPeaceϙCorpsϙsiteϟ

Mia also has surgical shadowing and 
observation experience, as well as roles in 
volunteering and community involvement. She 
was a member of a nonprofit organization titled 
Project Yellow where she educated elementary 
school students about mental health using 
lesson plans, activities, and discussions. This 
program was a large reason why she applied to 
be a Youth in Development volunteer, as she felt 
that their missions and roles aligned. 
Throughout her college experience, Mia also 
volunteered twice a week at a breast milk clinic 
in Austin repackaging donated breastmilk and 
organizing hospital records and clinical 
supplies. Assisting mothers and families who 
wanted help has always been a passion of MiaЍsϠ 
and she hopes to carry on this supporting role 
throughout her Peace Corps experience. Along 
with her work experience and courses that 
corresponded to her degree, she has also 
completed a wide variety of science and social 
science courses such as Biology, Chemistry, 
Physics, Organic Chemistry, Racial and Ethnic 
Relations, Gender and Sexuality, and Ethics 
Across Life. Science has been an interest of 
MiaЍs since before she can remember, and she 
is looking forward to integrating science topics 
into her future lesson plans.

MiaЍs reasons for wanting to be a Peace Corps 
volunteer are to educate and instill confidence 
in the children while providing herself with 
lifelong leadership skills. She wishes to serve 
the Thai community and immerse herself in their 
culture, to ultimately earn their trust and 
respect. She is excited about the cultural 
exchange opportunity that the Peace Corps 
provides and realizes that it is a privilege that 
many individuals will not get the chance to 
experience. She hopes that her past exposure to 
working with children from different 
backgrounds will help her in her commitment to 
supporting a deserving community and creating 
a lasting impact on herself and others.

Mia 
Buffington
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Michaelϙ Swerdlowϙ isϙ fromϙ CumberlandϠϙ Rhodeϙ
IslandϟϙϙHeϙgraduatedϙfromϙtheϙUniversityϙofϙNewϙ
HavenϙinϙConnecticutϙwithϙaϙBachelorϙofϙArtsϙ inϙ
Psychologyϙ andϙ hasϙ minorsϙ inϙ Biologyϙ andϙ
Sociologyϟϙ ϙ Heϙ isϙ interestedϙ inϙ applyingϙ
psychologicalϙ principlesϙ toϙ improvingϙ peopleЍsϙ
qualityϙofϙlifeϟϙϙMichaelϙhasϙworkedϙwithϙyouthϙforϙ
hisϙentireϙprofessionalϙcareerϟϙϙHeϙbeganϙworkingϙ
asϙ aϙCampϙCounselorϙ atϙ hisϙ localϙ YMCAϟϙ ϙ Asϙ aϙ
campϙcounselorϠϙheϙledϙaϙgroupϙofϙaboutϙ͔͑ϙkidsϙ
throughϙ sportsϠϙ swimϠϙ artϠϙ andϙ variousϙ otherϙ
activitiesϟϙ ϙ Michaelϙ thenϙ becameϙ aϙ Youthϙ
Advocateϙ whereϙ heϙ assistedϙ youthϙ prepareϙ forϙ
independentϙlivingϙandϙreachϙtheirϙownϙpersonalϙ
goalsϟϙ ϙ Asϙ aϙ Youthϙ AdvocateϠϙ Michaelϙ workedϙ
withϙ olderϙ youthϙ andϙ workedϙ toϙ developϙ aϙ safeϙ
andϙ effectiveϙ programϙ forϙ adolescentϙ youthϟϙϙ
MichaelЍsϙ passionϙ isϙ inϙ workingϙ inϙ youthϙ
developmentϙ toϙ promoteϙ aϙ sustainableϙ futureϟϙϙ
Hisϙ expertiseϙ inϙ programϙ developmentϙ andϙ
workingϙ interpersonallyϙ withϙ youthϙ andϙ youthϙ
serviceϙprovidersϟ

Michael joined the Peace Corps because it 
supported his goals.  The Peace Corps mission 
of promoting friendship and world peace spoke 
to him.  He loved the idea of traveling to another 
country and working alongside a counterpart.  
He is very interested in learning about other 
cultures to broaden his world view.  Michael 
believes through cultural understanding of two 
countriesЍ cultures promotes world peace and 
friendship. For these reasons, Michael became 
interested in joining the Peace Corps.  He 
believed his experience in working with youth 
matched the Youth in Development center and 
thought being immersed in a new culture would 
enrich his own life along with the world around 
him. 

Michael enjoys spending quality time with family 
and friends.  He has a love of travel and 
experiencing beautiful scenery.  Hiking in the 
mountains and sight seeing are some of the 
traveling he enjoys.  He also enjoys watching 
and playing sports for fun and the life skills that 
it naturally teaches.  Basketball is one of his 
favorite sports, but he enjoys all sports.  He also 
enjoys listening and playing music.   Lastly, 
Michael loves animals and dogs are his favorite 
animals. 

Michael Swerdlow
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MikeϙisϙfromϙPortlandϠϙORϟϙHeϙwentϙtoϙcollegeϙinϙSouthernϙCaliforniaϟϙAfterϙ
collegeϙ Mikeϙ wasϙ aϙ Peaceϙ Corpsϙ Volunteerϙ inϙ Armeniaϙ VillageϠϙ Belizeϙ
ϼ͑00͕ϱ͑00͗Ͻϟϙ

PostϙPeaceϙCorpsϙMikeϙreceivedϙhisϙMBAϙandϙthenϙbeganϙhisϙcareerϙasϙaϙ
DirectorϙofϙRacquetϙSportsϙatϙdifferentϙCountryϙClubsϙinϙCaliforniaϟϙ

Throughoutϙ hisϙ lifeϙ Mikeϙ hasϙ enjoyedϙ volunteeringϟϙ Duringϙ CoϱVidϙ heϙ
volunteeredϙwithϙCatholicϙCharitiesϟϙPriorϙtoϙCoϱvidϙheϙvolunteeredϙforϙtheϙ
Redϙ Crossϙ afterϙ Hurricaneϙ KatrinaϠϙ Portlandϙ Afterϙ Schoolϙ Tennisϙ andϙ
EducationϙϼPASTЭEϽϠϙandϙcountlessϙotherϙorganizationsϟϙ

MikeϙdecidedϙtoϙreϱjoinϙtheϙPeaceϙCorpsϙinϙtheϙhopesϙofϙchangingϙcareersϙ
toϙ Internationalϙ Developmentϟϙ Mikeϙ lovesϙ livingϙ abroadϠϙ seeingϙ naturalϙ
beautyϠϙlearningϙaboutϙnewϙculturesϠϙandϙdevelopmentϟ

MikesϙpersonalϙinterestsϙincludeϙpersonalϙdevelopmentϴhealthϠϙfitnessϠϙ
dietϠϙ investingϠϙ andϙ personalϙ financeϟϙ Heϙ alsoϙ enjoysϙ trailϙ runningϙ andϙ
ridingϙmotorcyclesϟϙ

HeϙisϙthrilledϙtoϙbeϙservingϙinϙPeaceϙCorpsϙThailandϤϙHeϙisϙgratefulϙforϙthisϙ
amazingϙopportunityϤ

Michael Thoeresz
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Shaunte Ekpo-Otu was born in Newark, NJ and raised in Dudley; a small town in NC. 
She received her B.S. in Biology and Psychology and her Masters in Immunology. Since 
childhood she has always been very energetic, ready to help, and ready to learn. In 
grade school when she wasn't outside playing with friends or playing video games, she 
was helping her friends and peers with various school subjects. She has always had a 
passion for working with and helping others and has participated in many volunteer 
projects and volunteer organization memberships throughout university and graduate 
school.
    
 These projects have ranged from picking up trash on the beach, to bringing gifts to 
and spending time with children in the hospital. In graduate school she also co-
presided over a student-led initiative to improve the lives of people in local 
impoverished neighborhoods. Because of this she is well versed in brainstorming how 
to best make a real and lasting impact in the lives of those that need it, finding 
vendors/business partners that share a similar vision and want to help, as well as 
organizing and planning events and fundraisers. Once it came time to choose a 
career, she chose healthcare because she was very aware of the disparities that exist 
in her own country and wanted to dedicate herself to making a difference where she 
could.
     
Shaunte is also passionate about the environment and is excited for the possibility to 
integrate awareness and sustainability projects both during her time in the Peace 
Corps and thereafter. Her passions include the beach, pancakes, video games, crafts, 
mental/physical well being, STEM, and her friends and family (and K Dramas). She 
hopes that she can bring a ray of sunshine and the most positive impact she can to the 
youth of Thailand and their communities over the next 2 years.

Shaunte Ekpo-Otu
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Tammyϙ ЊTJЋϙ Norrisϙ isϙ ͕͒ϙ yearsϙ oldϙ andϙ
wasϙbornϙinϙtheϙsmallϙtownϙofϙStϟϙJosephϠϙ
MOϟϙ Sheϙ isϙ marriedϙ toϙ herϙ husbandϙ
Kennethϙ whomϙ sheϙ metϙ andϙ marriedϙ
whileϙ livingϙ inϙ PortlandϠϙ ORϟϙ Theyϙ haveϙ
beenϙ happilyϙ marriedϙ forϙ ͒0ϙ yearsϙ andϙ
haveϙnoϙchildrenϟϙTJϙandϙKenϙareϙservingϙ
togetherϙasϙaϙcoupleϙinϙtheϙPeaceϙCorpsϟϙ
Sheϙalsoϙhasϙanϙolderϙsisterϙ livingϙ inϙStϟϙ
JosephϠϙMOϙandϙanϙolderϙ sisterϙ livingϙ inϙ
PortlandϠϙORϟ

AsϙaϙchildϙgrowingϙupϙinϙMissouriϠϙoneϙofϙ
herϙfavoriteϙmealsϙwasϙfriedϙchickenϙandϙ
watermelonϟϙ Sheϙ wasϙ surprisedϙ toϙ findϙ
herϙhostϙfamilyϙservesϙthisϙmealϙasϙwellϟϙ
Thisϙ isϙ justϙ oneϙ smallϙ exampleϙ sheЍsϙ
alreadyϙ foundϙ thatϙ peopleϙ areϙ similarϙ
aroundϙtheϙglobeϟ

TJϙ receivedϙ herϙ Bachelorϙ ofϙ Scienceϙ inϙ
BusinessϙAdministrationϙwithϙaϙmajorϙ inϙ
AccountingϙfromϙMissouriϙWesternϙStateϙ
Universityϙ inϙ Stϟϙ JosephϠϙ MOϟϙ Sheϙ
graduatedϙinϙ1͗͑͘ϟ

Tammy Norris

AfterϙcollegeϠϙsheϙmovedϙfromϙhomeϙandϙ
spentϙ herϙ careerϙ workingϙ asϙ anϙ
accountantϙ forϙ variousϙ manufacturingϙ
companiesϙinϙtheϙUnitedϙStatesϟϙSheϙhasϙ
livedϙ andϙ workedϙ inϙ KansasϠϙ CaliforniaϠϙ
OregonϠϙ PennsylvaniaϠϙ MassachusettsϠϙ
VermontϙandϙMichiganϟϙHerϙlastϙpositionϙ
wasϙ asϙ aϙ Financialϙ Controllerϙ forϙ anϙ
internationalϙ companyϙ manufacturingϙ
airϙconditioningϙandϙfurnaceϙsuppliesϙforϙ
homesϠϙ schoolsϠϙ hospitalsϙ andϙ
businessesϟ

Asϙ aϙ bridgeϙ betweenϙ workingϙ andϙ
retirementϠϙTJϙandϙherϙhusbandϙdecidedϙ
toϙ joinϙtheϙPeaceϙCorpsϟϙTheyϙhaveϙbothϙ
routinelyϙ volunteeredϙ theirϙ timeϟϙ Theyϙ
andϙareϙexcitedϙtoϙteachϙEnglishϙandϙlifeϙ
skillsϙ toϙ studentsϙ inϙ anotherϙ countryϙ onϙ
fullϙtimeϙbasisϟϙInϙadditionϠϙTJϙisϙeagerϙtoϙ
giveϙ Thaiϙ peopleϙ aϙ viewϙ ofϙ Americansϙ
thatϙ theyϙ wouldϙ notϙ seeϙ otherwiseϟϙ
MentoringϙisϙimportantϙtoϙherϠϙandϙPeaceϙ
Corpsϙisϙaϙgreatϙopportunityϙtoϙreachϙoutϙ
toϙ theϙ youthϙ inϙ herϙ communityϟϙ TJϙ isϙ
excitedϙ toϙ liveϙ inϙ aϙ newϙ cultureϙ andϙ toϙ
learnϙaϙsecondϙlanguageϟ

TJϙ isϙ alsoϙ anϙ advocateϙ forϙ physicalϙ
activityϙ andϙ aϙ healthyϙ lifestyleϟϙ Sheϙ isϙ
openϙ toϙ sharingϙ herϙ knowledgeϙ andϙ beϙ
anϙ exampleϙ toϙ thoseϙ aroundϙ herϟϙ Thisϙ
includesϙ talkingϙ aboutϙ theϙ benefitsϙ ofϙ
regularϙexerciseϙandϙaϙbalancedϙdietϟϙ

Sheϙisϙalsoϙparticularlyϙpassionateϙaboutϙ
gardeningϙ andϙ environmentalϙ relatedϙ
issuesϟϙ TJϙ isϙ interestedϙ inϙ workingϙ withϙ
peopleϙ toϙ understandϙ theϙ effectsϙ ofϙ theϙ
changingϙ climateϙ inϙ theϙ worldϙ aroundϙ
themϙ andϙ waysϙ theϙ wholeϙ communityϙ
canϙ helpϙ withϙ thoseϙ issuesϟϙ Engagingϙ
studentsϙ toϙ assessϙ andϙ improveϙ
recyclingϙprogramsϙandϙencouragingϙ artϙ
projectsϙ madeϙ fromϙ recycledϙ itemsϙ areϙ
bothϙwaysϙtoϙmakeϙanϙimpactϟ

TJЍsϙgreatestϙjoyϙwillϙbeϙassistingϙwithϙtheϙ
youthϙ andϙ theϙ communityϙ toϙ findϙ waysϙ
theyϙwantϙ toϙ improveϙ theϙ worldϙ aroundϙ
themϟ
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AndyДsϙ journeyϙ beganϙ inϙ FlushingϠϙ Newϙ
YorkϠϙbeforeϙheϙtransitionedϙtoϙtheϙPoconosϙ
inϙ Pennsylvaniaϙ forϙ highϙ schoolϙ andϙ laterϙ
pursuedϙhisϙeducationϙatϙLehighϙUniversityϟϙ
DuringϙhisϙtimeϙatϙLehighϠϙwhereϙheϙservedϙ
asϙ theϙ viceϙpresidentϙofϙ theϙclassϙofϙ͑01͘Ϡϙ
heϙstudiedϙcomputerϙscienceϙandϙfinanceϟϙ

Uponϙ graduatingϠϙ Andyϙ fulfilledϙ hisϙ dreamϙ
jobϙofϙbeingϙaϙsoftwareϙengineerϙatϙGoogleϙ
inϙCaliforniaϟϙ YetϠϙ despiteϙ theϙ allureϙ ofϙ theϙ
techϙgiantДsϙperksϙsuchϙasϙpingϙpongϙtablesϙ
andϙfreeϙmealsϠϙheϙeventuallyϙfoundϙhimselfϙ
yearningϙforϙaϙmoreϙfulfillingϙadventureϟϙ

Inϙ ͑0͑0Ϡϙ amidstϙ theϙ COVIDϱ1͘ϙ pandemicϠϙ
AndyϙdepartedϙfromϙtheϙcomfortsϙofϙGoogleϙ
toϙ embarkϙ onϙ aϙ newϙ chapterϠϙ joiningϙ aϙ
financeϙstartupϙinϙChicagoϟϙThisϙchangeϙledϙ
himϙintoϙventureϙcapitalϠϙwhereϙheϙbecameϙ
anϙ entrepreneurϙ inϙ residenceϟϙ Byϙ ͑0͑͒Ϡϙ heϙ
foundϙ himselfϙ comingϙ fullϙ circleϙ asϙ heϙ
securedϙ ventureϙ fundingϙ toϙ establishϙ aϙ
videoϙ gameϙ studioϙ inϙ theϙ Bayϙ AreaϠϙ
alongsideϙ hisϙ formerϙ roommateϙ fromϙ
Googleϟϙ

Zetao 
(Andy) Weng

Though the studio enjoyed initial success, 
including winning a global game 
competition and selling 20,000 copies of 
their game on Steam by September 2023, 
Andy and his co-founder realized that their 
hearts lay elsewhere. Consequently, they 
returned the venture funding to their 
investors. 

This turning point in his career afforded 
Andy the opportunity to pursue a long-held 
desire since his college days: joining the 
Peace Corps. With a passion for 
volunteering ingrained in him from 
coaching chess to counseling cub scouts, 
he found a perfect fit in the YinD program in 
Peace Corps Thailand. Here, the focus was 
on fostering children's self-confidence and 
critical thinking skills. 

At his Peace Corps site, Andy aims to 
impart critical thinking through strategy 
games, drawing from his own learning 
experiences. Additionally, leveraging his 
background in software engineering, he 
plans to engage children in the exploration 
of computers and careers in STEM. ͕͘
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PST Staff

Core Staff
1. Sabrina TaЍala   Director of Programming and Training (DPT)

2. Anuwat Khalertrum  Training Manager

3. Thanakom Yospolsakul  Language and Cross-Cultural Coordinator (LCC)

4. Pakin Wongwanitkajon  TESS TEFL Specialist 

5. Thepthira Chaiinkham  YinD Programming and Training Specialist 

6. Pawitra Chamnanrot  Training Assistant

Language and Culture Facilitators
1. Apiwit Attakornpipat

2. Atit Budsing

3. Arunee Thongratanakaew

4. Bharistha Sreshthaputra

5. Jongwoot Yuwasilp

6. Mai Yongkhum
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PST Staff
1. Rangsima Suttipongkiat  Administrative Support Assistant

2. Nina Putvichai   TESS Program Support Assistant

3. Phattaranit Chantratanasit YinD Program Support Assistant

4. Kessirirak Nityasuddhi  Homestay Coordinator

5. Jira Kunkongsatian  Driver #1

6. Saman Tempiam   Driver #2

7. Warin Phikunthong  Driver #3

7.     Nanthanat Sangsawang

8.     Nopparat Nakruang

9.     Passara Bhurinuntakul

10.   Phutthawadee Leelahacheewa

11.    Prawate King-Ngern

12.    Suchanaree Homklang



Prior to accepting her current position with 
the Peace Corps, Sabrina TaЍala served at 
the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency 
(DPAA), based in Hawaii:  12 years as an 
anthropologist, and 3 years as a training 
program administrator.  At DPAA, Sabrina 
supported the US governmentЍs mission to 
search for, recover, and identify missing 
servicemembers from past conflicts 
worldwide. 

As a forensic anthropologist, she led US 
military and civilian teams on 
archaeological recovery projects around 
the world, with a particular focus on 
remote sites throughout Vietnam and Laos. 
As the Administrator for the DPAA 
Academy, she facilitated internal and 
interagency partner training.  

Sabrina Ta’ala

Inϙ additionϙ toϙ herϙ workϙ withϙ theϙ USϙ
DepartmentϙofϙDefenseϠϙSabrinaϙhasϙtaughtϙ
hundredsϙ ofϙ adultϙ learnersϙ asϙ anϙ adjunctϙ
professorϙ atϙ severalϙ collegesϙ andϙ
universitiesϙ inϙ Coloradoϙ andϙ Hawaiiϟϙϙ
Coursesϙ haveϙ includedϙ culturalϠϙ physicalϠϙ
andϙforensicϙanthropologyϟ

SabrinaϙholdsϙaϙBAϙinϙanthropologyϙandϙanϙ
MBAϙ fromϙ theϙ Universityϙ ofϙ ColoradoϠϙ asϙ
wellϙ asϙ anϙ MAϙ inϙ anthropologyϙ fromϙ Eastϙ
Carolinaϙ Universityϟϙ ϙ Thoughϙ mostϙ ofϙ herϙ
careerϙ hasϙ beenϙ spentϙ asϙ aϙ federalϙ civilϙ
servantϙ andϙ anϙ academicϠϙ sheϙ hasϙ alsoϙ
servedϙ asϙ aϙ volunteerϙ onϙ shortϱtermϙ
projectsϙ inϙ MoroccoϠϙ GhanaϠϙ BoliviaϠϙ andϙ
AmericanϙSamoaϟϙ

SabrinaЍsϙ husbandϠϙ Tedϙ TaЍalaϠϙ isϙ aϙ retiredϙ
USϙ Armyϙ Explosiveϙ Ordnanceϙ Disposalϙ
technicianϟϙϙTheyϙhaveϙthreeϙsonsϠϙagesϙ1͕Ϡϙ
1͓Ϡϙandϙ11ϟϙ

Director of Programming and Training (DPT)
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Anuwat Khalertrum
Training Manager (TM)

Anuwatϙwasϙworkingϙwithϙ PeaceϙCorpsϙ threeϙ yearsϙ agoϟϙHisϙ
firstϙ tenureϙ withϙ Peaceϙ corpsϙ Thailandϙ wasϙ duringϙ ͑01͒ϙ ϳϙ
͑01͘ϟϙ Heϙ hasϙ beenϙ workingϙ inϙ theϙ developmentϙ fieldϙ rightϙ
afterϙ graduatedϙ fromϙ theϙ universityϙ forϙ moreϙ thanϙ 10ϙ yearsϟϙ
Hisϙpassionϙaboutϙdevelopmentϙworkϙisϙempoweringϙtheϙmostϙ
vulnerableϙ andϙmarginalizedϙ groupϙofϙ peopleϙ toϙ beϙ resilientϠϙ
andϙ ableϙ toϙ amplifyϙ theirϙ ownϙ voicesϙ toϙ addressϙ issuesϙ
affectingϙ theirϙ lifeϙ andϙ communityϟϙ Anuwatϙ isϙ excitedϙ forϙ hisϙ
secondϙtourϙtoϙworkϙalongϙsideϙPeaceϙCorpsϙstaffϙandϙPeaceϙ
Corpsϙ Volunteersϙ acrossϙ Thailandϟϙ Recentlyϙ afterϙ theϙ
pandemicϠϙheϙwishesϙ toϙ goϙbackϙonϙ trackϠϙ spendingϙ hisϙ freeϙ
timeϙonϙ trailϙ runningϙ andϙ crossϙ fitϟϙ Exerciseϙ justϙ toϙ eatϙmoreϙ
deliciousϙfood

Thanakom has been working as an LCC (Language and 
Culture Coordinator) since January 2014. Thanakom joined 
Peace Corps Thailand in 2011 as an LCF (Language and 
Culture Facilitator. In 2016, he was a temporary duty officer 
working with the Language and Culture Coordinator in Peace 
Corps Timor-Leste. Prior to his roles with the Peace Corps, 
Thanakom was a teacher for 16 years, teaching the Thai 
language and culture to expats and international students at 
Berlitz and NIST international school. Thanakom was also a 
team leader in developing the Thai language curriculum for 
Berlitz Thailand.

Thanakom holds a Bachelor of Law from Thammasat 
University, a masterЍs degree in English for Careers from 
Thammasat University, and a Master of Education degree in 
English language teaching from Ramkhamhaeng University. In 
his free time, he enjoys running, practicing yoga, and 
watching Broadway musicals! 

Thanakom Yospolsakul
Language and Cross-Cultural Coordinator (LCC)
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ThepthiraϠϙ alsoϙ knownϙ asϙ GahnϠϙ isϙ fromϙ Chiangϙ RaiϠϙ ThailandДsϙ
northernmostϙprovinceϟϙHeϙgrewϙupϙasϙaϙyouthϙvolunteerϙandϙyoungϙleaderϙ
atϙ YMCAϠϙ fosteringϙ aϙ strongϙ passionϙ forϙ youthϙ empowermentϟϙ Despiteϙ
earningϙ anϙ MBAϙ inϙ Hospitalityϙ andϙ Tourismϙ Managementϙ fromϙ Princeϙ ofϙ
SongklaϙUniversityϙandϙaϙBϟAϟϙinϙTourismϙIndustryϙfromϙChiangϙRaiϙRajabhatϙ
UniversityϠϙ heϙ remainsϙ dedicatedϙ toϙ workingϙ inϙ theϙ fieldϙ ofϙ youthϙ
developmentϟϙBeforeϙjoiningϙPeaceϙCorpsϠϙGahnϙservedϙasϙaϙtrainingϙofficerϙ
forϙ overϙ10ϙyearsϙwithϙ theϙSpiritϙ inϙEducationϙMovementϙandϙRightϙToϙPlayϙ
FoundationϠϙwhereϙheϙcollaboratedϙwithϙtheϙUniversitiesϠϙOfficeϙofϙtheϙBasicϙ
EducationϙCommissionϠϙ andϙ theϙDepartmentϙ ofϙ JuvenileϙObservationϙ andϙ
Protectionϟϙ Hisϙ responsibilitiesϙ includedϙ trainingϙ andϙ supportingϙ teachersϙ
andϙ staffϙmembersϙ inϙ experientialϙ learningϙ andϙ lifeϙ skillsϙ developmentϙ forϙ
studentsϙ andϙ youngϙ offendersϙ acrossϙ theϙ northϠϙ northeastϠϙ andϙ southϙ
regionsϟϙ

CurrentlyϠϙheϙisϙfurtheringϙhisϙeducationϙinϙtheϙInnovationϙandϙResearchϙforϙ
LearningϙProgramϙatϙKingϙMongkutДsϙInstituteϙofϙTechnologyϙLadkrabangϟϙHeϙ
findsϙ enjoymentϙ inϙ activitiesϙ suchϙ asϙ runningϠϙ standϱupϙ paddleboardingϠϙ
andϙcampingϟϙHeϙ isϙ aϙ catϙ personϠϙ althoughϙheϙcurrentlyϙ doesnДtϙ haveϙ anyϙ
felineϙcompanionsϠϙbutϙheϙhasϙtheϙcatϙfiguresϙonϙhisϙworkϙdeskϟ

Thepthira Chaiinkham
YinD Programming and Training Specialist 

Pakin Wongwanitkajon
TEFL Specialist 

Pakinϙ Wongwanitkajonϙ hasϙ beenϙ workingϙ inϙ theϙ trainingϙ fieldϠϙ bothϙ inϙ
pedagogyϙ andϙ andragogyϠϙ forϙ 1͑ϙ yearsϟϙ Heϙ previouslyϙ workedϙ withϙ theϙ
Unitedϙ Statesϙ Agencyϙ forϙ Internationalϙ Developmentϙ ϼUSAIDϽϙ forϙ ͓ϙ yearsϙ
developingϙandϙdeliveringϙsoftϙskillϙcoursesϠϙasϙwellϙasϙoverseeingϙtrainingϙ
administrationϙatϙtheϙAsiaϙRegionalϙTrainingϙCenterϟϙPriorϙtoϙUSAIDϠϙheϙwasϙ
anϙEnglishϙ languageϙ instructorϙatϙ theϙRoyalϙThaiϙNavyϙLanguageϙCenterϙ inϙ
͑01͓ϙϱ͑01͘ϟϙHeϙbeganϙhisϙcareerϙteachingϙEnglishϙinϙThaiϙschoolsϙinϙ͑011ϟϙ

Heϙ earnedϙ aϙ Masterϙ ofϙ Artsϙ inϙ Englishϙ Languageϙ Teachingϙ ϼELTϠϙ Formerlyϙ
TEFLϽϙ fromϙ Thammasatϙ Universityϙ andϙ aϙ Bachelorϙ ofϙ ArtsϠϙ majoringϙ inϙ
Englishϙ fromϙ Silpakornϙ Universityϟϙ Heϙ currentlyϙ holdsϙ theϙ Thaiϙ officialϙ
teachingϙ licenseϙ afterϙ completingϙ theϙ Graduateϙ Diplomaϙ Programϙ inϙ
Teachingϙ Professionϙ fromϙ Bansomdejchaoprayaϙ Rajabhatϙ Universityϙ inϙ
͑01͓ϟ

Heϙ describesϙ himselfϙ asϙ anϙ easyϱgoingϙ personϙ butϙ becomesϙ determinedϙ
whenϙitϙcomesϙtoϙjobsϙandϙresponsibilitiesϟϙHeϙlovesϙtoϙexploreϙnewϙthingsϠϙ
soϙheϙlooksϙforwardϙtoϙexploringϙhisϙnewϙcareerϙpathϙwithϙPeaceϙCorpsϟϙ
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Pawitra or Mimi started working with Peace Corps Thailand as 
Training Assistant on February 26, 2023. Prior to this role, she 
worked as Project Coordinator for Chula Zero Waste Initiative - a role 
in which she provided public relations and extra-curricular programs 
support to the university's zero waste frameworks. The focus of her 
work was about promoting Eco-conscious consumption, Food 
Waste Prevention, Household Waste Management as well as Raising 
awareness on Ocean Plastic Pollution. Mimi earned her Bachelor 
from the Faculty of Fine and Applied Arts at Chulalongkorn 
University, majoring Exhibition/Museum Design. 

In the summer of 2022, Mimi participated in the Young Southeast 
Asian Leaders Initiative Professional Fellowship Program (YSEALI 
PFP). She got matched with the City of Frankfort, Kentucky as her 
placement host. It was her first-time in the US, gaining knowledge 
about US institutions and building relationships with American 
counterparts. 

In her free time, Mimi enjoys cooking, darning and urban cycling. 
Recently, she learned how to repair clothes creatively. She is willing 
to share the skills with those who are interested in Visible Mending!

Pawitra Chamnanrot
Training Assistant (TA)

Rangsima Suttipongkiat
Administrative Support Assistant (ASA)

Rangsima is originally from Suphanburi, Central Thailand, where she 
grew up and spent her childhood. She attended high school in 
Bangkok and later moved to Chiang Mai for her bachelorЍs degree in 
economics at Chiang Mai University. Before joining the Peace 
Corps, she gained experience as a freelance videographer and 
worked for international NGOs in the field of Election Observations. 
In 2004, she volunteered for a couple of months in Phang Nga, 
assisting with the Tsunami relief efforts.

She first joined the Peace Corps Thailand in PST-135 as an ASA. 
Rangsima is a dog person who loves traveling, taking photos, and 
cooking
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Ninaϙ isϙ fromϙNakhonϙ RatchasimaϠϙ theϙ northeastϙ ofϙ Thailandϙwhereϙ
sheϙ livesϙ andϙworkedϙmoreϙ thanϙ ͒ϙ yearsϟϙ Sheϙ originallyϙ cameϙ fromϙ
BangkokϙandϙmovedϙtoϙstudyϙforϙherϙbachelorДsϙdegreeϙatϙKhonϙKaenϙ
Universityϙ inϙMathematicsϙ Educationϙmajoringϟϙ Thisϙ isϙmyϙ veryϙ firstϙ
yearϙtoϙjoinedϙPeaceϙCorpsϙThailandϟϙ

Sheϙ hasϙmoreϙ thanϙ ͒ϙ yearsЍϙ experienceϙ workingϙ asϙ aϙmathematicsϙ
teacherϙ atϙ governmentϙ schoolsϟϙNinaϙ isϙ alwaysϙ eagerϙ toϙ learnϙ newϙ
thingsϟϙ Sheϙ likesϙ toϙ doϙ volunteerϙ activitiesϠϙ travellingϠϙ andϙ waterϙ
sportsϠϙ especiallyϙ surfingϙ andϙ divingϟϙ Sheϙ lovesϙ toϙ seeϙ othersϙ growϙ
andϙdevelopϟϙ

BeingϙaϙpartϙofϙPSTϙ1͔͒ϙisϙmeaningfulϙforϙherϙdeliverϙallϙtheϙsupportϙtoϙ
volunteersϙwhoϙwillϙdoϙtheirϙbestϙforϙThaiϙstudentsϟ

Nina Putvichai
TESS Program Support Assistant

Phattaranit Chantratanasit
YinD Program Support Assistant

PhattaranitϙisϙfromϙKhonϙKaenϠϙtheϙNortheastϙofϙThailandϠϙwhereϙsheϙ
wasϙ bornϠϙ raisedϠϙ andϙ studiedϟϙ Sheϙ mostlyϙ worksϙ andϙ livesϙ inϙ
BangkokϙafterϙfinishingϙherϙbachelorДsϙdegreeϙ inϙLawϟϙHoweverϠϙsheϙ
neverϙ hadϙ theϙ opportunityϙ toϙ workϙ inϙ theϙ fieldϟϙ Sheϙ firstϙ learnedϙ
aboutϙtheϙPeaceϙCorpsϙwhileϙinϙcollegeϙbecauseϙsheϙhadϙtheϙchanceϙ
toϙattendϙtheϙGlobalϙYouthϙLeadershipϙCampϙasϙaϙThaiϙAmbassadorϟϙ
Theϙ campϙ wasϙ organizedϙ byϙ Brighterϙ Thailandϙ Foundationϙ inϙ
collaborationϙwithϙ PeaceϙCorpsϙ Thailandϟϙ Thisϙmarksϙ herϙ firstϙ timeϙ
joiningϙ theϙ PeaceϙCorpsϙ asϙ aϙ PSTϙ staffϙmemberϟϙ Phattaranitϙ hasϙ aϙ
backgroundϙinϙworkingϙasϙaϙTrainingϙCoordinatorϙ inϙtheϙAssociationϙ
ofϙ Thaiϙ Securitiesϙ Companiesϙ andϙ asϙ anϙ Accountϙ Executiveϙ inϙ aϙ
companyϙ thatϙ providesϙ fullϙ servicesϙ inϙ PDPAϙ Lawϟϙ Herϙ interestsϙ
includeϙhikingϠϙtravelingϠϙvolunteeringϠϙeatingϠϙandϙworkingϙoutϟϙSheϙ
lovesϙanimalsϠϙespeciallyϙdogsϟ
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Kessirirakϙ ϼAjϟAppleϽϙ graduatedϙ fromϙ ThammasatϙUniversityϙ inϙ BachelorДsϙ
degreeϙofϙJournalistϙandϙMassϙCommunicationϟϙThenϙsheϙgotϙinterestedϙinϙ
workingϙ withϙ commercialϙ andϙ entertainmentϙ areaϟϙ Sheϙ usedϙ toϙ beϙ aϙ
copywriterϠϙ newsϙ reporterϠϙ DJϙ onϙ theϙ radioϙ programsϠϙ Lyricistϙ andϙ coϱ
producerϙforϙmusicϙcompaniesϟϙFinallyϠϙsheϙfellϙ inϙ loveϙwithϙteachingϙThaiϙ
asϙ aϙ Foreignϙ Languageϙ thatϙ makesϙ herϙ reallyϙ understandsϙ herϙ ownϙ
languageϙЭϙcultureϟ

TeachingϙThaiϙtoϙforeignerϙisϙaϙveryϙgoodϙchallengingϙfunϙjobϠϙbutϙthisϙyearϙ
sheϙtriedϙnewϙthingϙthatϙisϙworkingϙasϙaϙHomestayϙCoordinatorϟϙItЍsϙaϙlotϙofϙ
funϙtooϟϙ ϙNowϙsheϙlikesϙworkingϙtoϙgetϙtheϙincomeϙjustϙenoughϙforϙlivingϙinϙ
Bangkokϙandϙbeϙableϙtoϙspendϙtimeϙforϙtheϙotherϙdimensionsϙofϙlifeϙsuchϙasϙ
familyϠϙ pleasurablenessϠϙ studyingϙ dhammaϠϙ practicingϙ insightϙmeditationϙ
andϙmindfulnessϟϙLifeϙgoesϙbyϠϙtheϙGoalsϙofϙlifeϙcanϙbeϙchangedϠϙwhatϙweϙ
likeϙtoϙhaveϙorϙbeϙalsoϙcanϙbeϙchangedϟϟϟϙSheϙbelievesϙ inϙ ImpermanenceϠϙ
DukkhaϙandϙAnattaϟϙHerϙfavoriteϙartistsϙareϙBobbyϙMcFerrinϠϙLisaϙOnoϙandϙ
likeϙBossaϙnuvaϙmusicϟϙ

Káoϙdtèngϱngaanϙléeoϙdtèeϙmâiϙmiiϙlûukϙkûϟ
KáoϙaϱyúϙtâoϱraiϠϙmâiϙbòokϙkâϤ
CheersϤ

Kessirirak Nityasuddhi
Homestay Coordinator

Jira Kunkongsatian
Local Driver #1

Jira was born on 15th May 1964. He earned a vocational certificate from 
Thai Suriya Technical college, Bangkok. He loves playing sports, cooking 
and playing guitar. Jira has been working with Peace Corps since PST 127. 
He has no idea about what PC does when he first joined PST, now he has 
learned more about it and realized this job has been offering him great 
opportunities to learn things he has never experienced before, e.g., 
American culture, language and foreigner daily life.
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Saman Tempiam was born on 5th April 1966 in Khai 
Bang Rachan District, Sing Buri. He finished 
Matthayom 3 from Tha Chang Wittayakarn School. 
He has diverse professions ranging from Agriculture, 
mechanism, carpentry, driving, plumbing to welding. 
Saman has been working with Peace Corps as a 
driver since PST 128. He is very appreciated this 
opportunity as it allowed him to work with talented 
people from different backgrounds as well as with 
foreigners. Undertaking this position has enhanced 
his ability in various aspects, roles and 
responsibilities, working as a team player, manners, 
exploring new places and cultures, and language. 
He is thankful for being trusted to carry out this task 
with Peace Corps.

Saman Tempiam
Local Driver #2

Warin Phikunthong
Local Driver #3

Warinϙ Phikunthongϙ isϙ originallyϙ fromϙ Donϙ ChediϠϙ
SuphanburiϟϙHeϙ isϙhappyϙtoϙworkϙwithϙPeaceϙCorpsϟϙ
Fromϙ thisϙ opportunityϠϙ heϙ hasϙ learntϙ moreϙ aboutϙ
languageϙandϙAmericanϙcultureϟϙHeϙhasϙgainedϙnewϙ
interestingϙ experiencesϙ thatϙ heϙ couldϙ shareϙ themϙ
withϙhisϙsonϟϙHeϙhumblyϙthanksϙPeaceϙCorpsϙforϙtheϙ
opportunityϙtoϙworkϙinϙPSTϙ1͒0ϙandϙ1͒1ϟ
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ApiwitДsϙoriginatedϙhometownϙfromϙSamutprakarnϠϙcloseϙtoϙBangkokϟϙApiwitϙ
graduatedϙ fromϙ Assumptionϙ UniversityϠϙ majoringϙ inϙ Businessϙ Japaneseϟϙ
ApiwitϙhasϙjoinedϙasϙGeneralϙServiceϙAssistantϙϼGSAϽϙsinceϙNovemberϙ͑01͕ϟϙ
Heϙ alsoϙ usedϙ toϙ beϙ Languageϙ Integratorϙ Facilitatorϙ ϼϙ Lϙ Iϙ Fϙ Ͻϙ forϙGroupϙ 1͔͑ϙ
ϼ͑01͒ϙ Ͻϙ andϙGroupϙ1͖͑ϙ ϼ͑01͔Ͻϟϙ Apiwitϙ hasϙbeenϙworksϙmanyϙmultiϱculturalϙ
companiesϙ andϙ manyϙ positionsϙ asϙ HRϙ AnalystϠϙ Salesϙ CoordinatorϠϙ
Marketingϙ coordinatorϠϙ andϙ seniorϙ customerϙ servicesϟϙ Heϙ canϙ speakϙ ͓ϙ
languagesϠϙThaiϠϙEnglishϠϙChineseϠϙandϙJapaneseϟϙApiwitϙlovesϙtoϙtravelϙandϙ
cookingϙ foodϟϙNowadaysϠϙ heϙworksϙasϙ tourϙguideϙandϙfinancialϙconsultantϙ
companyϟ

Apiwit Attakornpipat
Language and Culture Facilitator

Atit Budsing
Language and Culture Facilitator

Atitϙ hailsϙ fromϙ Utthaiϙ Thaniϙ andϙ holdsϙ aϙ degreeϙ inϙ Foodϙ Scienceϙ fromϙ Kingϙ
MongkutДsϙUniversityϙofϙTechnologyϙNorthϙBangkokϙϼKMUTNBϽϟϙWithϙfourϙyearsϙ
ofϙ experienceϙ inϙ militaryϙ translationϠϙ heϙ hasϙ developedϙ aϙ knackϙ forϙ bridgingϙ
communicationϙgapsϙinϙdiverseϙenvironmentsϟ

DuringϙhisϙuniversityϙtenureϠϙheϙimmersedϙhimselfϙinϙvolunteerϙworkϠϙdedicatingϙ
hisϙtimeϙtoϙassistingϙruralϙcommunitiesϙinϙThailandϟϙThisϙexperienceϙfortifiedϙhisϙ
unwaveringϙ commitmentϙ toϙ servingϙ othersϙ andϙ instilledϙ inϙ himϙ aϙ profoundϙ
senseϙofϙpurposeϟ

InϙadditionϙtoϙhisϙprofessionalϙendeavorsϠϙheϙisϙanϙavidϙenthusiastϙofϙvolleyballϟϙ
WhetherϙactivelyϙplayingϙorϙpassionatelyϙcheeringϠϙheϙrelishesϙtheϙcamaraderieϙ
andϙ excitementϙ ofϙ theϙ sportϟϙ Engagingϙ inϙ localϙ matchesϙ andϙ communityϙ
tournamentsϠϙheϙcherishesϙitsϙdynamicϙnatureϙandϙstrategicϙgameplayϟ

BeyondϙtheϙcourtϠϙheϙfindsϙsolaceϙandϙrejuvenationϙinϙexploringϙnatureϙthroughϙ
travelϟϙWhetherϙ trekkingϙ throughϙ lushϙ forestsϙ orϙ admiringϙ scenicϙ landscapesϠϙ
heϙisϙdrawnϙtoϙtheϙbeautyϙandϙtranquilityϙofϙtheϙoutdoorsϟ
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Arunee is from Bangkok. She has got B.ED. in English teaching from 
Silpakorn University and MA in Eng-Thai-Eng from Ramkhamhaeng 
University. Her working life started from being a teacher in a refugee camp 
for about 5 years, then she spent more than 20 years working in a few 
business firms and gained experiences in administration, procurement, 
CSR, training translation and translation. However, since she has great 
passion in teaching, she decided to join PeaceCorps as an LCF of PST 130, 
PST 134 and PST 135. Though she has been a full-time employee for almost 
all of her life, she can maintain her work-life balance well by dedicating her 
free time with her beloved family.

Arunee Thongratanakaew
Language and Culture Facilitator

Bharistha Sreshthaputra
Language and Culture Facilitator

Bharistha is from Chiangmai, the north of Thailand where she has lived and 
works more than 30 years. She originally came from Bangkok and moved to 
study for her BA at Chiangmai University in French majoring and her MSc. In 
Geosocial Based Sustainable Development at Maejo University. She has 
joined the Peace Corps since PST130 as a Language & Culture Facilitator 
(LCF). 

Prior, she has experienced 9 years of teacher training in remote areas where 
majorities are indigenous people. She commits herself to help the 
disadvantaged people in Thailand. She was a volunteer in a refugee camp at 
the Myanmar-Thailand border. She had a chance to work for an American 
and Swedish INGO in Thailand as well. She is also a French-speaking guide 
in Thailand for 12 years and a Thai teacher for foreigners in Chiangmai. 
During the pandemic, she started farming on her land. She loves traveling 
and gardening.
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JongwootϙwasϙbornϙinϙChiangϙMaiϙProvinceϠϙlocatedϙinϙtheϙnorthernϙpartϙofϙ
ThailandϟϙHeϙcurrentlyϙworksϙinϙtheϙrestaurantϙbusinessϙwithϙhisϙfamilyϟϙHisϙ
familyЍsϙ restaurantϙ isϙ homeϙ toϙ oneϙ ofϙ theϙ mostϙ famousϙ localϙ dishesϙ ofϙ
ChiangϙMaiϙProvinceϠϙcalledϙKhaoϙSoiϙLamduanϟϙ

JongwootϙhasϙalsoϙworkedϙasϙanϙarchitectϙinϙBangkokϙandϙinϙChiangϙMaiϙandϙ
devotesϙ partϙ ofϙ hisϙ timeϙ toϙ architecturalϙ workϙ asϙ aϙ freelancerϟϙ Jongwootϙ
previouslyϙworkedϙwithϙtheϙPeaceϙCorpsϙinϙPSTϙGroupϙ1͒͑ϙinϙ͑0͑0ϙandϙhasϙ
decidedϙtoϙjoinϙtheϙPeaceϙCorpsϙagainϙwithϙPSTϙGroupϙ1͔͒ϙinϙ͑0͓͑ϟϙ

Outsideϙ ofϙ workϠϙ Jongwootϙ hasϙ aϙ passionϙ forϙ travelingϙ andϙ goingϙ onϙ
adventuresϙaroundϙtheϙworldϟϙHeϙisϙavidϙaboutϙtravelingϙsoloϙandϙlovesϙtheϙ
feelingϙofϙdiscoveringϙtheϙbeautyϙandϙpointϙofϙinterestϙofϙhisϙdestinationsϙallϙ
byϙhimselfϟϙJongwootϙbelievesϙthisϙhasϙhelpedϙhimϙdevelopϙaϙgreaterϙsenseϙ
ofϙhisϙabilityϙandϙpersonalityϙandϙlooksϙforwardϙtoϙmoreϙadventuresϙofϙselfϱ
discoveryϟ

Jongwoot Yuwasilp
Language and Culture Facilitator

Mai Yongkhum
Language and Culture Facilitator

Maiϙ isϙ fromϙChiangϙMaiϠϙ inϙ theϙnorthϙofϙThailandϠϙwhereϙsheϙhasϙgrownϙupϙ
andϙspentϙherϙchildhoodϟϙSheϙgraduatedϙfromϙChiangϙMaiϙUniversityϟϙBeforeϙ
sheϙworkedϙwithϙPeaceϙCorpsϠϙsheϙworkedϙforϙNGOsϙandϙstudentϙprogramsϟϙ
Sheϙfirstϙ joinedϙtheϙPeaceϙCorpsϙThailandϙsinceϙPSTϱ1͒0ϙasϙSLAϟϙSheϙlovesϙ
theϙPeaceϙCorpsϙteachingϙmethodϠϙsoϙsheϙdecidedϙtoϙjoinϙtheϙprogramϙagainϙ
asϙ LCFϟϙ Maiϙ lovesϙ travelingϙ toϙ severalϙ countriesϠϙ andϙ eachϙ ofϙ herϙ
destinationsϙ hasϙ impartedϙ herϙ differentϙ lifeϙ experiencesϟϙ Sheϙ lovesϙ hikingϙ
andϙbikingϠϙandϙnowϙsheϙlovesϙtoϙlearnϙmoreϙaboutϙscubaϙdivingϟ
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Nanthanatϙ SheДsϙ fromϙ ChumphonϠϙ aϙ placeϙ inϙ southernϙ Thailandϟϙ Sheϙ
studiedϙ atϙ Chiangϙ Maiϙ UniversityϠϙ majoringϙ inϙ Tourismϟϙ Beforeϙ thatϠϙ sheϙ
workedϙwithϙtheϙPeaceϙCorpsϙandϙlearnedϙaboutϙagedϙcareϟϙSheϙalsoϙtrainedϙ
atϙaϙpublicϙhospitalϙ forϙaϙmonthϟϙNanthanatϙ isϙ reallyϙ interestedϙ inϙworkingϙ
abroadϠϙespeciallyϙ inϙJapanϟϙSheϙbelievesϙ inϙtheϙsayingϙГwhenϙ inϙRomeϠϙdoϙ
asϙ theϙ Romansϙ doϠГϙ soϙ sheДsϙ learningϙ Japaneseϙ andϙwantsϙ toϙ learnϙmoreϙ
aboutϙJapaneseϙcultureϟϙInϙherϙfreeϙtimeϠϙsheϙlovesϙwatchingϙanimeϙandϙTVϙ
seriesϟϙWhenϙsheϙtravelsϠϙsheϙprefersϙmountainsϙtoϙbeachesϟϙAndϙsheϙreallyϙ
lovesϙeatingϙsalmonϙandϙsômϱdtamϙbpuuϙmaҽ aϟ

Nanthanat Sangsawang
Language and Culture Facilitator

Nopparat Nakruang
Language and Culture Facilitator

NopparatϙNakruangϙ isϙaϙLanguageϙandϙCultureϙFacilitatorϙorϙLCFϙforϙPeaceϙ
CorpsϙThailandϙforϙmanyϙyearsϟϙSheϙworkedϙinϙPreϱServiceϙTrainingϙϼPSTϽϙforϙ
1͑͑ϱ1͓͑Ϡϙ1͑͗ϱ1͒0Ϡϙ1͓͒Ϡϙandϙ1͔͒ϙgroupsϟϙSheϙusedϙtoϙbeϙaϙTeacherϙAssistantϙ
atϙ Stϟϙ StephenЍsϙ Internationalϙ Schoolϙ inϙBangkokϙ forϙ͒ϙ yearsϙbeforeϙ joiningϙ
PeaceϙCorpsϟϙAfterϙgroupϙ1͓͑ϠϙsheϙwasϙanϙEnglishϙteacherϙatϙJianhuaϙSchoolϙ
inϙNaknonϙPathomϙforϙ͒ϙyearsϟϙSheϙtaughtϙMathayomϙ1Ϡϙ͑ϙandϙ͓ϟϙThenϠϙsheϙ
cameϙbackϙ toϙworkϙwithϙ groupsϙ1͑͗Ϡϙ 1͑͘ϙ andϙ1͒0ϟϙAfterϙ thatϠϙ sheϙwentϙ toϙ
AustraliaϙtoϙpursueϙherϙearlyϙchildhoodϙeducationϟϙSheϙgotϙCertificateϙIIIϙandϙ
DiplomaϙinϙEarlyϙChildhoodϙEducationϙandϙCareϟϙSheϙwasϙaϙtraineeϙandϙlaterϙ
anϙeducatorϙ atϙGoodstartϙ Earlyϙ Learningϙorganizationϙ forϙ twoϙ yearsϙbeforeϙ
COVIDϱ1͘ϟ

Sheϙ graduatedϙ BϟAϟϙ inϙ Massϙ Communicationϙ fromϙ Chiangmaiϙ UniversityϠϙ
Thailandϙ andϙ MϟAϟϙ inϙ Filmϙ andϙ Televisionϙ Studiesϙ fromϙ Theϙ Waikatoϙ
UniversityϠϙ Newϙ Zealandϟϙ Whileϙ teachingϙ atϙ Jianhuaϙ SchoolϠϙ sheϙ earnedϙ
ProfessionalϙTeachingϙCertificateϙfromϙNakhonϙPathomϙRajabhatϙUniversityϟϙ
Sheϙ lovesϙ teachingϙ allϙ ageϙ groupsϠϙ cookingϙ vegetarianϙ foodϙ andϙ enjoysϙ
travelingϙaroundϙtheϙcountryϙvisitingϙherϙfamilyϠϙfriendsϠϙandϙrelativesϟ
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Passara is originally from Thonburi which is now a part of Bangkok. Then 
she moved to Nonthaburi, the suburb of Bangkok for more than 15 years. 
She graduated MA in Teaching English as a Foreign Language from 
Srinakarinwiroj University. She had joined Peace Corps since 2015 as a 
TEFL Specialist and retired last year. Then she becomes Language and 
Cultural Facilitator or LCF afterwards. 

She has experienced in educational field for over 30 years in different 
positions; as an English teacher in Refugee camp, teacher in school, 
Trainer for Ministry of Education and Peace Corps. She loves teaching and 
being around the students. She commits herself to offer an opportunity for 
kids in remote areas ϳ she sometimes travels to teach or do camp for 
students with her friends. She loves travelling.

Passara Bhurinuntakul
Language and Culture Facilitator

Phutthawadee Leelahacheewa
Language and Culture Facilitator

Phutthawadee holds a bachelorЍs degree in economics. Now she is 
studying for a masterЍs degree in education. As for her professional 
experiences, she worked as a language integration facilitator (LIF) in groups 
126 and 127 for the Peace Corps. Additionally, she was a homestay 
coordinator in group 128. From 2016 to 2020, she volunteered as a teacher 
to teach Thai language in Bhutan and Vietnam as part of the program called 
Friends from Thailand (FFT), organized by the Thailand International 
Cooperation Agency (TICA). She has prior teaching experience in rural areas 
of Thailand, working closely with ethnic groups in the western region, and 
also taught at an international school located in Chiang Mai, which is her 
hometown. She loves playing badminton and guitar, traveling and exploring 
new places, and immersing herself in different cultures. She also spends 
time writing and collecting postcards, as they serve as reminders of the 
places she has visited and the memories she has made.
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Prawateϙ Kingngernϙ ϙ hasϙ servedϙ asϙ LCFϙ forϙ 10ϙ Pstϙ
withϙbothϙTessϙandϙYindϙProgrammeϟϙPriorϙtoϙPeaceϙ
CorpsϠHeϙ joinedϙ Japanϙ AirlinesϼCargoϙ staffϽϙ andϙ
Cambodiaϙ internationalϙ AirlinesϠϙ Qantasϙ
AirwaysϠandϙIcelandicϙAirwaysϙasϙaϙflightϙattendantϙ
forϙ almostϙ 1͖ϙ yearsϙ andϙ usedϙ toϙ beϙ anϙ Englishϙϙ
teacherϙinϙaϙϙrefugeeϙcampϙϙatϙChonburiϙforϙseveralϙ
yearsϟϙPrawateϙisϙaϙnativeϙThaiϙwhoϙisϙfromϙChiangϙ
Maiϙ ϙ andϙ graduatedϙ fromϙ Chiangϙ Maiϙ Universityϙ ϡϙϙ
BAϙ inϙ Englishϙ andϙ Americanϙ Literatureϟϙ Heϙ lovesϙ
travelingϙ ϠcookingϠϙ eatingϙ organicϙ vegetablesϟϙ Heϙ
alsoϙ lovesϙ toϙ haveϙ slowϙ lifeϙ ϙ withϙ goodϙ coffeeϙ
Ϡbikingϙ andϙ ϙ havingϙ dogϼnamedϙ Dollarϙ Ͻϙ inϙ
Chiangmaiϟϙ

Prawate King-Ngern
Language and Culture Facilitator

Suchanaree Homklang
Language and Culture Facilitator

Suchanareeϙ isϙ fromϙ Nakhonϙ RatchasimaϠϙ theϙ
northeastϙ ofϙ Thailandϟϙ Suchanareeϙ hasϙ aϙBAϙ fromϙ
SilpakornϙUniversityϙinϙChineseϟϙBeforeϙsheϙworkedϙ
withϙPeaceϙCorpsϠϙ sheϙ hadϙworkedϙ forϙNGOsϙ andϙ
studentϙ programsϟϙ Thisϙ isϙ herϙ firstϙ timeϙ workingϙ
withϙ Peaceϙ Corpsϙ andϙ beingϙ anϙ LCFϟϙ Sheϙ lovesϙ
teachingϙandϙworkingϙinϙaϙdiverseϙcultureϟϙSheϙlikesϙ
toϙplayϙtennisϙandϙswimϠϙreadϠϙandϙwatchϙmoviesϟ
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PC BKK Staff

Administration Office
1. John ЊJBЋ Bryan   Director of Management and Operations ϼDMOϽ

2. Phasukee Sombatthanasuk Financial Manager ϼFMϽ

3. Suwikhun Waipanya  Administrative Assistant

4. Saleena Vajarapong  Cashier

5. Sumonsak Thojun   IT Specialist

6. Panatda Chuprasith  General Service Manager ϼGSMϽ

7. Phenphan Koomkaew  General Service Assistant ϼGSAϽ 

8. Chumnan Chuephohak  Janitor

9. Kannikar Kaewtree  Janitor

10. Peeradej Sae Teao   Driver

11. Danai Paimjaiyard   Driver

12. Jakkarin Sripong   Driver

Programming Office
1. Kulpipit Wongseangchundr Program Manager of the YinD Program

2. Yodmanee Rojnchanathong Program Assistant of the YinD Program

3. Pannathorn Maicharoen  Program Manager of the TESS Program

4. Saranporn Prongwitthayakorn Programming Assistant of the TESS Program

5. Laksiri Chomchuen  Monitoring and Evaluation Specialist

6. Prawit Toworakajornkul  Regional Coordinator ϼRCϽ

DirectorЍs Office
1. Parmer Heacox  Acting Country Director

2. Suthanya Sukphaisal Executive and Communications Assistant (ECA) & SARL

3. Chaturon Kathong  Safety and Security Manager (SSM)

4. Wichai Dornnam  Quality Assurance Specialist (QAS)
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PC BKK Staff

Medical Office
1. Dr. Anucha Kongmaneerat, MD Peace Corps Medical Officer ϼPCMOϽ

2. Dr. Wai Yan Aung, MD  Peace Corps Medical Officer ϼPCMOϽ

3. Wisakha Phurikrai   Medical Assistant Э SARL

4. Rungrudee Muthabhon  Medical Assistant
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Parmer Heacox currently offers his services 
as Expert Consultant for the United States 
Peace Corps. In this role he served as 
Advisor to the Acting CD for PC Cambodia, 
Belize and Guatemala, and acting Director 
of Programming and Training (DPT) in 
Myanmar and Belize.  He also participates 
in special projects and initiatives with the 
Peace Corps.  He has over 27 years working 
with the Peace Corps starting with his 
service as a Peace Corps Volunteer in 
Ecuador from 1982-1985.  

His experience with the Peace Corps 
includes various roles in 15 countries; 
technical trainer, pre-service training 
director, training manager, programming 
and training officer, country director, 
overseas staff development for the P&T 
track, staging director and facilitator for 
same sex couples training and diversity & 
inclusion.  

Areas in which he has concentrated in 
recent years as country director in Ecuador 
and Peru have focused on -

staffϙ developmentϙ aimedϙ atϙ improvedϙ postϙ
strategiesϙ forϙ volunteerϙ supportϙ andϙ
communicationϙ withϙ aϙ focusϙ onϙ Volunteerϙ
andϙstaffϙaccountabilityϠϙgenderϙequityϠϙICDЭIϙ
inϙ additionϙ toϙ sustainableϙ developmentϙ
strategiesϙforϙPeaceϙCorpsϙprogrammingϟ

ParmerϙalsoϙworkedϙasϙtheϙCivicϙLifeϙDirectorϙ
forϙ͕ϙyearsϙ forϙ theϙHumanϙServicesϙCoalitionϙ
inϙMiamiϠϙFloridaϟϙϙDuringϙthisϙtimeϠϙpartϙofϙhisϙ
roleϙwasϙ toϙsupportϙ theϙAmericorpsϙprogramϙ
inϙ Southϙ Floridaϟϙ Heϙ alsoϙ promotedϙ andϙ
facilitatedϙcommunityϙsmallϙgroupϙdialogsϙforϙ
communityϙ actionϙ andϙ activismϙ inϙ Miamiϱ
Dateϙ countyϙ helpingϙ communityϙ groupsϙ toϙ
betterϙ listenϙ toϙ eachϙ otherϠϙ organizeϠϙ createϙ
communityϙ developmentϙ plansϙ andϙ learnϙ
howϙ toϙ accessϙ resourcesϙ toϙ carryϙ outϙ thoseϙ
plansϟϙ ϙ Andϙ heϙ workedϙ forϙ ͖ϙ yearsϙ asϙ theϙ
directorϙ ofϙ aϙ vocationalϙ schoolϙ forϙ specialϙ
needsϙyouthϙinϙQuitoϠϙEcuadorϟ

OriginallyϙfromϙMichiganϠϙParmerϙisϙaϙresidentϙ
ofϙ MiamiϠϙ FLϙ andϙ livesϙ withϙ hisϙ husbandϙ
AquilesϙAnguloϙwhoϙisϙfromϙEcuadorϟϙϙHeϙisϙanϙ
avidϙgardenerϟ

Parmer Heacox
Acting Country Director

DirecťorГŜϟOƯice
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Suthanyaϙ originatesϙ fromϙ Bangkokϙ whereϙ sheϙ attendedϙ Chulalongkornϙ Universityϙ andϙ
ThammasatϙUniversityϙandϙreceivedϙherϙBachelorϙofϙArtsϙϙϼwithϙItalianϙmajorϙandϙEnglishϙminorϽϙ
andϙMasterϙofϙScienceϙinϙInternationalϙRelationsϙϼEnglishϙProgramϽϙrespectivelyϟϙSheϙhasϙbeenϙ
workingϙwithϙ PeaceϙCorpsϙ Thailandϙ forϙmoreϙ thanϙ 1͑ϙ yearsϟϙ Priorϙ toϙworkingϙwithϙ theϙ Peaceϙ
CorpsϠϙsheϙworkedϙwithϙinternationalϙorganizationsϙandϙNGOsϟϙPeaceϙCorpsϙhasϙtaughtϙherϙtoϙ
beϙselflessϙandϙputϙtheϙneedsϙofϙothersϙaheadϙofϙherϙownϟϙSheϙlovesϙcookingϠϙgardeningϠϙandϙallϙ
kindsϙofϙanimalsϟϙ

Suthanya Sukphaisal
Executive and Communications Assistant (ECA) & SARL

Afterϙ hisϙ graduationϙ inϙ ͑00͒Ϡϙ Chaturonϙ startedϙ workingϙ withϙ Peaceϙ Corpsϙ asϙ aϙ Languageϙ
IntegrationϙFacilitatorϙforϙGroupϙ11͖ϱ11͘ϙandϙcameϙbackϙagainϙforϙGroupϙ1͑͒ϟϙFromϙ͑00͖ϱ͑00͘Ϡϙ
heϙworkedϙwithϙInternationalϙOrganizationϙforϙMigrationϙϼIOMϽϙasϙaϙCulturalϙOrientationϙtrainerϠϙ
providingϙ preϱdepartureϙ trainingsϙ forϙ refugeesϙ inϙ theϙ temporaryϙ sheltersϙ alongϙ theϙ Thaiϱ
Myanmarϙ borderϙ areasϟϙ Whenϙ Peaceϙ Corpsϙ Thailandϙ startedϙ theϙ Youthϙ inϙ Developmentϙ
Programϙ inϙ ͑01͑Ϡϙ heϙworkedϙ asϙ Youthϙ Programmingϙ andϙ Trainingϙ Specialistϙ untilϙ Septemberϙ
͑0͑͑ϟϙFromϙOctoberϙ͑0͑͑ϙtoϙpresentϠϙheϙhasϙbeenϙworkingϙasϙSafetyϙandϙSecurityϙManagerϙtoϙ
makeϙsureϙthatϙPeaceϙCorpsϙvolunteersϙwillϙworkϙinϙThailandϙsafeϙandϙsoundϙthroughoutϙtheirϙ
serviceϟϙWorkingϙwithϙdiverseϙgroupsϙofϙvolunteersϙandϙcommunityϙmembersϙeachϙyearϙhelpsϙ
himϙgrowϙprofessionallyϙandϙspirituallyϟ

Chaturon Kathong
Safety and Security Manager (SSM)

WichaiϙbeganϙasϙQualityϙAssuranceϙSpecialistϙ ϼQASϽϙ inϙSeptemberϙ͑0͑͒ϟϙTheϙQASϙwillϙplayϙaϙ
supportiveϙroleϙtoϙpostϙleadershipϙandϙaimsϙtoϙhelpϙguideϙimprovementϙandϙoptimizationϙofϙtheϙ
systemsϙandϙprocessesϙneededϙtoϙsuccessfullyϙconnectϙAmericanϙVolunteersϙwithϙtheϙpeopleϙ
ofϙThailandϙwhileϙalsoϙensuringϙcomplianceϙwithϙAgencyϙpoliciesϟ
ϙ
WichaiϙbeganϙworkingϙwithϙPeaceϙCorpsϙ Thailandϙ inϙDecemberϙ͑01͔ϙasϙaϙ TrainingϙAssistantϠϙ
providingϙ officeϙ andϙ fieldϙ supportϙ toϙ theϙ Programϙ andϙ Trainingϙ teamϟϙ Itϙ involvedϙ theϙ manyϙ
differentϙ aspectsϙ neededϙ toϙprovideϙ aϙ concentratedϙ trainingϙ thatϙ isϙ smoothϙandϙ effectiveϟϙ Inϙ
thatϙroleϙheϙmanagedϙadministrativeϙandϙlogisticalϙsupportϙofϙprogrammingϠϙtrainingϠϙandϙotherϙ
eventsϟϙ ϙ Heϙ alsoϙ coordinatedϙ onlineϙ communicationϙ andϙ utilizationϙ ofϙ educationalϙ onlineϙ
platformsϟϙ
ϙ
Inϙadditionϙtoϙ theϙdirectϙ involvementϙwithϙ theϙPeaceϙCorpsϙ trainingϙprocessϠϙheϙwasϙalsoϙ theϙ
liaisonϙ forϙ theϙ Peaceϙ Corpsϙ sponsoredϙ Worldϙ Wiseϙ Schoolsϟϙ ϙ Wichaiϙ earnedϙ aϙ Masterϙ ofϙ
Businessϙ Managementϙ ϼMBAϽϙ fromϙ Khonϙ Kaenϙ Universityϙ inϙ Thailandϟϙ ϙ Heϙ bringsϙ withϙ himϙ
experienceϙ withϙ trainingϙ inϙ severalϙ differentϙ contextsϙ fromϙ previousϙ employmentϙ withϙ Asiaϙ
DisasterϙPreparednessϙCentreϙCoϱManagingϙwithϙUSAIDϙandϙ theϙAsianϙDevelopmentϙBankϙ inϙ
cooperationϙwithϙSoutheastϙAsianϙMinistersϙofϙEducationϙOrganizationϟϙ

Wichai Dornnam
Quality Assurance Specialist (QAS)

DirecťorГŜϟOƯice

89



JohnϙЊJBЋϙBryanϙarrivedϙinϙBangkokϙalmostϙthreeϙyearsϙagoϙtoϙserveϙasϙ
theϙ Directorϙ ofϙ Managementϙ andϙ Operationsϙ ϼDMOϽϟϙ Priorϙ toϙ hisϙ
arrivalϙ inϙ ThailandϠϙ heϙ servedϙ asϙ theϙ DMOϙ forϙ threeϙ yearsϙ andϙ theϙ
ActingϙCountryϙDirectorϙforϙnineϙmonthsϙforϙPeaceϙCorpsϯLiberiaϟϙJBϙ
hasϙ overϙ 1͔ϙ yearsϙ ofϙ experienceϙ inϙ internationalϙ developmentϙ andϙ
humanitarianϙaidϟϙHeϙgotϙhisϙstartϙ justϙafterϙcollegeϙwithϙ theϙPeaceϙ
CorpsϙasϙanϙAgroforestryϙVolunteerϙinϙtheϙmountainsϙofϙElϙSalvadorϟϙ
AfterϙhisϙserviceϠϙJBϙworkedϙforϙmoreϙthanϙthreeϙyearsϙinϙtheϙOfficeϙofϙ
theϙ Directorϙ atϙ Peaceϙ Corpsϙ headquartersϟϙ Beforeϙ rejoiningϙ theϙ
Peaceϙ Corpsϙ inϙ ͑01͗Ϡϙ JBϙ workedϙ forϙ theϙ Internationalϙ Rescueϙ
Committeeϙ ϼIRCϽϟϙ Heϙ servedϙ asϙ anϙ Emergencyϙ Operationsϙ
Coordinatorϙ inϙ Southϙ SudanϠϙ SudanϠϙ andϙ Kenyaϙ focusingϙ onϙ
reproductiveϙhealthϙandϙwaterϙandϙsanitationϙprogramsϙandϙinϙSierraϙ
Leoneϙ respondingϙ toϙ theϙ Westϙ Africanϙ Ebolaϙ virusϙ outbreakϟϙ JBϙ
earnedϙaϙBachelorϙofϙScienceϙinϙBiologyϙfromϙtheϙUniversityϙofϙNorthϙ
CarolinaϙϱϙChapelϙHillϙandϙaϙMasterϙofϙPublicϙHealthϙfromϙColumbiaϙ
UniversityϟϙAsϙtheϙDMOϠϙJBϙbelievesϙanϙessentialϙaspectϙofϙhisϙjobϙisϙ
toϙ bringϙ efficiencyϙ andϙ innovationϙ toϙ Peaceϙ Corpsϯϙ ThailandЍsϙ
operationsϙ whileϙ ensuringϙ staffϙ andϙ Volunteersϙ areϙ personallyϙ andϙ
professionallyϙsupportedϙsoϙthatϙtheyϙcanϙbeϙtheirϙbestϙselvesϟ

John “JB” Bryan
Director of Management and Operations (DMO)
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Phasukeeϙ Sombatthanasukϙ hasϙ beenϙ workingϙ asϙ aϙ Financialϙ
ManagerϙatϙPeaceϙCorpsϙThailandϙsinceϙJulyϙ͑01͗ϟϙBeforeϙcomingϙ
toϙ Peaceϙ Corpsϙ ThailandϠϙ Phasukeeϙ workedϙ withϙ theϙ Americanϙ
Centerϙ forϙ Internationalϙ Laborϙ SolidarityϠϙ aϙ NonϱProfitϙ
OrganizationϠϙ forϙ fourteenϙ yearsϙ asϙ aϙ seniorϙ accountantϟϙ
Phasukeeϙwasϙnotϙonlyϙ responsibleϙ forϙThailandϙFinancialϙ teamϠϙ
butϙ alsoϙ beϙ aϙ trainerϙ andϙ mentorϙ forϙ accountantϙ ofϙ ͒ϙ officesϙ
ϼMyanmarϠϙIndonesiaϠϙandϙSriϙLankaϽϟϙPhasukeeϙalsoϙcoordinatedϙ
andϙ monitoredϙ financialϙ ofϙ partnersЍϙ activitiesϙ inϙ MyanmarϠϙ
MalaysiaϠϙandϙVietnamϙtooϟϙPriorϙexperiencesϙincludeϙaccountingϙ
rolesϙ withϙ internationalϙ corporationsϙ inϙ theϙ privateϙ sectorϙ andϙ
Auditϙ rolesϙ atϙ KPMGϙ inϙ Thailandϟϙ Phasukeeϙ holdsϙ anϙMBAϙ fromϙ
ChulalongkornϙUniversityϙandϙaϙBachelorЍsϙdegreeϙ inϙaccountingϙ
fromϙ Thammasatϙ Universityϟϙ Sheϙ isϙ aϙ Certifiedϙ Publicϙ Accountϙ
ϼCPAϽϙ andϙ aϙ memberϙ ofϙ theϙ Federationϙ ofϙ Accountingϙ
Professionalsϟ

Phasukee Sombatthanasuk
Financial Manager (FM)

Suwikhunϙ ЌMeowЍϙ Waipanyaϙ isϙ theϙ Administrativeϙ Assistantϙ ofϙ
Peaceϙ Corpsϙ Thailandϙ sinceϙ Februaryϙ ͑0͑1Ϡϙ withϙ moreϙ thanϙ 1͔ϙ
yearsϙ ofϙ diverseϙ experienceϙ inϙ luxuryϙ regionalϙ andϙ internationalϙ
hotelϙ chainsϠϙ workingϙ alongsideϙ withϙ Globalϙ Salesϙ officesϟϙ Sheϙ
hasϙ extensiveϙ experienceϙ inϙ Humanϙ resourcingϠϙ purchasingϠϙ
supplyϙchainϙmanagementϠϙandϙadministrationϟϙSheϙ isϙusingϙherϙ
positiveϙattitudeϙandϙtirelessϙenergyϙtoϙsupportϙothersϟϙSuwikhunϙ
earnedϙaϙBϟAϟϙinϙDramaticϙArtsϙfromϙChulalongkornϙUniversityϙandϙ
anϙMϟAϟϙinϙLanguageϙandϙCommunicationsϙfromϙNationalϙInstituteϙ
ofϙ Developmentϙ Administrationϟϙ Outsideϙ ofϙ workϠϙ Suwikhunϙ
enjoysϙ readingϠϙ travelϠϙ foreignϙfilmsϠϙandϙallϙkindsϙofϙ investmentϟϙ
AlsoϠϙ asϙ aϙ strongϙ believerϙ inϙ continuousϙ sharingϠϙ learningϠϙ andϙ
embracingϙ changesϠϙ sheϙ isϙ gratefulϙ forϙ theϙ opportunityϙ toϙ workϙ
withϙPeaceϙCorpsϟ

Suwikhun Waipanya
Administrative Assistant (AA)

AdminiŜťraťionϟOƯice

91



Saleenaϙ recentlyϙ joinedϙ theϙ Peaceϙ Corpsϙ Thailandϙ inϙ
Septemberϙ͑0͑͒ϙasϙPrincipalϙCashierϟϙϙPriorϙtoϙjoiningϙtheϙ
Peaceϙ CorpsϠϙ sheϙ workedϙ forϙ USAIDϙ Thailandϙ forϙ ͘ϙ
monthsϙasϙProjectϙAccountantϙandϙCGFSϙBangkokϙforϙ10ϙ
yearsϙ asϙ Supervisoryϙ Accountantϙ beforeϙ thatϟϙ ϙ Theϙ
decisionϙ toϙ joinϙ theϙ Peaceϙ Corpsϙ wasϙ easyϠϙ thatϙ isϙ sheϙ
wantedϙ toϙ supportϙ theϙ organizationЍsϙ missionϙ andϙ
volunteersϟϙϙSheϙholdsϙaϙmasterЍsϙdegreeϙinϙPublicϙAffairsϙ
fromϙIndianaϙUniversityϙBloomingtonϟϙSaleenaϙwasϙbornϠϙ
raisedϙ andϙ earnedϙ herϙ educationϙ inϙ BangkokϢϙ howeverϠϙ
herϙdreamϙisϙtoϙmoveϙoutsideϙBangkokϙwhenϙsheϙretiresϟ

Saleena Vajarapong
Cashier

SumonsakϠϙ nicknamedϙ isϙ MonϠϙ hasϙ beenϙ workingϙ withϙ Peaceϙ
CorpsϙThailandϙsinceϙAugustϙ͑01͑ϟϙOverallϠϙheϙhasϙbeenϙworkingϙ
inϙ ITϙ supportϙ andϙ systemϙ administrationϙ forϙ ͑͗ϙ yearsϙ sinceϙ heϙ
receivedϙ hisϙ Bachelorϙ degreeϙ inϙ Computerϙ Scienceϙ fromϙ
Kasetsartϙ Universityϙ inϙ 1͔͘͘ϟϙ AdditionallyϠϙ heϙ holdsϙ aϙMasterϙ ofϙ
ScienceϙinϙComputerϙScienceϙfromϙMahidolϙUniversityϙsinceϙ͑00͒ϙ
andϙaϙbachelorЍsϙdegreeϙinϙlawϙfromϙThammasartϙUniversityϙsinceϙ
͑01͑ϟ

Beforeϙ joiningϙ theϙ Peaceϙ CorpsϠϙ heϙ providedϙ informationϙ andϙ
communicationϙ technologyϙ ϼICTϽϙ relatedϙ servicesϙ toϙ twoϙ
internationalϙ organizationsϟϙ Heϙ spentϙ sixϙ yearsϙ withϙ theϙ Armedϙ
ForcesϙResearchϙInstituteϙofϙMedicalϙSciencesϙϼAFRIMSϽϙandϙtwoϙ
yearsϙandϙsixϙmonthsϙwithϙtheϙUnitedϙNationsϙOfficeϙonϙDrugsϙandϙ
CrimeϙϼUNODCϽϟ

OnϙhisϙdownϙtimeϠϙheϙenjoysϙplayingϙguitarϠϙsurfingϙtheϙinternetϠϙorϙ
readingϙaϙbookϟ

Sumonsak Thojun
IT Specialist
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PanatdaϙgoesϙbyϙherϙnicknameϠϙLoogNooϟϙϙSheϙhasϙbeenϙ
workingϙwithϙPCϙforϙmoreϙthanϙ1͔ϙyearsϠϙstartingϙwithϙGSAϙ
inϙtheϙfirstϙyearϙandϙGSMϙsinceϙthenϟϙ

Panatda Chuprasith
General Service Manager (GSM)

Phenphanϙ startedϙ workingϙ withϙ usϙ onϙ Novemberϙ ͑0Ϡ͑0͑͒ϟϙ Sheϙ
hasϙbeenϙworkingϙasϙtheϙadministrativeϙandϙpurchasingϙmanagerϙ
atϙanϙInternationalϙUniversityϙwithϙ10ѭϙyearsϙofϙexperienceϟϙϙSheϙisϙ
aϙ selfϱmotivatedϙ teamϙplayerϙwithϙanϙexpertiseϙ inϙpurchasingϙasϙ
wellϙasϙmanagingϙanϙadministrationϙteamϟϙSheϙholdsϙaϙbachelorЍsϙ
degreeϙ inϙ businessϙ administrationϟϙ ϙ Sheϙ likesϙ toϙ spendϙ herϙ freeϙ
timeϙreadingϙbooksϠϙcookingϠϙandϙlisteningϙtoϙmusicϟϙ

Phenphan Koomkaew
General Service Assistant (GSA) 

Danai Piamjaiyard
Driver

Peeradej Sae Teao
Driver

Jakkarin Sripong
Driver
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Drϟϙ Anuchaϙ KongmaneeratϠϙ PCMOϠϙ graduatedϙ fromϙ
Facultyϙ ofϙ Medicineϙ atϙ Sirirajϙ HospitalϠϙ Mahidolϙ
UniversityϟϙAnuchaϙhadϙbeenϙworkingϙasϙanϙinternistϙandϙ
hematologistϙ inϙ governmentϙandϙprivateϙhospitalsϙ sinceϙ
͑00͑ϙafterϙhisϙresidencyϙtrainingϟϙHeϙjoinedϙPeaceϙCorpsϙ
Thailandϙ inϙ͑01͔ϙandϙ lovesϙworkingϙwithϙ volunteersϙandϙ
traineesϟϙHeϙalsoϙplaysϙThaiϙtraditionalϙmusicϙandϙsingsϟϙ
Heϙlikesϙtravelingϙandϙheϙlovesϙcatsϟ

Dr. Anucha Kongmaneerat, MD 
Peace Corps Medical Officer (PCMO)

DrϟϙWaiϙ transferredϙ toϙ Peaceϙ Corpsϙ Thailandϙ fromϙ Peaceϙ Corpsϙ
Myanmarϙ inϙ Augustϙ ͑0͑͑Ϡϙ whereϙ heϙ workedϙ asϙ aϙ Peaceϙ Corpsϙ
MedicalϙOfficerϙsinceϙJanuaryϙ͑01͗ϟϙPriorϙtoϙthatϠϙheϙworkedϙasϙaϙ
Panelϙ Physicianϙ forϙ theϙ Unitedϙ Nationsϙ Migrationϙ Agencyϙ inϙ
ThailandϠϙ whereϙ heϙ wasϙ responsibleϙ forϙ variousϙ kindsϙ ofϙ healthϙ
screeningϙ andϙ wellϱbeingϙ ofϙ refugeesϙ resettlingϙ inϙ theϙ USϠϙ
AustraliaϠϙ CanadaϠϙ andϙ Newϙ Zealandϟϙ Heϙ isϙ aϙ graduateϙ ofϙ theϙ
UniversityϙofϙMedicineϙ͑ϠϙYangonϠϙandϙcompletedϙaϙpostgraduateϙ
diplomaϙ andϙ masterϙ studiesϙ inϙ Tropicalϙ Medicineϙ atϙ Mahidolϙ
UniversityϠϙ ThailandϟϙHeϙalsoϙaccomplishedϙaϙ researchϙstudyϙonϙ
malariaϙ inϙ aϙ remoteϙ andϙ mountainousϙ areaϙ ofϙ Rakhineϙ stateϠϙ
MyanmarϟϙAfterϙcompletingϙTropicalϙMedicineϙstudiesϙinϙ͑01͒Ϡϙheϙ
becameϙ aϙ ЌMedicalϙ OfficerЍϙ forϙ twoϙ hospitalsϙ atϙ Umpiemϙ andϙ
Nupoeϙ refugeeϙcampsϙonϙ theϙThailandϱMyanmarϙBorderϟϙHeϙhasϙ
overϙ 1͑ϙ yearsϙ ofϙ professionalϙ experienceϙ inϙ theϙmedicalϙ fieldϙ inϙ
Thailandϙ andϙ MyanmarϠϙ focusedϙ onϙ primaryϙ healthϙ careϠϙ
migrationϙhealthϠϙmedicalϙ escortϙ dutyϙ forϙ airϙ travelingϠϙ refugeesЍϙ
healthϠϙandϙdiseaseϙoutbreaksϙmanagementϟϙHeϙlovesϙtravelingϙtoϙ
newϙplacesϠϙenjoysϙadventuresϠϙandϙ triesϙ traditionalϙcuisineϟϙHisϙ
hobbiesϙareϙswimmingϠϙjoggingϠϙandϙcyclingϟ

Dr. Wai Yan Aung, MD 
Peace Corps Medical Officer (PCMO)
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Wisakhaϙ PhurikraiϠϙ aϙ Medicalϙ Assistantϙ andϙ
SARLϠϙprefersϙtoϙbeϙcalledϙNanϟϙNanϙhasϙbeenϙ
workingϙwithϙPeaceϙCorpsϙThailandЍsϙMedicalϙ
Unitϙsinceϙ͑00͔ϟϙSheϙhasϙaϙmasterЍsϙdegreeϙinϙ
Industrialϙ andϙ Organizationalϙ Psychologyϟϙ
Whenϙ sheЍsϙ notϙ inϙ theϙ officeϠϙ sheϙ enjoysϙ
runningϠϙgoodϙbooksϙandϙgoodϙconversation

Wisakha Phurikrai
Medical Assistant Э SARL

Rungrudeeϙ Muthabhonϙ isϙ aϙ registeredϙ nurseϙ
withϙexperienceϙ inϙemergencyϙobstetricsϙandϙ
primaryϙcareϙwithϙ governmentϙhospitalsϟϙSheϙ
wasϙ workingϙ withϙ rehabilitatingϙ careϙ agencyϙ
andϙTravelϙMedicineϙandϙVaccineϙClinicϟ
Sheϙ hasϙ beenϙworkingϙwithϙ theϙ PeaceϙCorpsϙ
sinceϙ͑01͗ϟ

Rungrudee Muthabhon
Medical Assistant
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Panϙ isϙ currentlyϙ theϙ Peaceϙ CorpsДϙ Educationϙ Programϙ
ManagerϟϙHeϙpreviouslyϙservedϙ forϙ twoϙyearsϙasϙaϙ trainingϙ
assistantϙforϙUSAIDϯAsiaϙRDMAДsϙRegionalϙTrainingϙCenterϙ
teamϠϙwhereϙheϙoversawϙtheϙprofessionalϙdevelopmentϙofϙ
allϙ USAIDϙ personnelϙ inϙ theϙ Asiaϙ regionϟϙ Betweenϙ ͑01͗ϱ
͑0͑0Ϡϙheϙalsoϙservedϙasϙ theϙeducationϙprogramϙassistantϙ
forϙtheϙPeaceϙCorpsϟϙHeϙalsoϙservedϙasϙtheϙsecretaryϙtoϙtheϙ
officeϙ directorϙ ofϙ theϙ Generalϙ Developmentϙ officeϙ forϙ
USAIDϯAsiaϙRDMAϙfromϙ͑01͔ϙtoϙ͑01͗ϟϙHeϙholdsϙaϙmasterДsϙ
degreeϙ inϙ journalismϙ andϙ communicationϙ fromϙ
ThammasatϙUniversityϙandϙaϙBachelorДsϙdegreeϙinϙEnglishϱ
majorϙArcheologyϙfromϙSilpakornϙuniversityϟ

Pannathorn Maicharoen
Program Manager of the TESS Program

Saranpornϙ Prongwitthayakornϙ hasϙ beenϙ aϙ Programϙ
Assistantϙ ofϙ theϙ Educationϙ Programϙ sinceϙ ͑0͑0ϟϙ Sheϙ
startedϙherϙjourneyϙwithϙPeaceϙCorpsϙinϙ͑01͘ϙworkingϙasϙaϙ
Languageϙ andϙ Integrationϙ FacilitatorϟϙWithϙ herϙ passionϙ inϙ
languagesϙ andϙ developmentϙ worksϠϙ sheϙ strivesϙ toϙ helpϙ
developϙtheϙEnglishϙskillsϙofϙThaiϙstudentsϟϙPriorϙtoϙjoiningϙ
theϙ Peaceϙ CorpsϠϙ sheϙ gainedϙ experienceϙ inϙ theϙ areasϙ ofϙ
teachingϠϙ translationϠϙ andϙ intergovernmentalϙ worksϟϙ Herϙ
passionsϙalsoϙincludeϙappreciatingϙandϙcreatingϙartworksϟϙ
Youϙmayϙalsoϙfindϙherϙspendingϙtimeϙaloneϙreadingϙaϙbookϙ
orϙgoingϙoutϙtoϙnewϙplacesϙwithϙherϙfriendsϤ

Saranporn Prongwitthayakorn
Programming Assistant of the TESS Program
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KulpipitϙWongseangchundrϙhasϙbeenϙProgramϙManagerϙofϙ
theϙ Youthϙ inϙ Developmentϙ Programϙ sinceϙ ͑01͓ϟϙ Sheϙ
earnedϙ aϙ BϟAϙ inϙ Politicalϙ Scienceϙ fromϙ Thammasatϙ
UniversityϙandϙanϙMϟAϟϙinϙInternationalϙDevelopmentϙfromϙ
theϙUniversityϙofϙBirminghamϟ

KulpipitДsϙpassionϙhasϙalwaysϙbeenϙinϙdevelopmentϠϙaϙfieldϙ
inϙ whichϙ sheϙ hasϙ beenϙ involvedϙ forϙ almostϙ twentyϙ yearsϟϙ
HerϙdestinyϠϙhoweverϠϙisϙinϙpoliticsϙwhereϙsheϙwillϙbecomeϙ
theϙPrimeϙMinisterϙwhoϙsetsϙThailandϙfirmlyϙonϙtheϙroadϙtoϙ
wealthyϙ countryϙ forϙ allϟϙ ϙ Herϙ freeϙ timeϙ isϙ spentϙ sleepingϠϙ
eatingϠϙ andϙ brokeringϙ peaceϙ amongϙ theϙ fiveϙ felinesϙ vyingϙ
forϙdominanceϙoverϙherϙhouseholdϟ

Kulpipit Wongseangchundr
Program Manager of the YinD Program

Yodmaneeϙ goesϙ byϙ herϙ nickϙ nameϠϙ Pinnϟϙ Sheϙ joinedϙ theϙ
PЭTϙteamϙinϙ͑0͑0ϟϙPreviouslyϙsheϙworkedϙinϙtheϙAdminϙunitϙ
asϙ theϙ Adminϙ Assistantϟϙ Sheϙ bringsϙ halfϙ aϙ decadeϙ ofϙ
administrativeϙexperienceϙfromϙherϙworkϙwithϙinternationalϙ
organizationsϙ toϙ herϙ currentϙ roleϙ inϙ supportingϙ
programmingϙandϙlogisticϙtasksϙforϙtheϙYinDϙTeamϟϙSheϙhasϙ
anϙ educationalϙ backgroundϙ inϙ Internationalϙ Affairsϙ fromϙ
ThammasatϙUniversityϙwhereϙsheϙspentϙmostϙofϙherϙtimeϙinϙ
aϙ journalϙ clubϙ ofϙ theϙ Facultyϙ ofϙ Politicalϙ Scienceϙ asϙ aϙ
columnistϟϙWhenϙsheϙisϙnotϙtypingϙonϙherϙkeyboardϠϙsheϙisϙ
anϙavidϙtempleϙtouristϙandϙmuseumϙexplorerϟ

Yodmanee Rojnchanathong
Program Assistant of the YinD Program
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LaksiriϙChomchuenϙisϙanϙenvironmentalϙsocialϙresearcherϙ
asϙ herϙ backgroundϙ whoϙ specializesϙ inϙ evaluationϙ ofϙ
policiesϠϙ programmesϠϙ andϙ projectsϟϙ Beforeϙ joiningϙ theϙ
PeaceϙCorpsϙinϙ͑01͖Ϡϙsheϙhadϙoverϙtenϙyearsϙofϙexperienceϙ
providingϙ consultancyϙ servicesϙ toϙ theϙ nationalϙ
governmentϠϙ localϙ authoritiesϠϙ andϙ NGOsϙ inϙ countriesϙ inϙ
theϙ AsiaϱPacificϙ regionϙ onϙ programmeϙ evaluationϙ andϙ
environmentalϙrelatedϙissueϟϙSheϙrecentlyϙjoinedϙaϙworkingϙ
groupϙ withϙ Peaceϙ CorpsϙWashingtonϙ toϙ developϙ learningϙ
modulesϙ onϙ monitoringϙ Эϙ evaluationϙ forϙ Peaceϙ Corpsϟϙ
Laksiriϙ isϙpassionateϙaboutϙsupportingϙ localϙcommunitiesϙ
toϙ implementϙ lowϱcarbonϙ societyϙ andϙ zeroϙ wasteϙ
managementϟϙVoluntaryϙserviceϠϙsheϙjoinedϙtheϙЌ͒RsϙteamЍϙ
workingϙtoϙadvocateϙsustainableϙresourceϙconsumptionϙinϙ
BangkokϙcommunitiesϟϙLaksiriϙisϙsimplyϙinspiredϙbyϙhikingϠϙ
museumϙhoppingϠϙandϙfoodϙtravellingϤ

Laksiri Chomchuen
Monitoring and Evaluation Specialist

Prawitϙ isϙ aϙ memberϙ ofϙ Generationϙ Yϙ andϙ originallyϙ fromϙ
BangkokϟϙEvenϙthoughϙhisϙbackgroundϙhasϙprimarilyϙbeenϙ
inϙtheϙtravelϙandϙhealthcareϙsectorsϠϙheϙ isϙgratefulϙ forϙthisϙ
opportunityϙtoϙjoinϙandϙsupportϙtheϙteamϙhereϟ

Prawit Toworakajornkul
Regional Coordinator (RC)
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PC Regional Staff

Regional Office
1. Jeremy Rothgerber   Safety and Security Officer, 

     Central and SE Asia Sub-region

2. Dr. Alexander Gonta, MD  Regional Medical Officer ϼRMOϽ

3. Dr. Mustafa Sulemanji, MD Regional Medical Officer ϼRMOϽ

4. Dr. Aidai Sharshekeeva  PCMO Mentor

5. Dr. Erin Wilkinson   Regional Mental Health Officer ϼRMHOϽ

6. Thanyalak Promsingh  Regional Medevac Clinical Coordinator ϼRMCCϽ

7. Teerapoj Hankulwatana  Regional IT Specialist ϼRITSϽ
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JeremyϙhasϙservedϙasϙaϙregionalϙPeaceϙCorpsϙSafetyϙandϙSecurityϙ
Officerϙ ϼPCSSOϽϙ sinceϙ ͑010ϟϙ Priorϙ toϙ arrivingϙ inϙ Bangkokϙ inϙ Julyϙ
͑0͑͑ϠϙheϙwasϙtheϙPCSSOϙforϙ theϙSouthernϙAfricaϙSubϱRegionϙandϙ
wasϙbasedϙinϙPretoriaϠϙSouthϙAfricaϙfromϙ͑01͖ϱ͑0͑͑ϠϙtheϙSahelϙandϙ
NorthϙAfricaϙSubϱRegionϙbasedϙinϙRabatϠϙMoroccoϙfromϙ͑01͑ϱ͑01͖ϙ
andϙBamakoϠϙMaliϙ fromϙ͑010ϱ͑01͑ϟϙDuringϙhisϙ tenureϙasϙPCSSOϠϙ
JeremyЍsϙ countryϙ responsibilitiesϙ haveϙ includedϙ BotswanaϠϙ
Burkinaϙ FasoϠϙ Capeϙ VerdeϠϙ EswatiniϠϙ EthiopiaϠϙ GuineaϠϙ LesothoϠϙ
MaliϠϙMauritaniaϠϙMoroccoϠϙMozambiqueϠϙNamibiaϠϙNigerϠϙSenegalϠϙ
SouthϙAfricaϠϙTheϙGambiaϙandϙZambiaϟϙ

Jeremyϙhasϙmoreϙ thanϙ͓͑ϙyearsϙofϙpublicϙserviceϙexperienceϙwithϙ
theϙ federalϙ governmentϠϙ mostlyϙ withϙ Peaceϙ Corpsϙ andϙ theϙ
GovernmentϙAccountabilityϙOfficeϙϼGAOϽϟϙHeϙbeganϙhisϙserviceϙasϙ
anϙ agroforestryϙ Peaceϙ Corpsϙ Volunteerϙ andϙ Volunteerϙ Leaderϙ inϙ
Theϙ Gambiaϟϙ Afterϙ completingϙ hisϙ serviceϠϙ heϙ cameϙ toϙ Peaceϙ
CorpsϙHeadquartersϙtoϙworkϙinϙtheϙOfficeϙofϙVolunteerϙSafetyϙandϙ
Overseasϙ Securityϙ asϙ aϙ Safetyϙ andϙ Securityϙ Specialistϟϙ Laterϙ heϙ
acceptedϙ theϙ positionϙ ofϙ Associateϙ Peaceϙ Corpsϙ Directorϙ forϙ
EnvironmentϙinϙTheϙGambiaϟϙJeremyϙalsoϙworkedϙforϙfiveϙyearsϙwithϙ
GAOϙasϙaϙSeniorϙAnalystϙonϙHomelandϙSecurityϙissuesϙfocusingϙonϙ
programϙevaluationsϙforϙUϟSϟϙCustomsϙandϙBorderϙProtectionϠϙtheϙ
UϟSϟϙ Coastϙ Guardϙ andϙ theϙ UϟSϟϱChinaϙ Economicϙ andϙ Securityϙ
ReviewϙCommissionϟ

Jeremy Rothgerber
Peace Corps Safety and Security Officer, 
Central and SE Asia Sub-region

TeerapojϙHankulwatanaϠϙTPϠϙ joinedϙPeaceϙCorpsϙThailandϙ inϙ͑00͑ϙ
asϙ ITϙ Specialistϟϙ Heϙ graduatedϙ withϙ aϙ Masterϙ ofϙ Informationϙ
TechnologyϙfromϙGriffithϙUniversityϠϙAustraliaϟϙPriorϙtoϙPeaceϙCorpsϙ
heϙworkedϙwithϙUnitedϙParcelϙServiceϙϼThailandϽϟϙInϙ͑01͑ϠϙTPϙbeganϙ
workingϙ asϙ theϙ Regionalϙ ITϙ Specialistϙwhereϙ heϙ supportsϙ eightϙ ITϙ
Specialistsϙ inϙ theϙ regionϙ ϼEasternϙ EMAϽϟϙ Heϙ hasϙ moreϙ thanϙ ͑0ϱ
yearsϙofϙexperienceϙwithϙPeaceϙCorpsϠϙhavingϙbeenϙthroughϙmanyϙ
systemϙ upgradesϟϙ Heϙ lovesϙ sportsϠϙ travelingϠϙ andϙ enjoysϙ familyϙ
activitiesϟ

Teerapoj Hankulwatana
Regional IT Specialist (RITS)
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Prior to working with Peace Corps, Alexander Gonta worked on a 
nuclear weapons dismantlement project where he provided routine 
and emergency medical care to employees, expatriates, and local 
staff. Before that, he provided surgical and emergency medical care at 
the Kiev City Burn Center. Dr. Gonta graduated from National Medical 
University in Kyiv, Ukraine in 1993 and has been employed with the 
Peace Corps as the Medical Officer since 2003. Initially serving as the 
Peace Corps Medical Officer for Peace Corps Ukraine, in 2015 he was 
reassigned as the Peace Corps Regional Medical Officer in Bangkok, 
Thailand where he provides medical care for Volunteers serving in 
numerous Peace Corps countries.

Dr. Alexander Gonta, MD
Regional Medical Officer (RMO)

Dr. Mustafa graduated from Nizhny Novgorod Medical Academy in 
Russia 2004 and followed by residency in Family Medicine at Aga Khan 
University hospital in Tanzania. He developed interest in Emergency 
medicine and underwent short courses and had been working for a 
leading private facility in Tanzania as an ER physician before joining the 
US Peace Corps in 2011 as a PCMO in Tanzania. Mustafa has been a 
Regional Medical Officer with PC based in Bangkok, Thailand since 
September 2017. Mustafa is a second-generation PC contractor; his 
father having worked for PC Tanzania in the 1960Ѝs.

Dr. Mustafa Sulemanji, MD
Regional Medical Officer (RMO)

Drϟϙ Aidaiϙ Sharshekeevaϙ wasϙ bornϙ inϙ Kyrgyzstanϟϙ Sheϙ earnedϙ herϙ
medicalϙ degreeϙ fromϙ theϙ Kyrgyzϙ Stateϙ Medicalϙ Academyϙ andϙ
completedϙherϙ residencyϙ trainingϙ inϙ internalϙmedicineϙatϙ theϙNationalϙ
CenterϙofϙCardiologyϙandϙTherapyϟϙDrϟϙAidaiϙjoinedϙtheϙPeaceϙCorpsϙinϙ
KyrgyzϙRepublicϙasϙaϙPCMOϙinϙFebruaryϙ͑01͔ϟϙBeforeϙjoiningϙtheϙPeaceϙ
CorpsϠϙ sheϙ hadϙ workedϙ asϙ aϙ physicianϙ atϙ theϙ Nationalϙ Centerϙ ofϙ
Cardiologyϙ andϙ Therapyϟϙ Sheϙ taughtϙ internalϙ medicineϙ toϙ medicalϙ
studentsϙatϙKyrgyzϙStateϙMedicalϙAcademyϟϙ

Dr. Aidai Sharshekeeva
PCMO Mentor
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ThanyalakϙhasϙbeenϙworkingϙwithϙBangkokϙRegionalϙMedevacϙHubϙsinceϙ
Mayϙ͑01͒ϟϙThanyalakϙstartedϙwithϙPCϙThailandϙinϙSeptemberϙ1͓͘͘ϙasϙtheϙ
PCϙ nurseϠϙ thenϙ assumedϙ progressiveϙ positionsϙ asϙ medicalϙ assistantϠϙ
PCMOϙandϙthenϙRMCCϟϙPriorϙtoϙjoiningϙPCϙThailandϠϙThanyalakϙgraduatedϙ
asϙ aϙ BSNϙ fromϙ theϙ Americanϱaffiliatedϙ nursingϙ schoolϙ Missionϙ CollegeϠϙ
thenϙ workedϙ inϙ theϙ Emergencyϙ Roomϙ atϙ Bumrungradϙ Internationalϙ
HospitalϟϙSheϙisϙinterestedϙinϙcookingϙandϙtravellingϙwithϙfamilyϟϙ

Thanyalak Promsingh
Regional Medevac Clinical Coordinator (RMCC)

Dr. Erin Wilkinson, Clinical Psychologist, is the Regional Mental Health 
Officer for the Peace Corps EMA Region currently based in Thailand. Erin 
retired from the Army after 20 years as a Clinical Psychologist. She has 
held multiple positions in her military career and multiple deployments. 
As the Commander of the only Combat Stress Control Detachment for 
Europe, she deployed to Kosovo, Albania, Macedonia and NATOЍs 
Partnership for Peace program in Slovakia. After the bombing of the US 
Embassy in Nairobi, Dr. Wilkinson led a Rapid Response Team to provide 
humanitarian support through mental health services to the host 
nationals as well as US Embassy and military personnel. She later 
deployed to Iraq where she worked to repatriate female and adolescent 
detainees and provide behavioral health services to service members. 
Upon retiring out of Ft. Carson, Colorado Springs, she worked for 
VeteranЍs Homeless programs, a Traumatic Brain Injury program and 
other veteran-serving positions. Erin has devoted her time to Huts for 
Vets for the past 5 years as a board member and co-moderator. She is 
currently continuing to serve those who serve others through the Peace 
Corps. Erin enjoys trail riding (horse), dancing, hiking with her two 
Aussies, skiing, reading, camping and exploring and experiencing new 
cultures, people and places. She currently lives in Bangkok, Thailand.

Dr. Erin Wilkinson
Regional Mental Health Officer (RMHO)
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